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M E M B E R S H IP N O T ES

•

The 25th Anniversary of the Dossin Great Lakes M useum will be celebrated on Wednesday,
July 24, 1985. The m useum will be serving refreshm ents to the public with a large boat-shaped
cake. One of the projects for the 25th Anniversary is to present a num ber of gifts from the Dossin
M useum to the people on the Great Lakes. During the month of July, special floating gifts will be
dispersed in all the Great Lakes. The Ford Motor Company fleet will be dispersing the gifts as they
travel the trade routes on the lakes. Each point will be logged, and when the floating gifts are
recovered, their discovery point will be communicated to the m useum. The gifts will be in the
form of the Captain of the Fleet game. Sealed in the floating pouch will be gift certificates from
Great Lakes marine artist Jim Clary. In this small way we would like to thank all who have contri
buted to the m useum ’s collection, for it has enabled the museum to present a num ber of exhibits
over the years.
John Greenwood has written Namesakes of the 80's - Volume II. This book updates the 1980
edition with information on new vessels built and the conversions or renam es of older vessels.
The 305-page book is available at the museum for $23.00 plus $2.50 postage.
After serving nineteen years as News Editor for Telescope, Fred W eber is retiring. The Institute
will miss F red ’s contribution to the magazine, but we also understand him wanting to enjoy his
retirem ent. It’s not easy scheduling vacations around Telescope deadlines. In the next issue,
Don Richards name will appear as News Editor. Don was Editor of Telescope in the 1960’s and we
welcome him back to the staff. Members should send news clippings to Don at the following
address: 21101 Violet, St. Clair Shores, Michigan 48082.

MEETING NOTICES

•

There are no meetings held in July by the Institute. Future Business meetings (which all mem
bers are invited to attend) will be held on August 16 and October 18. The meetings at the museum
begin at 7:30 p.m.
Shipwreck diver Dave Trotter of Undersea Research Associates will be our guest speaker at
the Curator Robert E. Lee Dinner on Friday, September 20, 1985. Invitations will be sent in midAugust to members living in the metropolitan Detroit area. Zip codes beginning with numbers
480—, 481- and 482-. Invitations will also be sent to members living between Sarnia and Am
herstburg and members living in Toledo. If you live outside the metro Detroit area and wish
to be included on the mailing list, please write the museum and w e’ll include your address.
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U.S. COAST GUARD’S FUTILE SEARCH
FOR THE
SINKING SCHOONER OUR SON
by
CARL A. NORBERG

The dramatic rescue of the crew of seven
aboard the old schooner Our Son in 1930 has
been retold on the Lake for decades. It was a
feat of brilliant seamanship not likely to be
witnessed again, nor would it be possible.
Our Son was the very last of her kind.
By a stroke of good luck, a brand new
chapter of this thrilling episode has been
discovered in the following account of the
battle waged by the United States Coast
Guard in its search for the sinking ship.
Discovered among the memoirs of Chief
Bosun’s Mate Nels Palmer* is this first hand
account of his all night duty under the worst
possible conditions in an open boat.
“ At 3:35 on the afternoon of September 26,
1930, I received a telephone call from the
commander of our district, stating a wire
less m essage had been received from the
west shore that the three-m asted schooner
Our Son, was in distress. The location was
reported as three miles west, southwest,
of Little Sauble Point. The steam er William
Nelson was said to be standing by, endea
voring to get a line aboard, but seemed unable
to help the ship-wrecked crew.
The storm was a severe one. All wires
had blown down, light service had been
ham pered and the wind was blowing shingles
from our roof. The news that a schooner was
out in that gale was enough to jar any man.
We had orders to go to her rescue. The thought
of having to spend the night among those
raging billows in an open boat was not a
pleasant one to entertain. I spread the news
to the crew; I told the men it would be an all
night ride and recommended all the clothing

they had.
Now, you might have supposed they would
have asked me a lot of questions and begged
for permission to go home and kiss their
wives goodbye.
That was not the case. If anyone of the men
experienced fear, he did not show it. Each
responded with alacrity. Most of the crew
had been out on similar trips before and knew
what they would have to face. Forty miles in
a heavy sea like the one then running meant
an all night trip.
We had no time to kiss anyone goodbye
and say that it might be our last ride. We
were thinking of the seven poor sailors on that
water-logged schooner. I had been on those
old vessels and knew it was no fun to ride them
when they are filled with water, the deckload
overboard and the boat at the mercy of the sea.
We had received the message at 3:35 and at
4:00, we were ready to face the music.
I was lashed to the wheel when we started
on our cruise to rescue the crew of Our Son.
They always lashed the “ Old M an” to the
wheel so in case the boat goes over, he will
be there when it rolls back.
We did not have to go very far from the
station that afternoon before we began to
get our faces washed. We kept busy spitting
out the river water, but after we got outside
the breakwater, we began to buck some
real seas. We had no time to spit it out then,
we had to swallow it. We shipped water by
the ton.
Crew Was Game
The wind was bound to blow by the south
west of my head and I had a hardtime keeping
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toward the bottom of Lake Michigan and one
of them had almost gone overboard. A stan
chion saved him. That experience made me
more careful.
William Dieport, boatsw ain’s mate, stood
by and took a turn at the wheel. He would
lash me to the wheel, then I would lash him.
We were both glad to show what our power
lifeboat would do. Then we encountered
engine trouble. That was no fun. I ordered
the crew to give her the foresail and we
squared off a little. With the sail up we made
fine weather.
Louis O. Hellenbolt, motor m achinist’s
mate, had to go down into the engine room
to remedy the trouble. Considering the small
ness of the compartment, the heavy seas and
the gas fumes of the engine, it was no plea
sant undertaking. It takes a good man with a
good stomach. Hellenbolt got the engine
kicking on all four, when down came the sail
and we began to buck into it again. At 11:00
that night we sighted a steam er’s light on our
starboard bow. I knew we were not far enough
out to encounter the Our Son, but we made
an investigation. We found the vessel to be on

McDonald Coll/Dossin
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my sou’wester on. When we got clear of the
breakwaters, we got our breath again. “ How
do you like it?’’ I yelled to the crew up for
ward. “ G reat!” the men replied, and we
smiled. A little smile, you know, goes a long
way when a man is downhearted. But none
aboard our boat felt that way. We went along
fine, taking some severe pounding from the
seas, but our boat shed the water like a duck.
I got a little too bold and squared off more
than I should, bucking a huge pillow. Another
followed broadside and buried us completely.
They say it seemed they were under Niagara
Falls. The first thought that came to my mind
was that we were going over. I stood on the
port gunwale with the starboard gunwale
over my head and the keel in a horizontal
position. That predicament made me feel kind
of homesick and then I remembered I had
forgotten to kiss the wife goodbye. But the
boat came back on her keel and I began to
see the heads of some of the crew come up
from the water. The men sure were game.
‘‘G reat! ” one of the crew yelled.
Nearly Goes Overboard
The men had been looking straight down

WM. NELSON steaming toward the stricken OUR SON on Septem ber 26, 1930
at 2:30 p. m.
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course, keeping a sharp watch for wreckage.
O ne’s sensations are not apt to be pleasant
under such conditions. We were looking for
an unlighted derelict, probably drifting sub
merged with her whole deckload of drift
wood strewn on the surface of the lake. Con
sidering the sea running that night, it was
exceedingly dangerous.
Collision Narrowly Averted
I had a good rest and again took the wheel.
We were running on the same course as the
steamer we sighted which was proceeding
under check. I could see the steam er’s red
light. Our stern light was out and the steamer
could not see our headlights. She did not
know another boat was near by. I decided
to veer around on an easterly course so as to
let the steamer pass. She must have seen
our headlights when we swerved around for
she also swung and headed directly for us.
We could look her squarely in the face as
she bore down. I told Dieport to show a flash
light to let them know where were were, but
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a southwest course, running under check
and making some nice dives into the sea.
It was extremely dark, so we could not see the
waves break over her, but could see her
plunge.
At about midnight we reached the place
indicated by the wireless m essage. Taking a
compass bearing from the reflection of the
Ludington lights and the reflection over
Sheboygan, we decided we were at the right
place. We squared off to the northwest,
knowing the steam er and the schooner would
have drifted a great distance.
We kept watching for lights in the belief
the Nelson would be standing by in case
the schooner’s crew was still on board. We
knew she would see our lights and signal
us to come alongside.
At two o ’clock in the morning we sighted the
steam er’s lights toward the north. We headed
for the vessel and could see she was on a course
for a southern point. My chum Dieport, re
lieved me at the wheel and we took a southwest

OUR SON with a deckload o f pulp wood in 1923.
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on she came.
It was time to do something and do it quickly.
I swung the lifeboat on a westerly course
and the vessel’s red light disappeared. I could
see only her green light. I knew then we
were clear of her bow. I’ll bet the m aster and
crew on that ship thought it strange that a
small boat was out in the middle of the lake on
such a night.
Fear Schooner’s Wreckage
We kept maintaining a sharp lookout for
wreckage. Our boat, of the self-bailing type,
was seaworthy as long as her bottom was
intact. Smash her bottom and she would sink.
It would have been goodbye Coast Guard
if that happened.
We had seen the reflections from Michigan
and Wisconsin shores, but now they had
disappeared perhaps because of haze or
smoke. We scouted until five o ’clock in the
morning without detecting anything out of
the ordinary. We decided the crew of the
water-logged schooner had been rescued
and concluded we had better put into Sheboy
gan.
It wasn’t until after midnight on our cruise
to the rescue of the Our Son that we began
to feel the effects of our exposure. Had there
been a snowstorm, the trip would have been
exceedingly trying, but the water had been
warm. At 5:00 A.M. it had become quite cold.
The water on the west shore of the lake being
much lower in tem perature than that on the
east side.
We had left Ludington without our supper
and were cold and hungry. Some of the crew
had cut openings in the feet of their boots
to let the water out. Everyone was wet to
the skin.
Put Into Sheboygan
We had decided to put into Sheboygan
for information and dry our clothing and
replenish our fuel supply. We reached Sheboy
gan at 7:00 in the morning. On the way in we
passed one of the harbor tugs leaving port and
received the salute.
The tug crew knew we had passed the night
on the lake and saw that we hailed from
Ludington. We received another salute from a
tug tied to the dock and we returned it.
Sheboygan Coast Guard crew were still
in bed except for the lookout man on the
watch. One man was on the dock. We inquired
from him whether the crew of Our Son had
been saved. He replied that he did not think so.
We decided we had better get our gasoline

and start right out again. The Sheboygan
lifeboat was at her dock and we knew it had
been out on the same quest.
Learn Crew Was Saved
Finally, however, the Lower Watch came to
m eet us with the announcement that the
shipwrecked sailors of Our Son had been
taken off safely by the William Nelson. This
was good news. The men climbed onto the dock
and invaded the Sheboygan crew’s quarters.
There was no fire in the stove, but it didn’t
take the Ludington men long to get a roaring
blaze started. I told the Sheboygan Lower
Watch to get some coffee on the stove and
soon two big pots were boiling.
The cold seemed more noticeable after
we reached shore. We doffed our wet clothing
to our BVD’s. The Sheboygan crew was still
in bed having returned at midnight. I started to
sing “ Hurrah for Dixie!’’ and the whole crew
joined. This awakened the sleepers.
Our coffee was ready for serving and the
Ludington Coast Guard sat around the stove
with the “ shakes’’. I had to -steady myself
to get the first three cups of coffee down.
It was great. After 5 cups of real hot coffee,
I felt like a real man again.
The captain and crew at Sheboygan let us
have some dry clothing and the captain called
his commander to inform him Ludington
Coast Guard had arrived. Our commander
at Grand Haven was notified by him.
Ludington Is Radioed
At about 8:30, after I had thawed out a
little, I went to the wireless station. The
operator was accommodating and radioed the
Pere M arquette station at Ludington which
notified our Coast Guard station. Some day
I ’ll shake hands with the P.M. operator for
that favor. We received the morning’s paper
and learned for the first time that we had
been reported lost. We had not dreamed
anyone was worrying about us and I was
glad I had sent that m essage to Ludington.
The Sheboygan captain W.S. Westrope
and his crew treated us with regard and
did everything in their power to make us
comfortable. Mrs. W estrope gave us a whole
armful of lunch for our return trip.
Two Rivers lifeboat had also been out
scouting for the Our Son. I was told this
boat had her canopy washed overboard and the
putty along her seams shaken loose. The
Sheboygan boat had some of her signal
lights washed away. They thought they had
been in terrible w eather until they saw us.
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We all peered in that direction, but could see
nothing. Holstad described it as resembling
a boat and soon saw it again. Thinking it might
be the missing North Shore, we headed for it.
Encounter Fish Tug
On nearing the object we found it to be a
tug. A man was detected in the cabin and the
boat was in the trough of the sea. We thought
this surely was the missing North Shore, and
all were happy to think we had found it.
I ordered our big tow line and the sails taken
in intending to tow the boat to Sheboygan.
On arriving closer we found the boat to be
a fishing tug from Two Rivers, lifting nets.
Fooled! We saluted the tug and it saluted
in turn.
Up went our sails again and we headed
for home. We could hear the water boiling
under our keel as our staunch life boat rode
the big billows and it was different sailing
than what we had when we went over. It was
sport.
The return trip of the Our Son cruise was
made in 8 hours. This is a record time for
our lifeboat. The sea was running in and
there was a strong ingoing current. I was in
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We had 15 hours ride and they had only 9.
Sent On Another Quest
At 9 o’clock our commander called me from
Grand Haven to inform that the packet fruit
boat, North Shore was missing. He gave orders
for us to search for it on the way home. At
11:00 we started to don our clothing. It was not
dry yet, but we put it on. Our gasoline supply
had been replenished and we were ready
for another ride. The wind was still blowing,
and the air was filled with sand like a snow
storm. The wind was dead aft and we set
the sails leaving at 12:20 with all sails up and
the engine working fine.
We said goodbye to the Sheboygan Coast
Guards, proud to have shown them Michigan
still had some heavy weather men left. We
headed north-northeast and east-southeast
to give the sails the benefit of the wind. Our
boat on an ordinary run is good for 8 miles an
hour, but on this trip we were making 10 miles
an hour.
We sailed three hours and were probably
30 miles from Wisconsin shore when surfmen
Louis C. Holstad, who was at the wheel, re
ported seeing a wee speck on the port bow.

The lifesaving crew that searched for OUR SON. Capt. Nels Palmer is one left end.

\
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hopes someone would be at the dock to take
our lines. It was 8:15.
When we reached the dock, we found
it crowded with townspeople to cheer us.
We were given a real glad hand. The wives
of the men were there to greet them. We had
been out on a wild goose chase, but all of us
were glad the crew of the schooner had been
saved, and that we had proved that we could
outdo the roughest weather.
Women Are Praised
The wives of the Coast Guard deserve
credit for their fortitude. Uncle Sam has been
lame in failing to provide for the widows and
dependents of Coast Guards who do not
come back. However, the government is
working on such a relief program now.
The two men who remained at the station
had been johnny-on-the-spot to leave with
us when we went out. Surfman Aimer A.
Paetschow had been on his day of liberty,
but when he heard we were to start on the
cruise, he reported to go along. Kelly Letrosky,
the other member of the crew, remained
on duty at the station.
I must take my hat off to the officers and
crew of steamer William Nelson for their
skill and courage in rescuing the seven sailors
from the Our Son. The skipper of the Nelson
ought to be cited for bravery. He was in danger
of losing his own boat and the lives of his
crew.
Last Of Great Fleet
The Our Son was the last of the commercial
schooners on Lake Michigan. The crew of
carferry City of Flint had seen her on her
fatal trip with all her sails up fighting a gallant
fight against the fury of the lake. True to the
tradition of her kind. She went down battling
till the last. Her skipper was a young man past
his 70th year, one of the old time men who
sailed on wooden boats.
There had been a lapse of 28 hours from the
time we had left home and returned. We had
taken no sleep during that time and were
sore from the severe pounding we had re
ceived. Sometimes when our lifeboat got half
over some of the big swells, she would plunge
down again every rib and plank quivering.
Some of those drops from the crest to the
trough seemed like 30 feet.
That night as I was going through the mail,
I noticed a letter from a dear friend Hal L.
Cutler, circuit judge. I could not recall having
violated the law in any way, but finally I got
my nerves together and opened it. This is

what the judge said: “ I would certainly feel
remiss of duty if I failed to praise the heroic
service rendered by yourself and your dear,
good men when you put to sea in the rough
storm of yesterday. It took more courage
than to fight for your country. Few, if any,
epochs of history record a more valiant deed.
I pause here to commend your loyal service,
praise your valor, and extol your great achieve
ment. You will please convey to each of your
assistants my sincere profound admiration.
You should all be cited for bravery. Hal L.
C utler.”
I had to call the judge and thank him for that
splendid letter. I also have to thank G.H.D.
Sutherland and my dear friend George Egbert,
for the splendid reports in the News. We
have recieved many letters, one from as far
as New Burlington, Ohio.
I was told my friend William F. Shearer,
had prayed real earnestly twice in his life,
once when Col. Charles Lindberg crossed
the pond and again when we went out in the
greatest September storm in history here
to rescue the crew of the Our Son. Bill admitted
it. He had been at the dock when we received
our call and had seen us go out.
To refresh the memory of some readers
about the rescue of the Our Son crew, which
won world acclaim and a Smithsonian Award
for the captain of the rescue vessel, here is a
brief review.
During a severe southwest storm on Lake
Michigan, the sand steam er William Nelson
encountered the schooner Our Son flying a
distress signal (inverted American flag in the
rigging.) Other large vessels were attracted by
radio, including Pere M arquette 22, as the
Nelson slowly circled the doomed vessel.
It was not believed that a sizeable steamer
could safely maneuver alongside the schooner
to remove the crew in the heavy sea running.
Approaching nightfall and the imminent
danger that the water-filled schooner would
capsize and roll over at any moment, induced
Captain Mohr of the Nelson to make the
desperate attem pt. His success was mira
culous. The vessels were separated and in an
hour the old warrior of the Lakes was no
more.
This kind of a rescue small boat of the
Coast Guard and earlier Life Saving Service
were eminently capable of handling skill
fully.
□
The Nels Palmer Collection, Mason County
Historical Society, Ludington, Ml.
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THE “ ROBBIE BAY”
by
DANIEL C. MCCORMICK
Between the time she arrived at Massena
in May, 1958 and the spring of 1959, Robin
son Bay was taken in hand on at least two
occasions by the Bingley Steel Works at
Cornwall. There she underwent certain modi
fications. Among these was the cutting of
openings in the dodger around her pilot house,
to permit better visibility when working
ships or naviad barges. Also since she had
been built with only interior access to her
pilot house, Bingley fitted wooden doors on
either side, together with the necessary
steps and railings.
The Seaway Corporation had sought a large
tug, with excellent ice-breaking capabilities,
and the Robinson Bay has never proved a
disappointment. She has an overall length of
103 feet, a 27-foot beam, and a moulded
depth of 14 and one-half feet. The two fire
fighting monitors, each capable of projecting
1500 gallons per minute, make her the only
vessel so equipped between Montreal and
Kingston. Robinson Bay has controls in

A uthor’s Collection

David Cordell, M aster of the Seaway Cor
poration’s tug Robinson Bay from May, 1962
until his retirem ent this past January, will
sorely miss his Robbie Bay. She was Dave’s
favorite, and is also a favorite with the many
shipwatchers along the river. We are certain
that Robinson Bay will continue in her role
as the premier tug on the upper St. Lawrence
for many years to come.
W hen the Robinson B ay's ice-breaking
bow nosed through the ice to the upper wall
at Eisenhower Lock on the frigid, blustery
evening of January 5, 1985, she was down
bound from Clayton, completing her 27th
season of service to the St. Lawrence Seaway
Development Corporation and the shipping
industry.
Built by the Christy Corporation at Sturgeon
Bay, she was side-launched on April 5, 1958.
Her sponsor on that festive occasion was
Miss Leslie Brockel, daughter of the then-Milwaukee Port Director and SLSDC Adivsory
Board member, the late Harry C. Brockel.

ROBINSON BAY at Ogdensburg, N. Y. in May, 1958. No openings were cut in
the dodger deck at the shipyard.
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Top: ROBINSON BAY approaching the Eisenhower Lock in August, 1958.
Bottom: Prior to the opening o f the shipping season, the ROBINSON BAY breaks
ice.

Author's Collection
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ROBINSON BAY with barge in Snell Lock in August, 1971

the pilot house, engine room and on her after
deck. Her tastefully appointed lounge accom
modations have been enjoyed by Congressional
delegations, the wives of Cabinet members,
groups of White House scholars and by many
members of the press.
While the Robinson Bay usually works in the
American sector of the Seaway, she has, since
the very first, responded to any requests for
help by ships in distress. Her westerly range
has been extended to include the occasional
trip into Lake Ontario, while to the east, she
has rendered aid as far downriver as Lake St.
Louis. Robinson B ay's duties include all ice
breaking between Racquette Point and Tibbets
Point, with the bulk of such work concentrated
in the lock approach areas and in the Inter
mediate Pool. During weeks immediately pre
ceding the opening of navigation, and again
prior to the season’s end, she shepards the
SLSDC floating plant which handles American
navigation aids between the M assena area and
the Tousands Islands. She also moves the Sea
way Corporation big gatelifter Grasse River
whenever necessary, and is always on call to
handle ships arriving at and departing from the
port of Cornwall.

The light green paint which graced Robinson
B ay's deck house and pilot house when she
cleared her builder’s yard has been changed in
the course of her career. At present, the color
scheme includes a black hull, dark green deck
house, white pilot house and dodger, with
white trim on her deck house and white piping
on her hull. Her funnel is dark green and on it
is mounted the Seaway Corporation’s seal.
On July 2, 1958, with the USCG Maple
(b. Roger Simons), the USCE tug Nash,
and the SLSDC’s Fourth Coast, Robinson Bay
made the unofficial “ first transit” of the
American Seaway locks. The four moved
westward through Snell and Eisenhower
Locks, in order that they would be ready to
participate in the “ official” opening cere
monies on July 4.
Think for a moment of the number of ships,
perhaps aground or in some other dire strait,
that have been aided by the Robinson Bay
in her many years of service. . .Auguste
Schulte, Andora, Taxiarchis, Vilja, North
American, Inver, Arie H., Flying Indepen
dent (ii), Beaverfir, Stella Nova, Christian
Radich, Newbrunswicker, R. Bruce Angus,
Briem, Sea Transport, Star o f Suez, Orient
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Liner, Marton Schroder, Venus, Wheat K ing...
and these are but a few.
SLSDC Fleet List

Standard Freeholder Photo

Robinson Bay (O.N. 276292) 1958, launched
April 5 by The Christy Corporation, Sturgeon
Bay, Wisconsin (Hull No. 383) for the SLSDC.
103 (ao)/ 97.4 (bp) x 27 x 14.5 (md)/12.4 (d).
213 gross tons, 114 net tons; oil engine, 8 cy
linder 1400 bhp by Cleveland Diesel.
Lewis Castle (a. 9684 80) 1953, built in Florida
for U.S. Army. 70 (oa) x 19 x 8. 100 gross tons.
Original Atlas Superior oil engine replaced
in winter ’83-84 by SLSDC with 600 bhp
Detroit Diesel; 1980, by U.S. Army to SLSDC,
having been laid up at Elgin AFB, Pensacola
since 1978 and brought to M assena in 33 days
via Inland Waterway and NYS Barge Canal.
1980 renamed in honor of SLSDC’s first
administrator, Lewis G. Castle. Used by
SLSDC for miscellaneous duties and in dred
ging operations, handling barge on which
is mounted Manitowoc crawler crane.
Fourth Coast (O.N. 274039) 1957, built for
SLSDC by Hansen Welding, Toledo. 40 (oa)?

34.9 (bp) x 9.1 x 3.6. 17 gross tons, 13 net
tons. Oil engine, 210 bhp by General Motors;
1957. First unit of SLSDC “ fleet” delivered.
Utilized as work boat, inspection boat and ten
der. In 1978 with Eighth Sea by SLSDC to
Alexandria Bay where stationed as part of
scheme to handle potential oil spills on the
upper river and eastern Lake Ontario (500 foot
oil boom aboard each, with access to additional
1500 feet ashore). In 1983 with Eighth Sea
sold to Schickel Contractors, Malone, N.Y.
Eighth Sea (O.N. 277550) 1958 by Hansen
for SLSDC. All further information as for
Fourth Coast.
Grasse River (O.N. 276293) 1958 gatelifter
built by American Shipbuilding Company in
Buffalo. 162 (oa)/150 (bp) x 66 x 12. 754 gross
tons, 644 net tons. Designed to rem ove/re
place lock gates for maintenance or in case of
accidental damage. Launched May 15, 1958
then towed to Lorain for installation of derrick
and hoisting equipm ent (lifting capacity
300 tons on main hoist, 100 tons on auxiliary
hoist) and on July 3, while undergoing tests,
capsized with loss of two lives. Delivery
delayed until spring, 1959.
□

Working the north channel at Cornwall in October, 1982.
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DOSSIN GREAT LAKES MUSEUM

SILVER ANNIVERSARY 1960 -1985
The 25th Anniversary of the Dossin Great
Lakes Museum will be celebrated on July 24,
1985, and continue for the next year. It is a
good time to reflect on what has been accom
plished in the last two and a half decades
towards preserving and interpreting our
Great Lakes maritime heritage. From its
original conception, the marine branch of the
Detroit Historical Museum has attempted
to place Detroit’s and Michigan’s role in
marine history in perspective. It was through
the efforts of the Dossin Family, Ernest J.,
and his sons W alter, Russell, and Roy of
Detroit, Michigan that the present building
was constructed. Through the efforts of
Mrs. Helen DeRoy the ‘river room’ known as
DeRoy Hall was added in 1968, allowing
for a m eeting hall as well as a grand view of
vessel traffic on the Detroit River.
The Dossin M useum has built a major
collection of scale model Great Lakes sail and
steam vessels, a collection of marine art,
and an in-house research library on commercial
vessels and racing craft. The installation
of the Gothic Room from the Steamer City of
Detroit III saved an impressive example of
steamboat architecture that can not be dup
licated. The enshrinem ent of the famous
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racing hydroplane M iss Pepsi has preserved
an important part of Detroit’s racing heritage.
We would like to thank all who have con
tributed to the Dossin M useum ’s collection,
for it has enabled the museum to present
a number of significant interpretive exhibits.
Through the efforts of the Great Lakes
Maritime Institute, bi-monthly entertainment
meetings present knowledgeable speakers,
along with films and slide shows of current
and past marine activities. Their support
has not only provided special exhibits, but
allowed for the development of annual events
such as the ship model contest and the marine
memorabilia mart. While it would be im
possible to recount all the exhibits, events, and
activities that have taken place over the
last 25 years, the support of the Great Lakes
Maritime Institute has been invaluable.
In preparation of the M useum ’s 25th Anni
versary, a major exhibit was undertaken
to present a unique view of marine history.
As the fresh waters of the Great Lakes have
preserved the vessels that have settled to the
bottomlands, what better way to present
marine history than by using the vessels

themselves. The shipwrecks span from the
1840’s to the 1970’s, and present a variety
of sail and steam vessels with diverse naval
architecture. The exhibit, ‘M ichigan’s Nautical
Time C apsules,’ is a look at individual ship
wrecks as they exist today.
The exhibit was a time consuming project
for the staff of the m useum, consultants, and
a number of Great Lakes historians. The
financing of the project was made possible
through the assistance of the Michigan De
partm ent of Natural Resources, the City of
Detroit, the Great Lakes Maritime Institute,
and the International Shipmasters Association,
Lodge Number 7 in Detroit. Without their
assistance the project would have been im
possible. The Dossin M useum closed for
most of December and half of January, 1985 so
that the installation of the exhibit could be
accomplished. The exhibit was installed
at that time as it would be impractical to close
the museum during peak visitation in June and
July. The exhibit opened to the public on
January 16, 1985 and is considered an ex
cellent look at ‘nautical time capsules’.
The exhibit was planned around a select

Capstan from the GOVERNOR SMITH
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number of Great Lakes vessels that have been
discovered intact on M ichigan’s bottomlands,
or were constructed in Michigan. Details
of vessels, such as cabin structure, or a carved
figurehead are aptly illustrated with artwork
and photographs. Without actually diving
on the vessels themselves, it is possible
to grasp the concept of diving and exploring
marine history firsthand.
It was a major undertaking to research
the vessels and to pull together the support
for the interpretive exhibit. Artifacts came
from the m useum ’s collection, or were loaned
from historians or other agencies. In one
instance, a 600 pound cast iron capstan from
the Steamer Governor Sm ith was brought
into the exhibit. A major conservation effort
was needed for a num ber of log books that
were recovered from the Steam er Daniel J.
Morrell. The vessel went down in Lake Huron
during a storm in 1966. Some ten years later,
the log books were recovered from the pilot
house, and placed in wet storage. The books
were then frozen and shipped to a company
that dealt in freeze-drying. The icy books
were placed in a vacuum chamber where the
process of sublimation could take place.
In this process the ice crystals went from a
solid state to a gaseous state. The books were
weighed until they achieved a constant weight,
a sign that there was no additional moisture
in them. At that time they were brought out,
and with the exception of some dirt and warped
pages, they could be handled. The freezing
killed any destructive mold, and the pages
came out dry, and after two weeks, they
even lost their fishy smell.
A major salvage operation was under
taken in the Detroit River in July, 1984, to
recover a unique object. The Detroit Harbor
master Dive Team contacted the museum
stating that they had found what appeared
to be an old cannon off Cobo Hall in downtown
Detroit. With the assistance of the Gaelic
Tugboat Company, a salvage operation was
undertaken the next day. After the divers
scoured the area around the cannon barrel,
a large hawser was attached and it was win
ched to the surface. It em erged from the bot
tom after some 170 years, for it was lost
while being transported during the War of
1812. After cleaning a light crust from the
1,200 pound cast iron barrel, a num ber of m ar
kings appeared. Based on the markings
it was determ ined that the cannon was cast
in England during the reign of King George II
between 1727 - 1760.

While the m useum ’s collection held a num
ber of artifacts and support materials for the
exhibit, a number of Great Lakes historians
assisted in the project. The collections of Dave
Trotter of Undersea Research Associates,
and Chuck and Jeri Feltner supplied a number
of recovered artifacts, as these freshwater
pioneers have discovered a number of virgin
shipwrecks. Their efforts to photographically
and historically document the vessels have
allowed each vessel to be placed in its proper
role of marine history.
The marine artist and historian Robert
McGreevy was able to supply a number of
quality pieces for the exhibit. His perspectives
on the status of vessels sailing and lying of
the bottomlands are excellent. They present
a graphic view of the conditions and features
of the vessels that divers only see a portion of
because of the depth of the water and the
limited visibility.
In a similar fashion the interpretive value of
static exhibits was not overlooked. The master
model builder Ted McCutcheon constructed
a one-inch scale model of the cabin structure of
the Schooner Alvin Clark which was lost in
1864. It is an invaluable tool that allows the
public to get the feel of close quarters where
the crew lived and worked on board.

Detroit River cannon.
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Model of the DETROIT EDISON at the loading dock.
A portion of the exhibit deals with the
loading and unloading of cargo on the lakes,
and how it has changed over the years. The
m aster model builder Harvey Nissley con
structed a model of a typical iron ore loading
dock with the seIf-unloader Detroit Edison
awaiting to fill her hold with cargo. He in
vented an animated dock with a scale engine
and car that runs onto the dock while pellets
drop into a bin, and ultimately into the hold
of the vessel. The project involved a computer
board and some newly invented mechanisms
to assist in the interpretation of Great Lakes
marine history.
M ichigan’s Nautical Time Capsules is the
major anniversary exhibit that was almost
two years in the making. The exhibit will
be on display until December, 1986. It is hoped
that the future will hold some new and exciting
changes for the museum. There are objects in
storage; a paddlewheel from the railroad
carferry Lansdowne, the dining room and
captain’s quarters from the Steamer Sylvania,
and three huge murals from vessels of the
Detroit and Cleveland Navigation Company
fleet, and other ‘treasures’ that we hope will
shortly be placed on exhibit.
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY Dossin Great Lakes
M useum . . .the best is yet to come.
□

Paddlewheel from the railroad
carferry LANSDOWNE.
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In April, 1966, the late Robert Lee asked me to write the news for about six weeks. Well, nine
teen years later, I have come to the end of acting as News Editor. My wife Joan and I are looking
forward to traveling after my retirem ent from the Detroit Edison Company. I would like to thank
all the people who have helped me all these years and most of all, I want to thank the personnel
at the Delray Power Plant who have had to put up with me over these past nineteen years.
Frederic E. Weber
June 1,1985
Mar. 1. . .At Fraser Shipyard in Superior, the red “ C” on the stack of the Greene and Sterling
have been changed to the Ford insignia. The Greene's forward cabins have been partially re
painted white.
. . .The engine from U.S. Steel old bulk carrier Thomas W. Lamont was being stripped for parts
to be transferred to the new engine being placed in their seIf-unloader George A. Sloan. The
Lamont has been idle since September, 1981 and is laid up in Duluth. The Sloan was at Fraser
Shipyard.
. . .The tu g /b arg e Amoco M ichigan/Am oco Great Lakes was stuck in the ice in the Straits of
Mackinac. She was headed for the Soo with fuel.
. . .A new tug company has been formed to serve the Great Lakes ports. Lakeside Towing Group
consists of the Gaelic Tugboat Company, North American Towing Company, Seaway Towing
Company and J.M .S. Towing Service. They will provide towing services on the upper lakes.
Mar. 2. . .The Yugoslav vessel Beograd arrived at Santos, Brazil from Duluth.
Mar. 3. . .Seaway officials announced April 1st as the opening date for the Seaway.
Mar. 4. . .The British vessel Sea Primrose was drydocked at Valletta, Malta for permanent
repairs.
. . .The Canadian vessel Cecil Desgagnes cleared Sorel, P.Q. on her first trip for Baie Comeau.
Mar. 5. . .C.S.L.’s Atlantic Superior loaded salt in the Bahamas and passed Westbound through
the Panama Canal.
Mar. 7. . .Lucien Paquin arrived at Montreal. She is the former M esange and has been purchased
by Logistec. Navigation.
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Mar. 11. . .The Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority has purchased the former Toledo yard of the
American Shipbuilding Company for $50,000. The shipyard has been closed since November, 1982.
Mar. 14. . .Laurentian Forest has returned to her original name and has been drydocked in
Halifax. She will carry paper eastbound and autos westbound.
Mar. 16. . .Huron Cement’s S. T. Crapo unloads at Detroit.
Mar. 17. . .The Canadian tanker Metro Sun has been sold to Prowmar Fuels Inc. and will be used
in the bunker service at Hamilton. She had been idle at Halifax since last summer.
Mar. 18. . .Canada’s sixteen leading Great Lakes shipowners are launching a $195,000 test
case to establish the liability of the St. Lawrence Seaway Authority for the bridge failure last
fall that trapped more than 200 vessels.
. .The Philippine vessel Transocean Pearl was being repaired at Singapore for damage sustained
when she hit the dock in Cleveland in November, 1984.
. . .Rouge Steel’s Henry Ford II was the first lake freighter to load coal in Toledo.
Mar. 19. . .The Canadian Coast Guard icebreaker Griffon was the first vessel through the Soo
Locks when she locked upbound for Thunder Bay, Ontario.
. . .C.S.L.’s seIf-unloader Louis R. Desmarias cleared Sorel for Port Cartier to begin her season.
. . .The tug Robinson Bay passed through the Eisenhower Lock to begin icebreaking.
Mar. 24. . .C.S.L. will operate a seIf-unloader between Rotterdam and Fines, Portugal to carry
coal for an electric generating station. The service is scheduled to begin in 1986 with some trial
trips scheduled this season.
Mar. 22. . .The Hanna Mining Company will change its name to M.A. H anna Company on May 1.
. . .The Mexican vessel Akalli Seri, ex-Thornhill was in New Orleans with a dam aged propeller.
Mar. 23. . .The Canadian bulk carrier Selkirk Settler arrived in Ham burg, W est Germany with
main engine damage. She was traveling light from Leningrad to Antwerp.
. . .Sea Primrose departed Valletta.
Mar. 23. . .The tug Jam es A. Hannah came out second best when she overran her own barge
while clearing ice in the Straits of Mackinac. Repairs will be done at the Soo.
Mar. 25. . .St. Lawrence Cement Company began unloading the storage cargo of cement from the
bulk carrier Paul H. Carnahan at the Duluth Port Terminal.
. . . Upper Lake’s Canadian Ambassador and Nevana are to carry Swedish ore to fill the caisson
legs with ballast for a Norwegian offshore oil rig.
. . .Atlantic Superior arrived at Longview, W ashington.
Mar. 26. . .U.S. Steel will operate ten vessels this season.
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. . .Inland Steel’s Edward L. Ryerson departed Indiana Harbor to load ore pellets at Escanaba.
Mar. 29. . .A Toronto Court has found the ferry Trillium responsible for damage to Captain
John’s R estaurant (ex-Normac) in a collision on June 2, 1981. She was not held responsible for her
sinking two weeks later.
. . .The tug Challenger, ex- A u Sable of the Corps of Engineers, will be put up for sale by the
U.S. Marshall as is where is in Duluth. She was owned by the Great Lakes Maritime Institute
of Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Mar. 30 . . .The icebreaker Mackinaw arrived at the Soo to begin icebreaking in Whitefish
Bay.
. . .Jenson Star cleared W indsor for Thunder Bay, Ontario.
. . .At Port Colborne the upper pilothouse was off the Ungava Transport and the men are working
on removing her stack. At Ramey’s Bend, only the stem remains on the E.G. Grace.

Photo by Skip Gillham

. . .The name Benson Ford was painted on the bow of the Greene and the name William Clay
Ford was being painted on the bow of the Sterling. The former William Clay Ford and Benson
Ford will remain in the slip at Rouge Steel. They will be known by their official numbers.

HON. PAUL MARTIN at Thorold on her maiden voyage on April 13, 1985.
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Apr. 1. . .Algoma’s John B. Aird was the first laker through the Soo Locks at 12:01 a.m.
.The Algow est was the first vessel through the W elland Canal and was honored in ceremonies
at Lock 3.
.The Liberian m /v M enhir was the first upbound saltie for the season. She loaded floor spar
in New Orleans for Windsor, Ontario.
.Other vessels locking through the Soo were the Edgar Speer, Agawa Canyon, Algosoo and
Algorail.
Apr. 2. . .With all repairs completed, C.S.L.’s Nanticoke departed Thunder Bay, Ontario. Later
in the day she touched bottom in the St. Marys River near Johnson’s Point and suffered minor
damage.
. . .Halco’s tanker Island Transport opened the season at Port Colborne.
.The old Canadian bulk carrier Lac Ste. A nne cleared Hamilton, Ontario under tow of tugs
James E. McGrath and Princess No. 1. They are enroute to Port Colborne.
. . .C.S.L. ’s Jean Parisien was the first downbound vessel at M assena, N.Y.
. . .Stephen B. Roman opened the season at Toronto.
. . .Upper Lake’s Canadian Transport cleared Conneaut, Ohio for Nanticoke, Ontario with the
first cargo of coal out of Conneaut for 1985.
. . .U.S. Steel’s John G. M unson departed Duluth with a new coat of paint. She was the first
outbound vessel with a cargo to leave the twin ports and also the first of the local fleet to depart.
Apr. 3. . .Lac Ste. A nne laid up at Port Colborne in the old channel below Lock No. 8.
. . .An engine room fire forced the Algolake to go aground in Lake St. Clair.
Apr. 4. . .M esquite passed upbound in the W elland Canal after finishing deep sea duty.
Apr. 5. . .After finishing icebreaking duties in W hitefish Bay, the Mackinaw returned to Che
boygan, MI.
. . . Ungava Transport, now a barge, was towed to Hamilton by tugs Princess No. 1 and James E.
McGrath. She will serve as a storage barge for a new refueling service to ships.
. . .The Wm. A. McGonagle was moved at Fraser Shipyard in anticipation of removing the
John J. Boland from the large drydock. The drydock will be used by the Philip R. Clarke.
Apr. 6. . .A winter storm has hit Whitefish Bay and closed the channel previously opened by the
Mackinaw. The Mackinaw will return to Whitefish Bay.
. . .C.S.L.’s newest seIf-unloader Hon. Paul M artin arrived at the Soo and anchored because of
bad weather. She was headed for Thunder Bay to load grain for Quebec City.
. . .Heavy winds from the south jammed the Port Colborne entrance to the W elland Canal with
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UNGAVA TRANSPORT at Port Colborne on March 2, 1985.
ice. The U.S.C.G. icebreaker Neah Bay and the Canadian icebreaker Des Grosseillers began
operations to keep the ships moving.
. . .Great Lakes Towing tugs moved the Boland out of Fraser Shipyard to the Hallet Dock 6A
(old Camagie Dock) up the St. Louis River. All work on the Boland has stopped.
Apr. 7. . .Mackinaw arrived at W hitefish Bay and the Hon. Paul Martin headed for Thunder Bay.
. . .Pickands-M ather’s J.L. M authe entered the Welland Canal for Toronto.
. . .U.S. Steel’s Edwin H. Gott arrived at Conneaut with ore.
Apr. 8. . .Algowood went aground while entering Hamilton harbor. She was freed with the help
of two tugs.
. . .J.L. M authe arrived at Canada Malting with grain from Thunder Bay. She will later shift to
Victory Mills to unload the rest of her grain.
. . .Cornell University’s Navy ROTC training ship Alliance sank at her dock in Rochester.
. . .Fraser Shipyard begin working again on the Boland.
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.The Federal Thames was the first saltie in Toledo. She loaded soybeans for Europe.

Apr. 9. . .The Benson Ford, ex-Edward B. Greene, departed Fraser Shipyard and loaded ore in
Duluth for Rouge Steel.
. .Agawa Canyon opened the season at Port Stanley with a load of potash. After unloading,
she will load salt at Goderich.
. . .The U.S.C.G. icebreakers have opened W hitefish Bay for shipping.
. . .Rouge Steel’s E rnest R. Breech departed the Ford Basin to load grain at Superior to Buffalo.
Apr. 11. . .Salvage workers have raised the Alliance. The cause of the sinking was blamed on a
broken toilet.
. . .Robert B. No. 1 passed upbound in the Seaway. This tug was bound for Port Dover,Ontario
and will be used in a new fuel bunkering service at Nanticoke.
Apr. 12. . .C.S.L.’s Hon. Paul Martin set a new record for the port of Toledo when she loaded
1,060,000 bushels of com at Cargill’s riverfront elevator. She broke her own record of 1,045,000
bushels which she loaded in December, 1984.
. . .Hon. Paul M artin entered the Welland Canal and tied up at Lock 7 to repair winches. She
was headed for Quebec City and then will go to Halifax to load gypsum.

•k
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The BENSON FORD and WM. CLAY FORD in new colors at Fraser Shipyard
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Launching o f the PATERSON at 11:45 a.m. on April 18, 1985 at Collingwood.
The sponsor was M iss Ellen Patterson. She measures 736' 6.5" x 75' 10.5" x 42'.
Horsepower: 8160 bhp Speed: 15.5 mph
Apr. 13. . .Parrish & H eimbecker’s Beechglen became stuck in the ice in the St. Marys River near
Mud Lake Junction Buoy. Inland Steel’s Joseph L. Block was forced to anchor until the Beechglen
was freed.
Apr. 14. . .The tanker Hamilton Energy, ex-M etro Sun, entered the Welland Canal and tied
up at dock 1.
. . .Indiana Harbor went aground inside the Aerial Bridge in Duluth for about four hours. She
was making the turn at the buoy in an ice floe and ventured into the shoal area.
. ..The Belle River began loading coal in Superior.
. ..The National Steel logos were completely painted over on the Carnahan. This was due to a
corporate name change.
Apr. 15. . .U.S. Steel’s Philip R. Clarke was floated out of drydock at Fraser Shipyard. Her
rudder was replaced.
Apr. 16. . .Rouge Steel’s Wm. Clay Ford, ex-W alter A. Sterling departed Fraser Shipyard and
loaded ore in Duluth for Rouge Steel.
. ..Paterson’s Canadoc was off the drydock at Port W eller.
. .. Yankcanuck was the first vessel to pass through the Canadian lock at the Soo.
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Apr. 17. . .Catherine Desgagnes ex-Thorold, passed up the Welland Canal.
. . .Paterson’s m /v Ontadoc was surveyed at Thunder Bay for damage received when she touched
bottom in the American Narrows in the Seaway. She will be drydocked next winter for repairs.
Apr. 18. . .Paterson’s newest vessel Paterson was launched at Collingwood Shipyards. The
730-foot straight decker will be in service by the end of June.
. . .The Panamanian vessel Blue Pine went aground in the same area as the Indiana Harbor
while outbound from Duluth harbor.
. . .Hamilton Energy was moored in the gatelifter berth below Lock No. 1 in the Welland Canal.
Apr. 20. . .C.S.L. plans to order two lake-style self-unloaders from a Far East shipyard, which
hasn’t been named as yet. They also announced plans to convert two straight-deckers at Colling
wood Shipyard.
Apr. 23. . .Upper Lakes Canadian Prospector was drydocked at Port Weller.
. . .Canadian Progress went aground in the St. Lawrence River near Ogdensburg, N.Y. due to a
power failure. She was headed for Chicago with ore.
Apr. 24. . .The Canadian Progress was lightered by the Jam es Norris and refloated with assis
tance from tugs Robinson Bay, Salvage Monarch and Daniel McAllister.
. . .The passenger vessel Bay Queen passed upbound in the Welland Canal.
Apr. 26. . .The Liberian m /v Pacific Defender had her No. 3 fuel oil tank punctured by falling
cargo at Detroit. She will be repaired at Duluth.
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Bethlehem Steel's JOHNSTOWN built in 1952 at Sparrows Point, MD.
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Apr. 27. ..Laketon on Port Weller Dry Docks.
Apr. 28. ..C.S.L.’s Atlantic Superior arrived in Norfolk, Virginia with potash from Vancouver,
B.C. Only one-half of the cargo will be unloaded h ere. The remainder is scheduled for Baltimore.
. . .Hon. Paul M artin loading clinkers at Clarkson, Ontario for Catskill, N. Y.
Apr. 30. ..The Japan-bound Golden Pioneer will load coal at Sept Isles Bay fromC.S.L.’s self
unloaders Tarantau, Jean Parisien, Tadoussac and J. W. McGiffon.
. . .The Canadian tugs Stormont and Glenside towed the Fernglen from Toronto. She is bound
for the scrappers at Port Maitland.
Miscellaneous. . .
. .Paterson announced plans to repower the Comeaudoc. They have placed the Senator of
Canada and the Quedoc in perm anent lay-up.
. . .Bethlehem Steel has sold the Johnstown for scrap.
. .Algoma has sold the E.B. Barber for scrap.
.Caribbean Trailer was sold by Deremar Shipping to Contrast Maritime Ltd. of Cayman Is
lands. Her name was unchanged. She sailed from Windsor, Ontario to Thunder Bay in the 1983
season.

NEW SHIP MODEL GALLERY
The sail and steam models of the Dossin
Great Lakes M useum have found a new
home. Due to the installation of the ‘Time
Capsules’ exhibit, the models were relocated
in the new Ship Model Gallery.
Funds from the G .L.M .I.’s Museum De
velopment Fund will be used to replace the
old lighting fixtures with new trac lights.
This will enable the models to be individually
highlighted, to enhance their details. Thanks
to all who have contributed to the project.
The ship model hanging over the entrance
is a builder’s half-model of the freighter
Penobscot. She was built in 1895 at W. Bay
City, Michigan. She was owned by the Nichol
son Transit S.S. Company and alternated
as a bulk freighter and automobile carrier.
She was withdrawn from service in 1955
to be used as a grain storage barge in Buffalo.
On November 16, 1962 she was towed from
Buffalo to H um berstone to be scrapped.
□
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