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MEMBERSHIP NOTES

•

The G.L.M.I. will sponsor a model shipbuilding contest on the weekend of October 18-19th.
The sixth annual Marine Flea Market will be held in DeRoy Hall at the museum on Saturday,
December 6th from 10-3 p.m. Those interested in table space should contact the museum as early
as possible as space was sold out for last year’s show.
The Association for Great Lakes Maritime History will hold their third annual meeting in Detroit
on October 9-11th. Registration will be on Thursday, October 9th at the Hotel Ponchartrain. On
Friday, October 10th the association will meet at the Dossin Museum to hear these speakers:
Harvey Nissley - “ Building Museum Quality Ship M odels” , LuAnn Kozma - “ Great Lakes Light
house Keepers Oral History Project” , Malcolm McAdams - “ Public Programs” . After lunch the
group will have a tour of the Detroit/Windsor waterfront. Dinner will be on the Lansdowne and
the Underwater Research Associates will have a slide program for the evening’s entertainment.
The cost for the 2-day conference is $35.00. Dinner on the Lansdowne is $25.00.
On Saturday, October 11th, a special workshop titled “ Great Lakes Freshwater Vessels - Their
Preservation, Care and Operation’ ’ will be held at the Dossin Museum from 9-5 p.m. Presentations
will be made on the following subjects: “ Making the Decision to Preserve” , “ Restoration” ,
‘‘Operation of Historic V essels” , and “ Preservation - the cost and how to pay for it’’. At 7:30 p.m .,
Mr. Harry Wolf will present a multi-media show titled, “ Preserved Freshwater Vessels - A Pic
torial Essay” . Mr. Wolf will tell the story of floating museum vessels and dry land museum ves
sels. This night meeting is a joint meeting for the Marine Historical Society of Detroit and the
G.L.M.I. The cost for the vessel preservation workshop is $25.00. Those wishing registration
for one or both of the conferences can receive an application form at the museum.

MEETING NOTICES

•

Mr. Harry Wolf will be our guest speaker at our annual dinner on the Lansdowne on Friday,
September 19th. (See notice on page 139.) The next Board of Directors meeting (which all members
are invited to attend) will be held on Friday, October 17 at 7:30 p.m. Mr. William Carey will be
our guest speaker at November’s entertainment meeting on Friday, November 21 at 8:00 p.m.
Mr. Carey will show slides of ships that he worked on in the 1940’s and 1950’s. Members that
attended slide night last January will remember his slides on the Bartelme.
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OUR COVER PICTURE . . .As the procession of older ships continues to the
scrapyard, boat watchers along the lakes take special notice when a laker such as
the Beechglen passby. She was built at American Shipbuilding in Cleveland
in 1923 as Hull 496. In 1960 she was lengthened 72 feet by an addition of a partial
midbody and T-2 class stem at American Shipbuilding’s yard in Lorain. This photo
of her was taken by Richard Kruse in July, 1985 while she was in the St. Marys
River.
□
Telescope is produced with assistance from the Dossin Great Lakes Museum,
an agency of the Historical Department of the City of Detroit.
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STRANDED ON THE HOMETOWN PIERS
by
PAULG. WIENING
When the month of November turns up on
the calendar, shipmasters on the Great Lakes
annually brace themselves for the worst.
Late season storms on the Lakes have become
legendary as the storm clouds seem to pick
out the eleventh month of each year to kick
up their heels in the most severe manner.
The November storms through the years
have become renowned for wreaking the most
havoc.
Such was the case in 1934 as it was for
many seasons before and since. It was just such
a late-season storm that was hitting the Great
Lakes region on Tuesday evening, Novem
ber 13, 1934 as Captain John Huff was guiding
the 33-year old William A. Reiss (i) down
Lake Michigan. The 420-foot Reiss was loaded
with a 7000 ton cargo of coal destined for
the “ home” port of Sheboygan, Wisconsin.

Owned by the Reiss Steamship Company
of Sheboygan, the William A. Reiss was
one of four near-sisters that were operated by
Reiss interests, all of which were named
for the brothers owning the firm. One of those
sisters, the Otto M. Reiss (i), had recently
been sold to the Gartland Steamship Company,
but had retained the Reiss for a time.
The 1934 blow on the Great Lakes was
perhaps not as disastrous in damage to ships
as other storms of record. However, it suc
ceeded in getting several vessels into trouble
because of the heavy seas and high winds.
Those seas were mounting as the William A.
Reiss came within sight of Sheboygan. The
C. Reiss Coal Company had a major dock there,
one of many large coal distribution docks
that the firm operated throughout the Lakes.
Sheboygan harbor is located about sixty

The WILLIAM A. REISS just off the south breakwall at Sheboygan on November 14
1934, early in the morning.
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Top: A view from the deck of the REISS shows lightering operations after the
storm. Bottom: The company tug REISS brought a derrick scow alongside the
WILLIAM REISS to offload the coal. It took over three days to finally float her free.
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miles north of Milwaukee, and offered re
latively good refuge from the storms at sea,
assuming that the mariner could safely navi
gate his way through the extended piers.
It had been a major coal port since the late
1800’s, owing to the Reiss dock facilities
there. Hundreds of thousands of tons of coal
were received there annually, much oT which
was carried on Reiss flag vessels.
The harbor, however, was occasionally
tricky to enter because of the persistant sand
bar that appeared regularly at the harbor
mouth. Water levels were very low in 1934 and
no doubt Captain Hoff was aware that the sand
bar could cause his vessel difficulty in the
stormy weather.
No doubt also there was the remembrance
of another Reiss vessel that had come to grief
at the harbor entrance just eight years earlier.
In a similar storm early on Saturday morning
December 4, 1926, the coal laden J.L. Reiss
was also heading into the home port for a late
season delivery. On that occasion, this 480-foot
vessel was under command of Captain R.O.
Frankforter, and was just beginning to enter

the Sheboygan piers with 8000 tons of cargo
when a strong blast of wind caught the stem
and slammed it into the south pier. The impact
ripped a large gash in the vessel. The Reiss'
boiler room quickly flooded, and the vessel
became helplessly grounded, blocking the en
trance. Another fleetmate, the Otto M. Reiss (i)
was only a few hours behind the J.L. Reiss
and was also bound for Sheboygan. Because
the J.L. effectively blocked the entrance,
the Otto had to be rerouted to another Reiss
coal dock at Manitowoc, Wisconsin, about 30
miles to the north.
The J.L. Reiss remained on the bottom for
several days, but eventually was raised to
sail again for many years. She eventually
found the bottom again in 1972 when, as the
Sidney E. Smith, Jr. (ii), she was involved
in a spectacular collision near the Blue Water
Bridge at Port Huron, Michigan. That time
she blocked the river for many weeks until
the last pieces of her hull could be removed.
At about 6:30 p.m ., as the William A. Reiss
squared away for the final approach to Sheboy
gan, the heavy seas and strong wind caught

A t the company docks in Manitowoc, WI. after the ship was towed for full in
spection. The damage was extensive and repairs considered too costly, so she was
eventually sold for scrap.
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The J.L. REISS shortly after she struck the pier and began sinking. She was later
raised and returned to service.
the vessel and forced her firmly onto the sand
bar. The ship came to an abrupt halt about 50
feet off the south pier, and she began to swing
and face the north. None of the 35 crew mem
bers on board were in danger as the ship
went on, but it was clear that she was mortally
wounded.
Before the storm would finally abate,
another vessel, the Benson Ford (i) went
aground in the Detroit River near Wyandotte,
Michigan. Also the tug Ballenas and a lumber
barge were in trouble on Lake Erie, and
the barge had to be beached near Cleveland.
Wednesday, November 14, 1934 still found
the Reiss hard on the bottom within hailing
distance of shore, and within sight of the
C. Reiss Coal Company offices. The crew
had remained on board throughout the night,
and the ship was able to maintain steam.
Eight men came ashore that morning in a
Coast Guard vessel for mail and supplies.
They returned to the boat with severed officials
of the Reiss Company who came to survey
the situation and assess the damage. It was
clear that the vessel had to be lightered be

fore she could be moved. A derrick boat
was brought alongside, and nearly half of the
cargo had to be removed.
Finally at 7:00 a.m ., the Reiss was at last
floated free and taken into Sheboygan harbor.
The following week the tugs Reiss and W.H.
M eyer were used to tow the stricken steamer
to Manitowoc for survey. She was discovered
to be badly damaged and too expensive to
repair. She was eventually sold to a wrecking
concern and taken to Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin
where she was cut up for scrap in 1935.
The William A. Reiss was built as the
Frank H. Peavey by the American Shipbuilding
Company as one of five identical steamers
ordered by the Peavey Steamship Company.
She was operated by the Tomlinson Fleet
from 1913 until sold to the Reiss Steamship
Company on February 8, 1916. She received
her final name in 1917.
□
Paul W iening was bom in Port W ashinton, WI. and continues to live
there today. He has been photographing ships since 1956 and those
wishing to order a catolog of available photographs send $2.50 to:
Paul W iening Enterprises
418 W. Oakland Ave.
Port W ashington, WI. 53074
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FRANKLIN PHELPS - CHAUMONT SHIPBUILDER

by
RICHARD F. PALMER

One of the last shipbuilders on the U.S.
side of Lake Ontario was Mr. Franklin Daniel
Phelps of Chaumont, New York, situated
on a protected bay not too far from Sackets
Harbor. Captain Phelps was bom in Chaumont

on March 20, 1852, and he never ventured
far from there except as a lake and St. Law
rence River pilot in his earlier days. His
father, Mr. Morris G. Phelps, had also been
a boat builder and also constructed brid

The FRANKLIN D. PHELPS in Duluth Minnesota.
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The steamer HINCKLEY at the dock at Cape Vincent, N. Y. in the early 1920s.

ges.
As a young man, Capt. Phelps sailed on
the upper Lakes, later returning to Lake
Ontario, sailing out of Lewiston and Char
lotte, as well as down the St. Lawrence to
Montreal. He was a skilled navigator and
always delighted in telling his experiences.
However, he was better known as a boat
and shipbuilder. He built and rebuilt tugs,
schooners, steamers, scows and small fishing
boats, his first product being the little 57-ton
two-masted schooner Emma in 1882 (US
135602 56' x 15' x 5'). One of the last sizable
vessels he built was a 70-foot fish in g tug.
Many of his boats were well known up and
down the lakes and St. Lawrence River over
the years, particularly in the coasting trade of
coal, lumber, hay and other commodities
between the smaller ports. They also carried
stone from the limestone quarries of Chau
mont to various ports for use as breakwaters
and docks.
Most of the oak and other timber used in
shipbuilding in those days was cut locally or on
nearby islands in Lake Ontario which was
rafted to these small shipyards. The yards,
including Phelps’, were rather crude affairs,
consisting of little more than makeshift stocks

near the water. Only the larger ports had
drydocks.
These small yards gave employment to a
comparatively large number of men in the
community. Rebuilding and repair work was
also a large part of the business, especially
when there weren’t any orders for new vessels.
Particularly in Chaumont, vessels that had
seen better days were brought in and refitted
by Phelps for small owners. Usually, they were
winched ashore and then towed back out into
the water when work was completed. Some
were cut in two, lengthened and reassembled.
Phelps was prominent in this business
from the early 1880s until his death on April 21,
1922 at his home, which was the old toll gate
house by the bridge crossing the Chaumont
River. His two brothers, Leon and Pearl,
continued the business to some extent for a
few years. Mr. Phelps had no children. He
also was survived by three sisters.
Very few people are alive today who recall
the glory days of shipbuilding and repair at
Chaumont, and there is hardly a trace left to
even mark the spot were the Phelps yard was.
But in its day, this and other similarly obscure
small ports contributed much to the maritime
commerce of the lakes.

SEP ☆ OCT, 1986
Page 121
Vessels known to have been built by Frank
Phelps at Chaumont, New York.

in 1924 for use in steamer Marcus Roen.
Abandoned in 1928.

C.A. Cole: steam tug 70' x 15' x 7'. Used
as a fish carrier. Built for Claude Cole of Main
Duck Island and Cape Vincent, N.Y. Engines
came from the wreck of the steamer John
Randall. Later converted to diesel. Abandoned
on Amherst Island in the 1930’s.

Hinckley: steamer (US 96578) 211 gross tons
177 net tons 199' 8" x 24' x 11'7" 1901. Built
for Augustus R. Hinckley of Cape Vincent,
N.Y. Deepened by 3'7" in 1920. Foundered off
Stony Point, N.Y., July 29, 1929.

Emma: two-masted schooner 28 tons 56' x
15' x 5' 1882. Built for Frank Phelps. Aban
doned about 1907, and left to rot in the pond
at Chaumont.
Franklin D. Phelps: steamer (US 200234) 192
gross tons 85 net tons 9 0 '5 " x 2 0 ' x 8 'l" 1903.
Built on the hull of the steamer Cyclone,
originally built in Cleveland in 1883. Original
dimensions, 96' x 20'8" x 8 '. 86 gross tons
45 net tons. Used by Phelps for his personal
use. Sebsequent owners included People’s
Milling Co., Chaumont, Alexander McDougall
(Duluth, MN.), Northern Fish Co., and John
Roen of Charlevoux and Sturgeon Bay, WI.
Cut down to a barge and engines salvaged

Isabella H.: steamer (US 213102) 248 gross ton
141 net tons 100'8" x 25'9” x 11 '1" 1915.
Built as the combination passenger and
package freighter McCormick by Alan Kirby
Shipyard, Grand Haven, MI. 1887. Original
dimensions 106' x 24'7" x 8 '. Purchased by
Hinckley and rebuilt at Chaumont. He had the
forecastle built up and a steel A frame mounted
forward to replace wooden one. Foundered
in Oswego Harbor September 28, 1925, in
30 feet of water.
Jessie: 2-masted schooner (later barge)
(US 46564) 1900 256 gross tons 209 net tons
127' x 25' x 10'8". Built for D.C. Wheeler,
Oswego. Later owners included Hinckley
and General Electric Co. Abandoned 1922.

The schooner NORTHERN LIGHTS was a common sight on Lake Ontario and the
St. Lawrence River coasting trade in the early 1900s.

A u t h o r ’s C o l le c t i o n
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Frank Phelps shipyard at Chaumont, New York ca. 1910.

(Apparently used as a barge on the Barge
Canal).
John S. Parsons: 3-masted schooner (US 76999)
1892 115.26 gross tons 109.50 net tons 92'7" x
21'4" x 9'4". Converted to steam barge
1896; to tow barge by 1910. Owned by Frank
Phelps. Foundered off Oswego, November 24,
1913, and broke up.
Lena L.: sloop 10 gross tons 1896 42' x 11' x 3'
Built at Three Mile Bay. Owned by D. Silver,
Chaumont.
M.G. Phelps steamer (US 213393) Launched
December 23, 1914 99 gross tons 73 net tons
100' x 21' 5" x 4' 6" Built for Jay W. Robinson,
Auburn, N.Y. Sold later to Traverse City Navi
gation Co., Grand Haven, MI. Scrapped in
1932.
M.I. Wilcox schooner 28 gross tons 1894
61' x 16' x 4' Owned by S. Failing, Point
Peninsula (near Chaumont) used as a hay
scow.

Northern Lights: 2-masted schooner 1899
39 gross tons 65' x 17' x 6 '. Owned by Capt.
William R. Sheely, Cape Vincent.
Uncle Paul: barge 1900 67 gross tons 80' x
22' x 5 '. Owned by Adams & Duford, Chau
mont.
Uncle Paul No. 2: barge 1909 94 gross tons
Owned by Augustus R. Hinckley.
Bibliography
My thanks to the Rev. Edward Dowling,S.J.
of Detroit and Loren Joyce of Mississauga,
Ontario, for furnishing information about
vessels. Data regarding Mr. Phelps came from
newspaper clippings, copies furnished by
Watertown Daily Times, Watertown, N.Y.
Also consulted were Beeson's Marine Direc
tory, registers of the American Bureau of Ship
ping and Inland Lloyds.
□
Richard Palmer is a journalist for the H erald-Journal in Syracuse,
N.Y. Mr. Palmer has written m any articles on the shipping history of
Osw ego for Telescope and other marine publications. This is the
second installmant about shipbuilding in the small ports on Lake
Ontario.
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IN SEARCH OF THE HENRY CLAY

by
BOB JOHNSON

Anyone involved in barbershop singing
hears music about a steamboat named Henry
Clay. I have performed in two such songs and
heard a third. The word “ Clay” affords the
quartet or chorus the opportunity to zero in
on the long “ a” and close with a neatlyturned diphthong for some rousing sound.
Beyond the technical aspect, the barbershopper who is also a ship fan begins to wonder
whether a real Henry Clay ever plowed from,
to or through Dixie, as the music suggests.
I went on search.
Early last century, Henry Clay made his
fame as orator, statesman, debator, cabinet
officer and long-time senator from Kentucky.
Nick n a m e d “ The Great Conciliator” , he
lent his name to a sailing packet in the At
lantic trade. In those days, the redoubtably
named Mr. Preserved Fish (honest!) was a
magnate in Atlantic shipping, and it would
be pleasant to report as one of the owners
of the first Henry Clay, but records don’t
afford that joy. We can read, though, that

this ship carried the statue of Senator Clay
as its figurehead, and that on launching
day, a celebrating seaman embraced the
figurehead to take a ride down the ways
with the new hull. (Coast builders never
learned the joy of a sidewise launching.)
Those early sailing packets did not enjoy
long service lives, so we may assume that
this Henry Clay sailed through a crack.
A violent end had awaited the next name
sake Clay that I found. Built in 1851, for pas
senger service in the Hudson River, this one
was admeasured at 386 tons. A beam engine
drove its sidewheels and its owners boasted
of its capacity for speed. On the following
July 28th, it got into an informal race with the
Armenia, a known speedster. Armenia had a
narrow hull and a beam engine of fearsome
14-foot stroke. Clay proved itself the faster
boat, but set itself afire in the process and
ran ashore in flames at Riverdale, New York,
a few miles south of Yonkers. Many passengers
lost their lives in the blaze. Coincidentally,
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Senator Clay died within days of the tragedy.
Authorities began investigating steamboat
racing in the Hudson River and soon placed
an official ban on the practice. In point of
fact, though, the engineer of a beam-engined
vessel would often tinker a bit with the engine
if a rival boat in the same line threatened
to humiliate his.*
Two other vessels named for the Senator
were to be found in our Lakes. One, of 301
tons, was built at Black Rock, New York
in 1826 and abandoned in 1835. The second,
221 tons and built at Milan, Ohio in 1849,
ran for only a few seasons, but got into history.
General Winfield Scott chartered it and another
steamer to move troops from Buffalo to Fort
Dearborn. Scott, affectionately known to
his soldiers and associates as “Old Fuss
and Feathers” must have been appalled to
learn that cholera had broken out in the Clay
as it steamed up Lake Erie. The little flotilla
had to put in at Fort Gratiot (Port Huron)
to bury its dead, treat its ailing and rest
the others. Once ashore, those who were

able to do so demonstrated their American
resourcefulness by taking off over all con
venient hills to search for fortune in fields
and forests. So ended this expedition. The
Henry Clay saga ended in the Lakes in 1851
when this vessel ran up on the east side of
Long Point and was lost. It reportedly carried
some store of gold and silver coins, and thus
may be the source of some searching under
water.
I’d had enough; four vessels were found
and none could have reached Dixie. Two
had been unhappy ships, unlike the steam
boats of song. Convinced that Southern steam
boat men would never have named a vessel
for so ardent an abolitionist as Henry Clay,
I turned to imagination and the drawing board
determined to create the image of a white
and gilt Ohio-Mississippi steamboat worthy
of so illustrious a name. From various songs I
inferred that my dream steamboat should
have an ample top deck and space aboard for
music and dancing. One song confirms it a
steamer via lyrics which mention a steamboat

•Beam engines had their valves set by the builders, and cutoff could
only be adjusted at a shipyard. A determ ined engineer could introduce
a wood or metal w edge, even a new spaper on one occasion, between
the “ wipers” of the adm ission valve gear to force valves open a bit
longer and perhaps swipe an extra, crucial, RPM or two out o f the

engine. Since I learned of the practice I have grown suspicious that this
sort of jiggery-pokery, in addition to the iced condenser and the
wiper seated on the exhaust valve stem , enabled the beam -engined
City o f Erie to come from behind and nose out our Tashmoo.
□
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puffing at a levee. Engines to be wanned and
kept warm, and we who remember the way
Huron gasped, realize that the ’scapes of a
side-wheel river boat would be almost as
regular. Another sings of paddle wheels-plural,
thus ruling out the stem-wheel arrangement.
Another phrase, though, goes out of char
acter and mentions roaring engines. Fireboxes
may roar and diesels will, a la the GM 567’s
in Venus, but even at 22 rpm, steam engines
may only wheeze a bit.
Undaunted, I tackled the scratchboard
drawing with this article. The imaginary
vessel would be more than 300 feet in length,
and require a set of 36" engines of 12-foot
stroke to turn its 48-foot paddle wheels.
Because the Senator’s home was near Lexing
ton, Kentucky, I settled on the Ohio Riversytle single stage. Of course there are tall,
black, stinking-hot stacks towering above the
decks, a pair of ’scape pipes and a pilot house
large enough to accommodate freeloading
pilot-observers who could loaf, swap yams and
spit while ‘Teaming the river’. ’’
I even dreamed up a “trade” for the my
thical steamer. Too large for the shallow pools
of the Upper Ohio, it would have traded from
Louisville to Memphis and back, and then
up to St. Louis and return. Each weekend
would have been spent at a different one of
the three cities, running excursions and moon
light trips. It could have sailed to, through
or from Dixie and fulfilled all three songs.
The drawing is 20-Vi" x 14-Vi", and the hull
of the imaginary steamer is about 14" long.
Hardly was the drawing finished when I
read in Civil War history that acting Rear
Admiral David Porter had a Henry Clay with
his squadron when he ran downstream be
neath the guns of Vicksburg, Mississippi
in 1863! Business acquaintance with a Penta
gon type enabled me to inquire of the U.S.
Naval Records Section. Their reply was fol
lowed by a considerable response from the
National Archives, where there must be a
record of almost everything. This disclosed
that Henry Clay’s name appeared on four river
steamers, all built along the Ohio, and that
the last one indeed participated in the Vicks
burg run-by.
A 190-ton Clay, built at Newport, Kentucky
in 1819, traded from Louisville until it was
lost seven years later. Next, a Pittsburghbuilt boat of 424 tons, traded out of that
city from 1832 until abandoned in 1836. The

third, 310 tons and of Cincinnati build, ran out
of the Queen City until lost in 1843. The last
originated in McKeesport, Pennsylvania,
in 1857 and was admeasured 257 tons. This
one went to war.
It negotiated the Ohio Falls and was running
out of St. Louis when hostilities began. In time
the Navy chartered it, gave it the nominal
protection of baled hay of cotton and sent it
down to Porter’s flotilla. Loaded with 50,000
rations and towing a coal barge alongside,
the Henry Clay joined two other chartered
transports in following Porter’s squadron:
seven ironclad “turtles” and a ram-- down
river, with another Navy vessel, Tuscumbia,
last in line and charged with keeping order.
The squadron took departure in the late
evening of April 16, 1863, steaming in line
astern only about 50 yards apart. Just enough
steam was worked to keep the boats’ bows
in position and their guns bearing. Porter
relied on stealth until the moment of dis
covery.
When that moment came, Confederate
artillary on the Vicksburg heights opened
up with shot ranging up to one hundred
pounds. A large fire was started on the west
bank. Porter’s ironclads banged back. Plenty
of shot was exchanged, but not much of it
told on the blacked-out squadron. Two trans
ports, Henry Clay included, attempted to turn
back and had to be spurred downriver by
Tuscumbia. Clay took a hit and caught fire,
becoming a total loss - chow, coal and all.
Some of her crew escaped in the yawl boat
and the Navy picked up the rest, including
the pilot who floated on a timber for several
hours. The remainder of the flotilla tied off
at New Carthage, Mississippi, to patch up
what damage it had sustained.
So ended the series of Henry Clay vessels.
None can be said to have had a happy ending,
but the Henry will continue to steam on se
renely in imagination. If someone accuses me
of drawing one which bears strong resem
blance to “the old General Cornpone” or some
other famed river steamer, I’ll admit the crime
and state it was committed only because
I lacked the proper picture of the last J.M.
White, to me, the grandest and fastest boat
ever to steam the Big River.
□
Bob Johnson grew up in Chicago and has contributed m any articles
on the history o f this area. Several articles have been based on pure
speculation while others have show n his researching abilities, most
notably in his two-part series on the Calumet River in March and
May issues of T elescope in 1985.
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Mantowoc harbor in 1897showing (left to right) BLACK ROCK, H. A. HAWGOOD
and GEORGE F. WILLIAMS.
McDonald C o ll/D o ssin M useum

GREAT LAKES MARITIME INSTITUTE
DOSSIN GREAT LAKES MUSEUM
BELLE ISLE
Detroit, Michigan 48207
(313) 267-6440

August 20,

1986

Dear Members:
We would like to take this opportunity to bring you up to date on the
activities of the Great Lakes M a ritime Institute and the Do'ssin Great
Lakes Museum.
During the past few
years, your Board of Directors have
been increasingly active in the support of the needs of the Museum.
Unfortunately, we have not always kept the membership advised of the
many things that have happened or in which the Institute has been involved.
It was felt that our journal, the "Telescope", should be kept mainly for
articles dealing with history.
This newsletter is an attempt to bring
all of the members of the Great Lakes Maritime Institute into the activities
that have been taking place.
First of all, there was an election held and at the June 20, 1986 meeting
two new member s joined the Board of Directors.
Jerry Crowley and Robert
McGreevely took their places at the table.
A new slate of Officers was
elected and fill the following offices, President - J. Albin Jackman, VicePresident - Charles T. McKutcheon, Treasurer - Thomas C. Ryan, and Secretary
the irrepressable Thomas Rockwell has been retained (how could we get along
without him?).
John Polascek was elected to the post of Coordinating
Director.
The other Board Members are as follows:
Richard Bogdan, William
Carey, Roger Hewlett, Robert Irwin, Chris Klein, Richard Kruse, Past-President, David McDonald, F. Jordan Schanbeck, Karl Strek, and Harry Wolf.
The entire Board is there to represent you the members and we welcome your
comments and suggestions.
Members are always welcome at the Board Meetings.
This is your chance to see how the Institute is run for you and the benefit
of the Museum.
We hope that all of the members will be able to take part in many of the
activities of the Institute and M u s e u m in the future.
W e would like to thank Kathleen M c G r a w for the six years that she served
as the C oordin a t i n g Director following the retirement of the late Robert
E. Lee, the former curator.
Kathy has spent many, many hours keeping
things ship-shape and answering the members' questions.
Thanks Kathy for
your devotion and time.
Kathy will still be editing the "Telescope
and
will still be work i n g at the Museum.
We would like to also thank those Board Members, who have served but during
the past year have had to resign or declined to run again due to more press—
ing commitments.
Erich and Jacque l i n e Rabe moved to Prince Edward island to
become Inn Keepers.
Halter Carpus served for many years and will be missed.
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Donald Richards left the Board but took over as the "Telescope" news editor.
Don jumped from the frying pan into the fire.
T h anks Don.
We would like
to thank them all for their many c o ntributions to the Institute and the
Board.
We hope that they will be available with their k n o wledge and
assistance in the future.
The Institute is going to continue to grow both in stature and also in the
number of members.
Have you ever considered giving a m e m b e r s h i p as a gift
to your relatives or friends?
There is a growing interest in the blue
building on Belle Isle and the p reservation of Great Lakes M a r i t i m e History.
If there are more people interested, it will make the task easier.
For those of you who have done research or writ t e n articles or would,
please submit them to our editor, Kathy McGraw. There is alwa y s a need
for material to be published in the "Telescope".
If you know of anyone, who might be disposing of a collection, old nautical
items, books, pictures, memorabilia, or other items relating to life on
the Great Lakes or the Detroit River, please contact John Polascek, the
curator, at the Museum.
Many valuable treasures are lost because someone
did not realize what the items were.
"What is one m an's junk is another
man's treasure."
There has been a Memory Fund in place at the M u s e u m for many years.
If
you or anyone would like to commemorate a birthday, anniversary, or some
special event or make a Memorial C o n t r ibution in the name of a friend or
relative, you can.
These funds will be used for the further development
of the Museum and they will be formally acknowledged.
We will be making a special appeal soon for funds to set in place the Pilot
House of the original steamer, W I L L I A M CLAY FORD, at the Museum.
U p o n the
completion of the plans there will be a call
to acti o n and your coope r a t i o n
and involvement will be greatly needed.
If you have not visited the M u seum in some time, you will be surprised at
how the exhibits have changed.
The Main Gallery has the "Nautical Time
Capsules Exhibit", which has been well received.
This exhibit includes
models and artifacts of 29 vessels that were built or sunk in the coastal
waters of the State of Michigan.
There is a diorama of the W r e c k of the
EDMUND FITZGERALD, a cannon from the War of 1812, w hich was recently r e 
covered from the bottom of the Detroit River, the cabins of the schooner,
ALVIN CLARK.
The art work and scale model of the other vessels is well
worth your visit or revisit.
In addition to this major exhibit, the
Welland Ship Canal Model is still on exhibit and has
been very popular
with the many visitors.
Many of the other ship m o dels are still on display
and in the DeRoy Hall there is always a changing exhibit in keep i n g with
the nautical activities of Detroit.
Besides, there is that beautiful view
of the Detroit River and the Flemming Channel.
Next year is the State of Mic h i g a n Sesquicentennial C e l e b r a t i o n (150 years).
The M useum will have on display a cabin taken from the steamer, W I L L I A M
P. SNYDER JR. , which was built at the Great Lakes Engin e e r i n g Wo r k s in
1912.
We also have a few other cabins from the SNYDER, as well as cabins
from other Lake Steamers, waiting for the time that an add i t i o n is put on
the Mu s e u m to exhibit these and other displays.

It is hoped that in the near future the number of members can be increased
significantly.
In order for the Institute to carry on its chartered work,
we will need to have more members and hopefully these members will become
Sustaining Members.
It is also hoped that all of the membership will become
more active in the activities of the Institute. The Sustaining
Members
extra dues have been going for the
purchase of material for the exhibits.
If it were not for the assistance that the Institute has provided over
the last several years, many of the items, particularly the ship cabins,
would have been lost for all time.
These actions are particularly important
now that so many of the older vessels are being scrapped.
Come to think of
it, many newer vessels that were built in the forties and fifties and sixties
are being sold for scrap now.
Do not forget that there is a
book and gift shop at the Museum. When you
visit, you can pick up that book that you have wanted or a unique coffee
mug with your favorite ship's picture, or that calendar with ship pictures.
These items are also available by mail.
There are many other interesting
items for sale.
If you need them in a hurry or are visiting the Museum
they are right there for you to take home and enjoy the same day.
There
is a 10% discount available for members also.
We hope to have a sales
list available soon.
Please keep the newspaper articles and news reports flowing into our News
Editor, Don Richards.
He and Skip G i lham and the other contributing editors
keep the news sections of the "Telescope" filled. We need all of the news
from around the Great Lakes that you can send. Todays news is tomorrows
history.
On the Third Friday of September, the 20th, Harry Wolf will present another
of his fine programs at the Dinner Meeting Aboard the LANSDOWNE. This
presentation will be called "Lake Ships Preserved
and will cover the
topic of the ships and parts that are preserved around the Great Lakes.
Actual ships and Muse u m s will be covered as only Harry Wolf can.
The
program will also be presented to the Association for Great Lakes Maritime
History during their convention here on October 10, also on the LANSDOWNE.
Contact the Mu s e u m for further details for both dinners.

GREAT LAKES MARITIME INSTITUTE
DOSSIN GREAT LAKES MUSEUM
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D etroit, Michigan 48207
(313) 267-6440

THE CURATOR'S CORNER:

A report from John Polacsek

The following has been taken from a report presented to the Detroit
Historical Commission and is presented here for the members.
For the past year a number of activities have been undertaken on an annual
basis, and a one time basis where opportunity knocked and action had to be
taken.
The preservation of maritime history was the overriding goal, and
in all cases the goal was achieved.
The month of July, 1985 began the 25th Anniversary Year of the Doss i n Great
Lakes Museum.
The museum was "spruced up" with funds for special projects.
The Great Lakes Maritime Institute provided new trac lights in the Model
Gallery to enhance the scale models.
The International Ship Mast e r s Assoc
iation, and their Ladies Auxilliary provided new interpetive signage along
the riverfront with an information sign close to the road.
In all cases
these additions helped to orientate the public and to better display the
assets of the Dossin Museum.
The Annual Model Ship Contest was held in October and was limited to an
area in DeRoy Hall.
As the Main Hall was filled with an exhibit on M i c h 
igan's Nautical Time Capsules, it was decided that the model contest would
be limited to a two day show.
For the 35 entries, tables and glass partitions
were set to allow the models to be viewed from more than one side.
As this
worked out fine, the October 18 & 19, 1986 show will be the same way, with
judging by the Great Lakes M a ritime Institute.
DeRoy Hall was filled with 14 Great Lakes Memor a b i l i a Dealers the first
Saturday of December as the Annual Marine Memor a b i l i a Mart opened to the
public.
Action was heavy for the first half hour as 200 c ollectors came
in to find Christmas gifts and additions to their marine collections.
From
all reports the dealers offered a very diverse line of goods, and most
reported that as soon as they restocked, they would be back next year.
While collectors were busy dealing at the Marine Mart the staff of the Dossin
Museum were active in the acquisition of major artifacts for future exhibits.
The vessel, Amoco I l l i n o i s , had come into Windsor, Ontario to be scrapped,
and the staff of the Muse u m secured a number of pieces from the vessel.
The
largest object was the Chief Engineer's Room which was c ompletely dismantled
and placed in storage.
This room, along with the rooms from the Steamer
Sylvania will allow the m u seum at a future date to recreate life on board
a vessel with the actual rooms being used.
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HELP US PRESERVE THE PILOT HOUSE FROM THE S.S. WILLIAM CLAY FORD

The Dossin Great Lakes Museum has the
unique opportunity to preserve a part of
Michigan’s maritime heritage. A 30-foot
by 30-foot steel and glass pilot house from the
bulk freighter William Clay Ford, was donated
to the museum by the Erwin Robinson Com
pany of Detroit, Michigan. The project is part
of the Dossin Museum’s Sesquicentennial
activities, and will provide a long lasting
example of Michigan’s shipbuilding heritage.
The William Clay Ford was built in 1953
at the Great Lakes Engineering Shipyard
at River Rouge, Michigan, and spent her life
in the service of Rouge Steel, a subsidiary

of Ford Motor Company. The 767-foot long
vessel carried cargoes of iron ore pellets from
the upper reaches of the Great Lakes to the
steel mill on the Rouge River. She was retired
from service in December, 1984, when they
purchased two self-unloaders from ClevelandCliffs Steamship Company.
The new interpretive exhibit will include
the history of the construction and operation
of the vessel from 1953 to 1984. The public
will have the opportunity to walk the deck,
touch the controls, and view the passing
com m ercial and recreational vessels on the
Detroit River.

The twenty-five ton pilot house of the William Clay Ford was removed
on August 21,1986 through the cooperative efforts of the Erwin Robinson
Company, Detroit Marine Terminals Inc., Gaelic Tugboat Company, Dos
sin Great Lakes Museum and Detroit’s fireboat Curtis Randolph.

a s
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ARTIST’S SKETCH OF PROPOSED PROJECT

The Great Lakes Maritime Institute, a sup
port group of the Dossin Museum, will sponsor
a funding drive to insure the placement and
preservation of the William. Clay Ford's
pilot house. In 1965 the Great Lakes Maritime
Institute undertook a successful funding
drive that allowed the Gothic Room from the
sidewheel steamer City of Detroit III to be
purchased. This classic example of steamboat
architecture, 7/4 tons of carved English oak
and leaded glass, now greets visitors to the
Dossin Museum as all who enter the building
pass under the splendor of the restored wood
work from a previous age.
Donations are tax deductible and should be
made payable to the Great Lakes Maritime
Institute - Pilot House Project, or the initials
G.L.M.I. - P.H.P. Send donations to:

Donors will receive special recognition.
A Honorary Watchman from $1 - $24, will
receive a certificate; a Honorary Wheelsman
from $25 - $49, will receive a William Clay
Ford baseball cap; a Honorary Second Mate
from $50 - $99, will receive a Captain of the
Fleet Great Lakes adventure game; a Honorary
First Mate from $100 - $249, will receive a
year subscription of the maritime history
magazine Telescope; a Honorary Captain
for more than $250, will receive a limited
edition colored lithograph of the William Clay
Ford by the marine artist Paul C. LaMarre, Jr.
which will be autographed by the last captain
of the vessel, Captain Donald Erickson. Donors
in the Honorary Captain’s category will also
have their name on a special donors memorial
which will be mounted in the pilot house.
□

Great Lakes Maritime Institute, Pilot House Project, c/o Dossin Great Lakes Museum, 100 Strand
on Belle Isle, Detroit, Michigan 48207 or call (313) 267-6440.
Artwork by Paul C. LaMarre and Steven A. Huber.

The month of February saw the Dossin M u s e u m on exhibit at the Detroit Boat
& Fishing Show, which is held in Cobo Hall in downtown Detroit.
This year
the space alloca t i o n was cut, and the museum was limited to an information
table.
The Great Lakes M aritime Institute and the museum developed a hand
out which listed the 1986 Calendar of Events and Exhibits.
Several thousand
of these flyers were given out along with brochures of the Museum.
M arch of 1986 went out like a lamb, which was fortunate as the Dossin Museum
was involved in a major outside salvage project.
The M u s e u m obtained permission
from the Clevela n d - C l i f f s Steamship Company to salvage artifacts from the
vessel Wil l i a m P. Snyder Jr. , which was docked at Toledo, Ohio.
Some AO
volunteers from the Great Lakes Maritime Institute and the International
Shipmasters Assoc i a t i o n converged on the vessel.
Over a perion of two weeks
a number of cabins on the forward end were identified, photographed and
dismantled.
Wi t h funds from the G.L.M.I. a crane and trucks were hired to
transport the four tons of w oodwork and artifacts to Detroit.
This project
was a major undertaking, and in December of 1986 one of the rooms from the
salvage project will be installed in the Dossin Muse u m as part of the
Sesquicentennia l Project.
The month of June saw the installation of a special exhibit on the 25th
running of the Gold Cup H ydroplane Race in Detroit.
The exhibit spans the
years 1916 to 1986 with a number of related artifacts and photographs of
the boats as they raced between Belle Isle and the Mainland.
The Mu s e u m is in need of back
of Shipping R e c o r d s , Canadian
United S t a t e s . If any one has
please contact me.
There are

issues of Lloyd's R e g i s t e r s , American Bureau
Shipping L i s t s , and Merchant Vessels of the
access to these or other shipping registeries,
tax benefits for donations to the Museum.

CALENDER OF EVENTS

MMl=L±2=MMM=Q*=iM=
MICHIGAN'S NAUTICAL TIME CAPSULE - A s p e c i a l e x h i b i t which l o o k s a t a s e l e c t
number o f i n t a c t s hi p w r ec k s down i n M i c h i g a n ' s w a t e r s . Ude rw at e r p h o t o g r a p h s ,
a r t w o r k , and v i de o t a p e s t e l l t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e s e v e s s e l s .

EBIQMA_§EEIEM§iB=!li=l!§§=I§i3Q==alQiQQ=EiM4}=
ANNUAL GREAT LAKES MARITIME INSTITUTE DINNER - Held a t t h e "Lansdowne R e s t u r a n t " .
D e t r o i t , Michigan - Harry Wolf p r e s e n t s "Lake S hi ps P r e s e r v e d " $ 22 .50 p e r p er s on
A S cr umptious B u f f e t - a t e r r i f i c program - good f r i e n d s and good c h e e r .

THUBiBALi0d=EBIDA]£a=QCIQBEB=9=&=lQ4=i986
A s s o c i a t i o n f o r G r e a t Lakes Ma ri t ime H i s t o r y - Me et i ng s i n D e t r o i t , Michigan
P o n c h a t r a i n Hotel and t h e Dossin G r e a t Lakes Museum

m m £hM w iLii± = im
J o i n t Meeting w i t h t h e Marine H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y o f D e t r o i t - Dossin G r e a t Lakes Museum
Harry Wolf - P r e s e n t s Lake S hi ps P r e s e r v e d " . A second voyage f o r t h o s e who m i ss ed t h e
f i r s t t r i p down Memory Lane.
8 : 0 0 P.M.

D ea d l i n e f o r E n t r i e s i n t h e Model S h i p b u i l d i n g C o n t e s t .

§6iyBQ6LiOd=§yM0A3fi=QQIQiiB=l§=&=lia=ii§6=
4TH. Annual G r e a t Lakes Ma ri t ime Model Ship B u i l d i n g E x h i b i t i o n and J u d g i n g .

£5i06Ia=Q £IQ i£i=i§a=ii§i=
Board o f D i r e c t o r s Meeti ng a t t h e Dossin G r e a t Lakes Marine Museum, 7 : 3 0 P.M.
E B M ¥ * J Q V § ^ § § B J l i = I§§§=
G r e a t Lakes Ma ri t ime I n s t i t u t e - Marine E n t e r t a i n m e n t Meeting
W i l li a m Carey - R e t i r e d Marine C h i e f E n g i n e e r - Memories o f t h e 1 9 4 0 ' s
showing t h e v e s s e l s s a i l i n g i n t h e p r e - w a r and e a r l y war y e a r s

- Slides

S£iyRQMa=QfC!g!?fc=§4_ l§ 8§ =
4TH Annual G r e a t Lakes Marine Me mor abi li a Ma rke t. A m a ri n e g o o d i e s f l e a m a r k e t , i f
you w i l l .
The p l a c e t o come and do y o u r C h r i s t m a s s ho ppi ng f o r t h e G r e a t Lakes f a n .

iy=0==4=0-9I=-I==l=i==---=
Museum w i l l c l o s e s t o v i s i t o r s u n t i l J a n u a r y 14, 1987. The S e s q u i c e n t e n i a l Year
o f Michigan w i l l b egi n and some new e x h i b i t s w i l l be in p l a c e J a n u a r y 21, 1987.
FRIDAYi = J A N y m =i a=I | § Z =
Board o f D i r e c t o r s Meeting a t t h e Dossin G r e a t Lakes Museum, 7 : 3 0 P.M.

F
=^Mh==M^U=lh=Ml=
G r e a t Lakes Ma rit ime I n s t i t u t e Meeti ng - Marine E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Greg Rudnik o f C l e v e l a n d , Ohio P r e s e n t s a P h o t o g r a p h i c H i s t o r y o f t h e C l e v e l a n d - C l i f f s
S t ea ms hi p Company. Dossin G r e a t Lakes Museum, 8 P.M.

m m a m m u Q * = m i=
G r e a t Lakes M a r it i me I n s t i t u t e - Board o f D i r e c t o r s Meeting - 7 : 30 P.M.

s y M * j £ B Q y =§*=i§ § z =
B l e s s i n g o f t h e F l e e t a t M a r i n e r ' s Church, D e t r o i t , Michigan

11 A.M.

FRIDAY,=M£RCb=2gi= I i 8 | =
G r e a t Lakes M a r it i me I n s t i t u t e - Marine E n t e r t a i n m e n t Meet i ng , 8 P.M.
J e f f Dwor - P r e s i d e n t o f Marine S a l v a g e , L i m i t e d , P o r t Col b or n , O n t a r i o
An I l l u s t r a t e d d i s c u s s i o n o f Marine S a l v a g e , L i m i t e d ' s o p e r a t i o n s .

£RIgAY^=APRIL=IZi= I98Z=
G r e a t Lakes M a ri t im e I n s t i t u t e - Board o f D i r e c t o r s Meeting - 7 :3 0 P.M.

G r e at Lakes M a r it i me I n s t i t u t e - Marine E n t e r t a i n m e n t Meeting - 8 P.M.
All members a r e i n v i t e d t o b r i n g 20 s l i d e s t o show t h e m e e t i n g . These can be from
t h e i r s h i p s and o t h e r r e l a t e d f o r a y s o f 1986 o r o t h e r i n t e r e s t i n g ma ri ne o r i e n t e d
topics.

FRIDA^=yyyE=I | i= ||§ Z =
G r e a t Lakes M a r it i me I n s t i t u e - Board o f D i r e c t o r s Meeting - 7: 30 P.M.
E l e c t i o n r e s u l t s and t h e E l e c t i o n o f O f f i c e r s f o r t h e coming y e a r .

GREAT LAKES MARITIME INSTITUTE
D O S S IN G R E A T
BELLE

LAKES MUSEUM
IS LE

D etroit, Michigan 48207

Perhaps you hadn’t heard . . .
. . . and it was fo r that reason that we to ok this means to introduce you to the Great Lakes
Maritim e Institute, and the T E L E S C O P E M A G A Z I N E , which we publish six times per year.
As one interested in the G reat Lakes, we are sure you will find much to interest you in the
publication, as well as in the programs o f the Institute. F o r th at reason we are extending the
invitation fo r you to join our organization.
All memberships begin and end with the N ew Year, and are retroactive to the first o f the
year no matter when you may join. A t the tim e your membership is accepted, you receive all
current year back issues.
Membership is $12.00 per year (Canadian and foreign members pay $14.00 due to higher
postage cost). Sustaining membership is $20.00 with the ex tra funds set aside in the Museum
Development Fund. This money is used fo r programs at the Dossin Museum and the In s titu te ’s
Board o f Directors and the C ity o f D etro it determine how the money is to be spent. It is not
necessary to have a sponsor, please consider this your invitation to membership.
I f you elect to become a member, and we sincerely hope you w ill, please fill ou t the
information at the bottom o f this letter. Checks or money orders are payable to the Great
Lakes Maritim e Institute and return it to the address below.
T h e public is invited to the fo llowing 1 9 86 E ntertain m ent Meetings:

( 8 : 0 0 PM)

N O V E M B E R 21st

(Cut on dotted line)

G. L. M. I.
DOSSIN G R E A T L A K E S MUSEUM
100 Strand, Belle Isle, D e tro it, Michigan 48207

YES,

/ would like to become a member.

A m ount Enclosed_$ _______

Name_________________________________________________________
A ddress_______________________________________________________
City __________________________________________________________
State or Province ________________________________________________
ZIP CODE _____________________________________________________

McDonald C oll/D ossin M useum
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Vessels from left to right are STE. MARIES, LOTUS(i) and J.F. DAYAN.
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Vessels from left to right in Manitowoc are OCEANICA, NIKO and PHILETUS
SAWYER.
M cDonald C o ll/D o ssin M useum

GREAT LAKES &
SEAWAY
NEWS
Editor: Donald Richards
21101 Violet
St. Clair Shores, MI. 48082
Seaway News Editor: Skip Gillham

Those who have contributed to the News
Section in this issue are:
BARRY ANDERSEN
CORPS OF ENG.
CYRIL HUDSON
DAN MCCORMICK

RENE BEAUCHAMP
WILLIAM HOWELL
ALAN MANN
W ES OLESZEWSKI
FRED WEBER

Correction: On page 111 of the July issue, it was reported that the coaster Glencoe had been sold
to the Canadian Navy as a target. This is incorrect. The vessel that was sold as a target is the
coaster Clyde. The Glencoe arrived at Contrecoeur on June 18th to load for Labrador.
Apr. 26 . . . The barge General Karrier was towed to Contrecoeur to be scrapped by the Gondel
International Company. She is the ex-Cementkarrier built in 1930. The Fort Gaspe, which was
a barge, was also scrapped at this location. The company which began scrapping her didn’t com
plete the job and the Pakistan-based Gondel Company will finish her. Information is that they will
also scrap the N.B. McLean and the Skua, both of which are laid up at Sorel. They will also scrap
the Fort Severn and the barge Robert Koch which is still aground at Oswego, N.Y. (See page 52
of March Telescope.)
May 1. . . The Panamanian flag Duteous snapped her moorings on January 13, 1981 while in
Montreal. She drifted downriver and struck another ship and three shore cranes. A Federal judge
has ruled the Duteous responsible for the 2 million dollar mishap. The vessel is a regular caller on
the St. Lawrence River and the Seaway.
. . . A spring gale trapped the William R. Roesch at the Saginaw River Midland Stone Dock and
the Wolverine at the Essexville Jack Wirt Stone Dock. The Roesch reported a peek wind of 52 mph
which pushed her into the dock. Both vessels departed the next day.
May 2 . . . C.S.L.’s Atlantic Superior passed upbound in the Welland Canal bound for Thunder
Bay to load potash for Baltimore. From there she will head overseas to carry coal from Holland to
Portugal to a new power station at Sines.
May 3. . . The British flag container ship Canmar Ambassador suffered engine trouble shortly
after departing Montreal for Europe. She was forced to anchor off the Contrecoeur Docks.
May 6. . .Parrish & Heimbecker’s Birchglen cleared the Port Weller Drydocks.
May 7. . .Duluth’s Aerial Bridge was raised to allow the Henry Steinbrenner to enter the harbor.
The bridge stopped about a third of the way up, forcing the Steinbrenner to use the Superior
entry. Traffic to Point Park was cut off for a half-hour while workers fixed an electrical switch.
. . .The West German container ship Holcan Maas arrived in Montreal for the first time under
this name. On March 2, she arrived in Montreal under the name Tauria. Since she was built
in 1980, this small container ship has had no less than nine names.
Page 129

TELESCOPE
Page 130

•

GREAT LAKES & SEAWAY NEWS

May 8. . .The twin ports of Duluth-Superior have been awarded a government cargo for May
and could win another one for July. The contract was made possible by wage concessions made by
the International Longshoremen’s Association Local 1366. They accepted a $5.00 an hour pay cut
for unloading railroad cars for government Food for Peace cargoes.
May 9. . . Members of the Interlakes Pilots Local 1921 picketed a Canadian laker which arrived
in Toledo without a pilot. The dispute is over whether Canadian-registered vessels that carry
cargoes loaded outside the Great Lakes are required to carry U.S. pilots when navigating the
Great Lakes. A U.S. law requires pilots on vessels carrying foreign cargoes on the five lakes.
Canadian shippers claim that the law should not apply to them because their crews are familiar
with the lakes. The dispute is being discussed between the two governments in an effort to resolve
the problem diplomatically.
May 10. . .American Steamship’s American Mariner lost her steering power while upbound in
the Neebish Channel and anchored. She was towed to the Carbide Dock in Sault Ste. Marie by the
tugs Vermont and Wisconsin. After repairs were made, she resumed her trip to Marquette with a
load of coal the following day.

SUPERIOR

C.S.L. s ATLANTIC SUPERIOR passing downbound in the Welland Canal on
May 10, 1986. She left the lakes to begin ocean service between Holland and
Portugal.

Photo by Skip Gillham
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U.L.S. 's CANADIAN TRANSPORT made a rare visit to Fairport, Ohio for a load
of salt.
May 11. . . U.L.S. ’s Canadian Transport made a rare visit to Fairport Harbor to load a record
29,300 tons of salt for Montreal.
May 12. . . The HMCS Skeena arrived at the Versatile Vickers Shipyard in Montreal under tow
of the HMCS St. Charles. She was on the drydock the next day for a long refit.
. . . The new ferry Caribou departed North Sydney, N.S. on her maiden trip. She arrived at Port
aux Basques, Newfoundland the next morning.
May 13. . . The Catalina which has been laid up at Sorel since June, 1985, had her registry
changed to Georgetown, Caman Island.
. . . The William A. Irvin was towed from West Duluth to Fraser Shipyards in Superior. The
Duluth convention center board purchased the Irvin from U.S. Steel Corp. She will be restored
and moored alongside the Arena-Auditorium. Plans call for the Irvin to be open for tours this
summer. Of special interest are her four guest staterooms that have mahogany paneled rooms and
fireplaces. There is an ornate wooden staircase to the paneled dayroom with a bar. There is a
special dining room that is also paneled. These rooms which were used for company officials and
guests are expected to be the key attraction for visitors. Long range plans include a restaurant
and meeting rooms to be added. These plans are now on hold because of the cost which is es
timated to be about 3 million dollars.
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. . . .The Liberian chemical tanker Proof Trader passed upbound in the Seaway with a special
cargo of rum. Our Montreal correspondant commented that possibly the rum could be considered
a chemical product.
. . .The Philippine flag Sanggumay arrived at Becancour with the assistance of four tugs. She
was the largest vessel ever to dock at this port.
. . . Three Montrealers were rescued by the Liberian freighter Polstar after their sailing yacht
and the freighter collided. The Polstar was bound for Mo treal at the time. The yacht was so
badly damaged that she was sunk by the U.S. Coast Guard as she was a hazard to navigation.
May 14. . .The American sailing ship Pride of Baltimore sank in the Atlantic Ocean about 450
kilometers north of Puerto Rico. She had made a good will cruise to the Great Lakes in 1979 and
1981.
. . . American Steamship’s Sam Laud passed downbound in the Seaway for Contrecoeur to load
a cargo that the Greek flag Maria Sitinas had unloaded. The Laud departed the next day for Cleve
land. Last year, she was the only U.S. flag laker to come down the Seaway except those going
for scrap.
. . .The icebreaker Pierre Radisson entered the drydock at Versatile Vickers and joined the other
Coast Guard ships - Simon Fraser and John Cabot. The two naval ships there are the Skeena and
the Preserver.
May 15. . . On a rare visit, the Imperial Sarnia was caught in a heavy fog on Saginaw Bay. She
reported that the fog was so thick that her radar was not “ painting” the shoreline on the set.
She navigated into the bay by Loran-C and anchored. By mid-day the fog lifted sufficiently to
allow her to work her way into the Total Dock.
May 17. . . Both the Vandoc and Lady Franklin returned to service after being laid up in Mon
treal.
. . . The American Ore Association reported that iron ore shipments are falling behind last year’s
levels. Shipments from U.S. ports through April totaled 3.7 million tons compared with 4 million
tons for the same period in 1985.
May 18. . . Halco’s Chemical Transport was off the Port Weller Drydock.
May 19. . . Another spring gale blew over Saginaw Bay. The captain of the Buffalo reported
winds at 55 mph as he worked through the Saginaw River. The Louis R. Desmarias anchored in
the bay rather than try the channel in the storm.
May 20. . . Mr. Theodore J. Brush, former president of Fraser Shipyards, Inc. of Superior, WI.,
died in Inverness, Florida at age 79. Mr. Brush came to Fraser Shipyards in 1964 as general mana
ger and retired as company president in 1973. His career in Great Lakes shipbuilding began with
the Great Lakes Engineering Works at River Rouge in 1924.
May 21. . . The Paul Townsend was forced to tie up at the Consumers Power Plant in the Saginaw
River because the Lafayette Street Bridge failed to open.
May 22. . .The Lake Wabush cleared Toledo with a port record of 1,088,314 bushels of com for
Baie Comeau.
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. . .The small passenger ship Canadian Empress passed downbound in the Seaway on her first
cruise of the season to Montreal from Kingston.
. . . The Savic, ex-Cliffs Victory, was to anchor at Lanoraie near Montreal, but the trip was can
celed. She has been at Montreal since December and is to be scrapped in the Far East if she
leaves Montreal.
May 23. . . The Arctic was escorted by the tug Felicia and arrived in Montreal from Port Weller
where her bow was replaced last winter. She departed Montreal two days later for the Arctic
and the tug escorted her into the Iroquois Lock.
May 24. . . The Great Lakes Towing tugs Maryland, Maine, Michigan, Tennessee, Pennsyl
vania and New Mexico passed downbound in the Welland Canal for Pensacola, Florida.
May 25. . .Huron Cement’s E.M. Ford was towed from Milwaukee to Sturgeon Bay for refitting.
(Another report stated she went under her own power.) She has seen limited service since being
repaired for damage sustained when she sank in Milwaukee in December, 1979 with 7,000 tons
of cement which hardened underwater. She was raised in January, 1980 and towed to Sturgeon Bay
for repairs.
. . . The Catalina remained at Sorel and her funnel has been painted a light green with a black
top. She departed on the 27th for Detroit to load scrap.
May 27. . . The McAllister 132 passed upbound in the Welland Canal under tow by Salvage
Monarch and Helen McAllister. She will enter the pulpwood trade on the upper Lakes.
. . . The Wolverine was inbound on the Saginaw River for the Wirt Stone Dock and was forced
to drop both anchors when the Zilwaukee Bridge failed to respond to her radio calls. The bridge
tender was down below and didn’t her her calls. Both anchors kept her from hitting the bridge.
May 30. . . The Franquelin was downbound in Lake Huron for Goderich and has not been re
named Genevieve Desgagnes as of yet. The Chicago Tribune was also to be renamed.
. . .The cement carrier Stephen B. Roman ex-Fort William, was downbound from Rochester,
N.Y. to Montreal on her first trip to that port since being sold to by C.S.L.
. . .The Catalina arrived in Detroit to load scrap and then will go overseas for scrapping.
May 31 . . .The U.S. tug Stephanie Dann was observed in the Seaway pushing a barge upbound
for Lorain, Ohio. On both sides of the barge was the name “ Misener” . The barge is registered in
St. Petersburg, Florida and the tug in Tampa. There is no relation with Misener Transportation.
Jun 1. . . The former Canadian Coast Guard vessel Daring cleared the St. Francis River for
Florida where she will be converted to a private yacht. She was purchased last year by the St.
Maurice Dredging and was laid up at Note Dame de Pierreville all last year. (See page 104 of
July issue.)
Jun. 2. . .The Maplecliffe Hall which has been laid up in Montreal since January was decorated
with multicolored flags and the upper portion of her bow had been freshly painted. It is believed
that she was spruced up to please tourists viewing the harbor from the tour boats.
Jun. 3. . . The tug Tusker was offered for sale at Toronto. She was at Port Stanley under arrest.
It is believed that she was sold because she departed Port Stanley for Sarnia on June 19th. (See
page 23 of the January issues and page 47 of the March issue of Telescope.)
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Visitors touring Montreal harbor will see a new coat of paint on the MAPLECLIFFE
HALL and she is also flying multicolored flags.

. . . The E.M. Ford arrived in Alpena to resume service on the Lakes.
. . . The Soviet cruise ship Gruzlya made an unexpected call to Montreal. In addition to being a
cruise ship, she is a Ro-Ro vessel and docked at the ramp for Ro-Ro vessels, instead of the pas
senger terminal.
Jim. 4. . . The Catalina arrived at Port Colborne from Detroit and was in overdraft conditon.
. . .The American Republic was at Erie, PA. unloading stone when she shifted along the dock and
caught an auto in her propeller. The auto was pulled from the water and a small amount of human
remains were found inside the auto. The Erie police are investigating.
. . . Five salties are anchored outside of the Twin Ports waiting for grain cargoes. Some have been
there as long as ten days. The idle ships are the result of falling grain and the shortage of “ free
grain” which is grain that is stored in an elevator without being earmarked for a specific company
or ship. It’s generally sold to a company or ship operator whose vessel discharges a cargo and does
not have a cargo to load. Grain elevators are not purchasing such grain for storage because of the
falling prices and the prospect of losses when its sold.
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. . .A study by an independent U.S. Congressional agency said that the lion’s share of Great
Lakes cargoes are being carried by Canadian vessels. A lower Canadian dollar, cheaper operating
costs and subsidies dating back to the 1940’s are blamed for the problems. Congress is looking
into ways to resolve the complaints from U.S. shipping operators.
. . . The Chicago & North Western Railroad is reported to be selling their grain elevator in
Superior to Conagra. Continental Grain Company’s lease expired in May.
Jun. 7. . . The Catalina arrived in Montreal and was placed under arrest for being in overdraft
in the Seaway. Despite the fact that she is registered in the Caman Islands, she is still owned by
Logistec Navigation. She departed later in the week for Korea to be scrapped.
Jim. 9. . .The dredge Niagara was towed from Ramey’s Bend to Erie by the tug Glenbrook.
Jun. 10. . .U.L.S.’s Red Wing and Frank A. Sherman cleared Toronto under their own power
for overseas scrapping.

Photo by Ken

Jun. 11. . .The Stella Desgagnes ex-New York News, arrived in Wallaceburg to load 200,000
bushels of com. Capt. A.J. Hamilton was presented the symbolic “ Topper" by port officials for
being the first ship of the season.

The dredge NIAGARA was towed from R am ey’s Bend to her new home in Erie, PA.
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Jun. 12. . . The Red Wing passed down at the St. Lambert Lock and arrived in Quebec City the
next day. Both the Sherman and the Red Wing were in Quebec City at the end of the month waiting
for an overseas tow to the scrapyard.
. .The Savic cleared Montreal for an anchorage at Lanoraie. She was still there at the end of
the month waiting for a scrap cargo.
. . . The Imperial St. Clair cleared the Port Weller Drydock with a new “ E sso’ ’ stack.
. . .The Pierre Radisson cleared the shipyard under the new colors of the Canadian Coast Guard.
The John Cabot also cleared the shipyard on the same day. There are no more Coast Guard vessels
in the shipyard.
Jun. 13. . .U.L.S.’s Canadian Olympic entered Port Weller Drydock.
Jun. 14. . . At Port Colborne, the last of the E. G. Grace has been scrapped. The cabins are off the
Hudson Transport and her engines have been removed. The pilothouse of the Philip D. Block
has been cut open and the equipment removed.
. . .The hull of the Normac has been raised from the bottom of Toronto harbor. She sank in 1981
after a collision with the ferry Trillium. She is the former Detroit fireboat James Battle and the
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Toronto Star reported that she will be rebuilt as Capt. John’s Seafood Restaurant which was her
roll prior to being sunk.
. . .The sailing ship Merkur cleared Montreal for the July 4th celebration in New York City.
She will spend six days in Quebec City before going to New York.
Jun. 18. . .The General Cabal was downbound with a load of coal and went aground in Lake St.
Francis.
. . . The small diving tender John Molson II was working at the site where the Accommodation
capsized in the Islands of Boucherville in 1811. She started work at the site last May and was ex
pected to spend at least two seasons at the site. Several artifacts have already been removed.
The Molson IIwas built in Montreal two years ago and is owned by the Molson family.
. . .The Canadian Coast Guard ship Edward Cornwallis cleared Sorel for sea trials and returned
a few days later. She was launched at Marine Industries in March of this year.
Jim. 19. . .The small Canadian Coast Guard vessel Caribou Isle will be based in Sault Ste. Marie,
Ontario.
. . .The tanker Lake Ann passed upbound in the Seaway for the first time under the Singapore
flag. She had been registered Norwegian and was a regular visitor to Montreal and the Lakes.

Massman Photo/Dossin M useum

Jun. 20. . .The Sharon passed downbound in the Welland Canal under tow of tugs Helen M.
McAllister, Salvage Monarch and Daniel McAllister, She had been laid up at Monroe, MI. for the
past few years.

U.L.S. 's RED WING, built in 1960, has been sold for scrap overseas.
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American Steamship’s DETROIT EDISON, built in 1955, was towed from Sturgeon
Bay to Quebec City for overseas scrapping with the SHARON. The SHARON
had been towed from Monroe to Toledo this spring and was towed from there.
. . . The British flag coastal tanker Rudderman arrived in Montreal after being purchased in May
by the Societe Sofati-Soconav. She was built in 1968 in England. She is 83 x 12 meters and was
sold by Rowbotham Tankships Ltd.
Jim. 22. . .The Soodoc which had been laid up in Montreal since December 27, returned to ser
vice. She cleared Montreal for Pugwash, N.S. to load salt.

Jun. 23. . .The USS Glover arrived in Montreal on her way to the upper Lakes on a good will
tour. She will stop in Windsor, not Detroit as expected.
. . . The Mathilda Desgagnes entered the drydock at Versatile Vickers and was still there at the
end of the month.
. . .Welders removed the name Rudderman and her port of registry which had been London.
She was renamed Henri Tellier and Montreal is her home registry.
Jun. 29. . . The Salvage Monarch cleared Montreal for Sturgeon Bay, Wi. She and two other tugs
will tow the Detroit Edison to Quebec City to join the Sharon for overseas scrapping at Columbia.
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MISCELLEANOUS. . .
. . A team of scientists will explore the bottom of Lake Huron this summer and spend about two
weeks m Lake Superior. The Johnson-Sea Link submarine will be used on the $500,000 expedition
and is sponsored by the NOAA.
’
. . . Ground has been broken for phase two of the Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum in Whitefish
Point. Phase one consisted of a gift shop and exhibit area and was completed last year.
. . . Lake Michigan carferry service between Muskegon and Milwaukee may be resumed if
funding can be arranged. Canonie, Inc. heads a group of private investors that are interested in
restoring the service that was halted in 1971. The cost is estimated at $7.1 million dollars and could
be in operation by May, 1987. Plans are to convert the Viking, which is docked at Sturgeon Bay
to a 800 passenger and 146 carferry with a 350-seat restaurant.
Seaway callers sold for scrap: The Swiss flag Caribia arrived at Kaohsiung on March 15 as Antonis.
The Irish Cedar arrived at Alang, India on January 24 as Aspyr. The Greek flag Atlantic Helmsman
arrived at Kaohsiung on February 6. The Greek flag Greek Friendship arrived at Nanton about
January 12. She was known as Ionian Skipper.
Mr. Harry Wolf will present a multi-media, sound-slide spectacular titled “Lake Ships Pre
served” , a pictorial treasury of our maritime heritage at the Curator Robert E. Lee Dinner on the
Lansdowne on Friday, September 19th at 6:00 p.m. Mr. Wolf’s five-part presentation will en
compass floating museum vessels, dry land museum vessels, floating restaurant and party boats,
lake lore (artifacts and museums) and historic vessels in operation. The cost for the dinner is
$22.00 per person with a cash bar. Those who have joined us in the past for Mr. Wolf’s programs
will not want to miss this program.
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