'THE BOARD OF TRADE.|

The "President’s Address ab the|
Annual Meeting.

The annual meeting of the Colling- *
wood Board of Trade was held in the
Town hall, Collingwood, on Tuesday
evening, 20th inst. There was alarge
.mn:::ce:d ‘mémbers, and ;Jxe re-

e by the secrefary and tress-
\‘P:: showed the institutionto be in_ &
prosperous condiiion. After routine
business had been disposed of, the
president for the past year. Mr. J. J,
s delivered s anoual address,
which was as follows:
Gentlemen,—According to the usu-
al custom, I will endeavor to review
8s briefly as possible the work of, and
certain matters coming within the
scope of, this board during the paat
year.

) FISHERIES. T

At tho commenceinent of last year
the destruction of the fishing industry
of the lakes, and especially of the
Georgian bay, wus threatened by the
action of the Fisheries Department, in
Jimiting the quantity of net to be used
by esch boat, and the fize of mesh
thereof, to such a degree as to render
it impossible for any fisherman to zarn
a living after paying for his outfit. Bat all
* owing in a great measure to the prompt the
and energetic action of this board, aid- N
ed by other Boards of Trade, munici- | %0
palities and the Inland Fishermen's|©
Association, the destructive order was | th
withdrawn and the fishing lndu-u?, L
the importance of which can scarcely | 70
be overestimated, bas been preserved,
and is likely to continue as one of the by
- most usefal industries of the country.

In this industry there is inyested
about £100,000, in boats, steam tugs. | pe
neta and plants. The annual catch of | wi
fish amounts to about. $125,000, and |ce
the number of men emploged is about | go

50, all ablebodied, who are ready and | hg
should occassion require'it, toftr
assist in defending the country. It isfin
therefore most destrable thac this bus-| o
iness should be fostered and the men|]
engaged therein encouraged. 1a
HARBOR. of

The condition of our harbor bas been |™
 matter of great anxiety to this board of
for several yearn, and especially dur. th
ing :h past seasons, when valuable bus-
iness offered to come to our port, but|®
was prevented because there was not |t
safficient depth of water in the hacbor |t
10 accomodate the vessels desiring to|V!
come here. While this is a great loss [P!
to this town, it may also be & serious | ™
Joss to the Grand Trunk Railway $
Company, which should naturally loo™.
to this town, from its geographical pos-
ition and being the pioneer port of the
upper lakes, as one of its principsl
feeders with the products of the  grea
North-west, as in all Jikelihood much
of the products which could not come
into our harbor found their way to the

+ seaboard via Buffalo and American
lines of transportation. thos losing en-
tirely to Canadian chanpels the com-
merce thus diverted. The Mayor for 1893
aod myself urged upon several mem-

of Govermment in thel
year our great need for the immediate
improvement of the harbor, and, al-
though the Government has cansed
some nseful work to be done, the scheme
of giving us 20 feet of water in the
Mirbor, whizh we urgently require and
which we were led to expect we would
have when the town undertook to pay
a considerable portion of the cost
thereof, is not being vigorously, gone
en with, and it'{ to the prosecution
of that schems 1 womld suggest the
® best energies of this board and the
Town Council should be directed dur-
ing this year. ‘
EHIPPING,

The fact that Collingwood is yearly
becoming a greater wholesale distrib-
ating point is well attested Y the ad-
ditiuns that are being made from year
to year by the steamboat lines making
this port their headqoarters Seven.
teen years ago there was only one
small freight and passenger ‘steamer
belonging to the port ; now there sre
nine commodions freight -and passen-
ger stmers, some of them equsl, in
all respects necessary to . safety and
eomforts, to any Canadian fresh water
Steamers. o

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS,

Toe valoe of our imports for 1893,
as entered in Costoms Department
here, was $109,084, Tho amount. s,
of course only for foreign goods im-
ported direet and entered at this port,
and does not include the valve of far-
#ign goods entered at other ports in
Oanada snd bandled herc, bat sll these
enly represent a small percentage in
walue of the volame of buminess doue,
aa the chief part of the s handled
in recent years are of nadian pro-
ductiou, and ars therefors not inclodad
in the customs retarns.

The valss of exports from the Col-
liagwood consular district for the yesr
1892 was $1,317,3"'/. The amcunt
eompared with our foreign imports,
shows the trade of Collingwood to be
in a besdthy condition.

PINANCE.

While almost every country in the'
wetld has suffersd more or less from

j, Smancial stringency. #od some very

sageversly from finencial pames, Canade
of tymost slone, has bhen singulsrly free

BB, any feeiing of distrust, sad cor

banking iustitotions have S
~
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. |soundness an1 stabilitg of the business

- | aud excellent prospects

g cbram aod cattle, -than any other

_|into existence it will ba a grest boon

been always able and willing to_afford
all necessary facilities for carrying on
the legitimate business of the country.
Nothing can more clearly indicate the

of a country than its finances, and
those of Canada have shown that we
aré not trading beyond our capital,
notwithstanding the steady increase in
the business of the country, as ‘shown
by the imports and exports.
AGRICULTURE.
. The past year has been a fuirly pros-
perous on2 in this part of the country
with farmers, all their products, ex-
cepting wheat alone, having brought
good average paying prices. The time
has arrived when perhaps— boards.. of
trade can give usefal hints to farmers
in their vicinily as to what they may
produce with a good prospect ot profit.
I, therefore, venture tosuggest to our
farmers to gu more into the growing
of front, as our limate and soil are
most suitable for it. The .production
of good apples cannot be overdone. and
the apples from ﬁ? vicinity were the
best at tho. World's Fair. I would
also suggest more #xtensive stock ' and
hog raising, and leaving the produe-
tion of wheat in large puantitites to
vur_prairie friends, Land thus em-
ployed along the base and elope of the
mountain, should be worth at least
$100 per acre.
AUSTRALIAN TRADE.

At present there are good indics-
tions that the  intercovrse between
Canada and Australia will be of the
most friendly nature, and that, there-
fore, with a direct ljne of steamers be.
tween the two countries, as we have
now, 8 large and mutually profitable
reciprocal business is almost certain to
follow. Already certain manufactar-
ers of this country Hay# opened up bus-
iness with Australia with good results
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WORLD'S PAIR,

Every visitor to the World’s Fair
would be filled with amazement when
heholding the White City, and admirs
tion for the minds who designed esuch
a complete, comprehensive and mag-
nificent accommodation for the exhib-
itaand visitora of the world. Bat in
passing through the gvarious depart-
menta, the Canadian sxhibits, almost
throughout, showed grester improve-
ment since the Centennial in 1876, and

ially #0 in factares, Fruit,
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country in the world. So marked was
this that every Osnadian conld ‘feel a
jnst sense of pride in the advancement|
of hiscountry. Evenin ralway "ex-
hibits, the general opinion was that
for practical purposes, the Cansdian
Pacific train was the best,
MINING.

The various Legislatares of the Do-
minion sbould earneatly and promptiy
consider the best means of developing
our vact mineral resources, and sftec
such inducements as wouid enhst cap
ital in that great industry, and then
the populstion of the country woold
incress rapidly withoat much effort or
expense on the part of emigration agen-
ciea. *

- COLLINGWOOD ANT: TORONTO ATR LINF

: RAILWAY.

Mr. Prank Moberly bas been de-
voting considerable time to the pro-
motiz._, of thiy schems during the past
year, By it,be c'aims that the dis-|
tance to Toronto will be only 70 miles
which, including stoppages, con sanly
be ran 1n two beurs, that grain can be
carriad over it, - incloding elerating
charges, at abont one cent per bushel,
Should he sneceed in bringing the line

both to Toronto and Collingwood, ‘and
of general benefit to the ire ecoun-

RIVER ROAD.

An effort was made Isat summer (0
get the Toyn Council and the Cooneil
of Nottswasaga to constroct s rosd |
frum the Second line of Nottawssaga
to connect with the River road s little{
south of the bay, with the view of
secommodating the trade dexiring loi'a
come to our market  from - Fios and!’

Sonnidale. The Town Council cansed
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a sucvey of the proposed rosd to be
made, and has secertained the sstimat-

.| ed cost of constructing it, which, 1

understand, is only a trifing amount
as compared with the business to be
derived thereby. I would  therefore
recommend bringing this to the notice
of the Town Council again, also to the
notice of the Councils of Nottawasaga,
Sunnidale and Flos,
 PLOUR MILL T

Endeavors have been made during
the past year to indute someoné to
erect and operate a flonr mill. in this
town, which so far have not keen enc-
cesstul, but there isnow & good prac-
tical miller in-view, Who would unite
his capital and skill with local capital
in & milling business bere, ;
THE DRY DOCK.

The work being carried on- by the
dry dock company is of incalulable
benefit to the town. All this winter
a large number of men have been em-
ployed in rebuilding, repairing and
lengthening steam veasels, and now
they are building a large steam tug,
which, when completed early in May,
will be one of the bess in Canada, To
the bigh class of work done by this
company ever stnce it commenced may
be attributed ita present activity. At
the present time there aro six steam
vessels in the dry dock, two ofs which
are 331 feet in length. These, togeth-
et with the new large tug being Bunlt
in the company's shipyard, give the
dry dock and its surroundings & very

s
. 00 GWCOD MEAT COMPANY,

This company now coming into ex-
istence with the newest and most ap-
proved plant, with an authorized cap-
ital of 200,000, cannot fail to be of
great benefit to this town, the farmers
of the surrounding country, and the
farmers of Manitoulin island. The in-
tention of this company is to deal
largely in fresh and corned beef, and
cursd pork in all kinds of cats, also in
canfied meats, and to distribute their

hey will therefore [require live ani-
mals in large num and emply
extensively. I trugt thia company
will be successful even beyond its ex-
pectations, so that fother companies
may be formed to carry on other lines
of bosiness calcnlated to afford employ-
ment of labor, for the snccess of which
Collingwood aff .rds equal advantages.

COLLINGWOOD POST OPFICE.

The number of latters, etc. mailed
at Collingwood post-office from Jone
30, 1892, to June 30, 1803, was 245,
500, Tha revenae on the zame was
£6,779. This dose oot include the
number of lettars piated on trains and
st-amers, which would be at least 20.-
000 more, nor does it include news
papers from publishers. In 1830 the
revenae at Qollingwood post-office was
$5,822; in 1891, $6,168 in 1892
£6,408.

I: will thoa be seen that the ravenae
in ateadily increasing. Thers has been
an increass of 35 per cent during the
past 10 yesrs.

yroduction thronghout the Domiaion. |
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