OUR OTTAIA LETTER.

DARE NOT CONDEMN THE TARIFF,
BUT DO HOT LIKE TO
PRAISE IT.

Bt=The Kxigrncles af Rav-
enue-Tha Abolition of (he Corn Dty
TheOffer of Minimum Duties,

{Ftom Our Own Correspondent.]

Ottawa, May 4.—The Tory brethren
do fot quite know what to do about
the new 14T, They cannot in loglc con-
demn the Government for not making a
elean sweep of the N. P. Thiy cannot in
loyalty condemn it for reducing the
du.les on British eiports. All they can
do 18 to tell the farmer that the Liberals
bave not at any rate given him free trade
at one fell swoop. To. this the furmer
apswers: ““That may be true. ~But what
Bave I 1o gain by putting, them out and
putting you buck?

It Has Tieen Done for the Farme:

The ‘armer has got a good deal after
Al Tao coal duty is lowered one cent,
whish, with th: tanking artangement,
that smiounts to a reduction of one and
a more, is mot Lad.
weolon grods of ihe coarser sort o
Lurgely reduced. Barbed wire and bind-
ing twine are made free. Wagods, bug-
gies, toe smalles implements. fron and
steel penerally and other articles aro re-
duced in duty, while the duty on a still
larger varlety of goods will be cut by

preferential duties offered to Dritain;

and) lnst but not least, the Government
has taken power to deal summarily With
combines. This 18 not so bad for n begin-
ning. In England fftcen years elapsed
from the practical abolition of the Corn
Laws in 1846 ¢lll the tariff -was placed
on s purely rovenue basis. Let the '
Liberals have a chance and in five years
they swill leave nothing in the tariff that
sbould not bo there, regard belng had to
the-fact that we have to ruise a revenue |
of $40,000,000 per annum by means other |
than direct taxation.

The reductions made by Mr. Flelding
have been made at a time when It Is no
oy thing & roince. Ho s  frvo trader

would, it he could, place |
the country on that besls withont delar |

t as a prudent mi

nmln. conditions into - account. ‘nmu
y of m

hal?

o
wipe out thelr pml-cllon would be to
1

ptey

grave disturbance in jthe
Agaln, another set “of industries, while
able to stand o considerablo reduction
under ordinary conditions, would not be
able to live under jt just now when the
American manufacturer Is ‘“slsughter-
ing’” bis surplus stock on_every markes

‘Which he can obtain acceess.
A Case 1n Polat.

Take, for instance, spirita.
certaln q

To buy a
uantity of corn, barley, onls and

root
the Canadian dmmu 30
is the bare cost of that
But In order to arri:
l.ha true cost, the sctual cost to Illo db—
we have to add a good mny

ormous_expense en.
talled by tho ageing law, which oblizes
them to keep the stuff In two years
before disposing of it, m..m on plant,
including the huge storehouses -bullt
exprowly to meet the lm\ulnmcnu of the
ageing law, and Interest on capltal at 10
ok, whiah; allowing #or. pradl And

is & modernte return. This brings

o coxtof a gallon of proaf up to 60

*Tho Americin distiller can make it for |
loss., First of all, b' uses corn almost
entirely and pays only 15 or 20 cents
tbushel for it. Our distillers have to.
73% cents In duty alone besides cost of
traceportation (rom the United St

Thero tho distiice i cont lor I
per ton; bere the duty alone is 60
the American distiller has

cants
enta.” Then

tarn his working capital ove
three times a year, whereas the Canad|
distiller cannot turn  his over more than

1¢ happens that thers 14 an_ unusually
rgo acoumulation’ of  spirita /in. the
States. The output in the ceraus year
exceeded 100,000,000 gallons, here are
probalily 150,000,000 now In stock, and
the ol Whiskey Trust has broken
« wnand 8 new Trust is being organ-
4, comprising somothing ike 33 ot 20
dusttirlen, bl and ltte. thia_ wiock e
Jarge lota foe
1o aa 10 eunte boe proof gallon, Ca
adlan measure, 1 speak of this case nos
€0 boost the Canadian distiller but mere-
Iy to ilustrate my polnt, that the
Finanes Minister was bound, it
‘wished to be fale, to take note n’ the ex.
goptional clroumstances now prevailing
i United States, w
o edaeed consumacion bave ed 657
the accumulation of an immenss surplus
of goods that might . be thrown into

Cannda below cost, to the beneflt for the

1vamosd 10 hevp atep wilh ihe inctosce
In tho excise duty. It e now §2.40 per
. That 1« to say the Ameri-
Ilrrh-l can wll their surplus hers
w excisa duty in 81.90,
manufacturer’s cost 60, leaving onr 1|I|~
tilleries without any margin of
slon nt all. They may bo Able to stand 16,
It In quite cortain, however, that ve
few industries in this country could live
under a fik

eans win
or two hem oab and soquire
asateul of our market.

The Fxigencles of Revenue,

In 18%% when the Democtats, having
control of tha Houso of Representatives,
undertaok to reduce the tarif by the

Mills bill, times wers good, or at any
mta beteer than now,  get, mintively
king, that mensure did not go ae

far in the direction of freer trade as Mr,
to go. Nor was the
1804, an It passed the
Democratic House, before It was tortured
to denth by ate, s drastlc,
taking it ail round, s Mr, Fielding's
resolutions.  An important point to be
remembered In this controversy s thas
wo have to rales $40,000,000 annuaily,
The expenditure per head 1n larger in
Cannda than in the States, even with
thete bugs penslon bill, partly becanss
our debt with the intarest
omo b ko n rooket sfnce. 1979 while

]
4
H

thelrs hus been coming , partly
becaum, an avery one Enows, wa contri
bute &' large r to the

every e
provinces n the form of eaba 1oa, whiles
with them the individual States have to

n proporiion 44 sollect the

revenue.

mm:::n«:;lwmu be the oheapest
way of ra € rarm, bab 1t 14 out of
1he quection,” In England rais &
large amount of revenue on tes, coffen

| sare 0 @

The duties on |

s |

younger
PeT peather than wncshlyprn of the status

%0 | Conada want je freer trude, cheaper fac.

chicory, eto., and by & beavy excise
on spirits and tobaceo -m: e
valling customs duty. We
by imity to tbe United States
rom putiicg 00 big & premium on
sniuceling; thus an excise du:y ol uu
and sixpence per proof
lsh Ogure, woukd probably add add Mhln‘
1a cor reveue aver and abavs. what is
obtained from the duty of $1.90,
beomtse o e+ mxeu e zmu be

an:neequm
.m,nnm:wm.,u_oa

servants and 'm,
te, ete.,
p“ “Fuccession

armorial bearings, o

estate, probate, kpq and
:nﬂ-. Inw hm:lo duties, and, last

of the duty on corn when ) imported by |
 farmer. The Patron handbook issued

for the elections sald on this potat: *Tho |

eattie-ralsing and - dairy industries, of

to the country, reqs

cheap feed_ above "frylhlng. 1 I- ol
essential raw material’ vely
oo ey i
Decause we sufler _ along’ whtb _ the
rican consumer from the
Stateg tax on our _bailey, it is of s

s should suffer atll more by
tasivg. thole. heap. oarm--vach

tion.
ng o( corn,”" cries The Mail
and Empire, “1a an imense boob 1o the
U States cor gmwrr." for ‘‘when
a8 free before took over four
[ miitions. of bushels a "swoually for bome
consumption.” The crop in the States |
in any propitious year amounts to cver |
two thousand milljon bushels, o that if |
! with corn free agaln we should use |
twice four milllun or even ten tmes four |
{ million the gain to the Amerlcan grower
will searcel " enough to
1t will be pmﬂnlhla. |
the Patrons wid, to i cattle
‘and that. 1s what

S, Ficialng hos 1o view, The. sme

Journal tries to make the farmers belieye
sthat they will lose by the Teduction of

the duties on wheat and flour. The the-

ory is that the old duties increased the

price in Canada and kept out American

wheat and flour, which, althogh enjoy-+
ing the benefit of still higher protection,

were dirt cheap. Contrariwise,tho Ameri-

|
+
|
ted |
{
|
{

can protectionist argued that the Amerl- |
ean duties increased

the price in the |

.
falr vending the xame lightning oll |
and, if each declared it to be & humbug |
n  th of the other, we should |
hane litle diffculty In_ concluding thas
botlf were quac}
The Offer of Mintmam Duttes.

| The Torles aro_greatly alarmed ot the

of our having to admit German

Since  Mr. Fielding submitted his
resolutions British goods h

mitted at minimum
and German have not. are
oing to be admitted at the minfmum is
{8 auestion to be determined by tlio and

| T ons thing seemis ¢ to be admitted by the
orles, Canadinns

YT

m indepe:
to become sufficlently lqa-pndeni at
any rate to entitle her
coneestans o th \Imnarcunnwy, lTlhu
wants to, without refersnce to imperial
entanglementa with OId World nations. I
have no iden what England is likely to
say or do abont the offer mnhlmd in
the new tariff. But If the offer
effect of calling aueition mlhvdlml-lmy
nnder which n being unable |
{0 rame the Canadian ari? as wo think
! e of those or similar entangle-
ments, Jtwill have served & good purpose
«ven If_nothing else is accorplished,

we shottld not grant concessions to Eng.
Iand eIl ahe gives us preferential trat-
went o her market, that is, till she
reverta tothe policy, abandoned with

that 4 dobws we sbalt Bave b et it
the millensilum or the day after. Tupper
I8 perhaps the only rane man o the
Empire, except Colonel G. T. Denison,
of Taronto, swho belleves that England
conld afford onee agnin to tax the fool
[t hwe people for the bonefit of the Dritieh
| landlord and the colunal. whent-grower ;
|l what he. ol. Denison think

| of ittle gt view of the con-
snsus of opinion nmong Engll

Torles

dmM RSB masmAonmmmEAE A s

. g, » tarwer export irde;
[ ot & way neany to
o the Nir. Fielding hus | |nnmd

nml as

tarifl, which, - {0
i
at rediecd rates the cxports of |t
Gontrien that 10 the fulr thing by mxr- .
“the préliminary spouting on the tasf |
closerd Tust week qnd a couple of weeks | €
<>-nulvl suflice to ;mt it through commig- n
Mr.  Law 'I. 14 due In England.in
e Freliaknent witl be through, | ¥
16 is thought, In_# month more. He will | p
et n warm Mv]vllun from Englishmen, |8
A warraer oe Bf B Jonst gt oot |
wonld be accordedy 1t he went-with the |
project of the Dey and Tuppers for | g
re-establishing Al loaf in - the |
home of the Britigh artisan, |
GATINEAU. < f
. |
et f
Me Took the Mint. I
n Malen's Prayar?® |

!“Can you play
b

1 eni

Woy. ses. i the replied wearlly, |
but whnl . ﬂl!‘ w

* You probably would |

3

"Then 1t wns thas htter a few moments of | T
deep thought he dordedd that he never |
would have a bettar opportunity to pro- |
pose. —Chleagn Post. |

Troe Test. ¥
Bers—You could hardly call her a octal |n
surcens
Jess—Why, she seema to have plenty of |
am frers. .
Beea—Oh, yeu, If zon look b 18 that | b
bl hm Tdon't' bel..ve
a single roan
»-u.m. or & Moy, [l
Lady Shopper—1 want to pt romethCog
rlinble =t boy of 0 yi 1
[
1




