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Importance of Waterways

\er
lex| Dealing with the Soo questidn,

Ily | the Joint Commission reported ln;,'

e, part as follows:— .

nd| Upon the organization of the ln-l_

ow ternational: Waterways. Commission

‘as it found the mOst pressing matter
he poming within its jurisdiction was|'

on | the regulation of the use by pri-
k. | yate corporatlons of the waters -

Br- st. Mary's River in connection wnh!_

il the comtrol of thosa waters for y
ofs the protection of bpavigation at!

‘or present and In the future.
00 The extent of the commerce on

Ol the Great Lakes is well Austrated 7

‘@l by official statistics of the amount

lof freight which passed ihe locks
Hliat Sault Ste. arle ing the sea-
m- won of navightion ol¥1905, which

it pmounted to more than forty-four |
~ million net tons. To this shouid bo|

Mt added the local tonnage, wh h s
nolconsiderable, and the large : .ffic,
“‘Ihﬂ.wwn ports on Lakes ) higan
el and Huron and the East,  bing
a4t n total lake traffic of & en

Sfifty ond sixty  million tons. ‘Lhe
el jmmense importance of transporta-

tes ition by the Great Lakes, and the|,

DX consequent  necessity of protecting
D8U and facllitating it 1o the interest
ter of the public, becomes apparent
ere'when we consider that the ablity
120 to transport by lake must have
Kk | pesulted, during the season of 1003,
»d in saving many millions of doilars.
0= The average rate for transporta-
eT% tlon of Lake Supérior [reights in
- 1003 was  £.00085  per ton-mile,
the 'achile . fromr  the bast information
°rs obtalnable the transportation rate
T by rail between Lake Superior
e ipoints wod - the Rast s not. ves
MUithan £004 per ton-mile.: The tou.
weo mile  saving  over rallroad trans.
tht portation was, therefore, at least

. 800915, The average haunl of ihe
lay freight mentionsd was eight hun.
il drest thirty-three and three-tenths
V- miles. The total number of toos of

U frelght that passed the Sanlt locks |

“ein 1003 was 44,270,650, and it fol.
wk lows that In this year there was
"he o nn ageregate saving throngh lIak
e transportation  on Lake  Supericr
a- through freight alome of approx-
. lmately £116 700,000, In  wther
i words, by truusporting the Lak
e, ®=yperior freight on  the Great
M Lakes &116,000,000 were saved in
ht 1003, to the producers of raw ma-
Mmoo terinls, the manufactarer and the
v consumer, and the saving 1o wini.
W Faetorers has maude i paossibl tor
AL them to supply the home marke¥<

L and compote In those  of Torelgn

e ecountries.

. The growth  of commerce wpon
M e Great Lakes in the. past few
EO years, amnd it prospeetive  immense
ineresse in the Tuture, has convine-
1 the Commission that steps whould
b taken, not merely (o preserve
thv Inke levels, t to retain abe
solute control of all waters which
R g to maintain those sevels, angd
PGt all lapds which cmay be usefnl
PTobr necessary,  at o present  or in
of the fature, to inerense  pavigation

facilities. The Commission & here.

S0 fore, decldedly of the opinion that'

DY the |, Governments  of the  United
and Canada shoild act” in
T ounion m controlling abwolutely,

any, aml all diversjons at &
Marie, %0 that the waters of

time when needed Boe navigation
I Phe Inerease in the size of ves.
he ole navigating the lakes fins s e
rapidl. Tn 1850 jake voswols  peach-
el a length of 200 feot, in 18Dg
Toa In 1902 500 "eot, and @
vesseld GO0 feet In o length will b

Sogmt i serviee ddaring 1O&  In 1004

M there were only forty boats in the
O ity Lol 000 tons br o mo winle
Pl additiomal  vegsels will v i
N commission during 18, none  of
'S which will have a eargo capaeity
Nooaf less than SO0 tans. The com
1T Bined cargoe eapacity~of thess 22
O pew  boats will e abont 132000
™ tons for a single  tripe amd they
N¥ will constitnte  an addition  of
N atemt 20 por eent. o the earrying
e capaelty of the fleet sogagel o
the  transportation  of  ore  from
Lake Superior :
he  The quantity of freight peseng to
en and  fro Lake Superior fine
o deubled twiee in the past thirtren
rt oyeare, it Wing HL2T0AM toce

river may b avaliable at  any:

e Lake Siperior trade, with a gapa-.
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n
te 1005 about fonr  times  what ‘tl

in was in 1002 The valne of the car |
nel gees passing the Sanlt eanale in’
1005 wasx  RYIBOASAKE, lron, in
clading ore and mannfactured iron. !
te eomstituting 27 per eent. of thie
& talve, and erreals U8 per eent.
The development of the power of
m- the Bt Mary's raphkis has  lwen
‘s, profeted and eartied on hy  prao
tieally two intoresta—the €handler.
fanbar  amnd  alllesd interest® and
Ip The Lake Superior orporation with
ro, Nta snbordinate companies, The Taka
fie Superior Power (b, and The Mich
be fgan Lake Superior Power
ney It 1= apparent that the  aetnal
of preeent nee of water for. power
ty purpoece = nrarly equal  to uml
23 amonnt of flow ohetrocted hy the
te] works of all the power derrlop
e ment companies comalderad as A
Tnlntt, and 1t W eleaf that the|
Yo | amennt of water required for the,
n proposed  additions  to present

"
to eall for completa control of.
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