‘|Let Her Be, 1864.

{ ll\mninxu STORY OF THE
STEAMEK CHIOORA.
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Mg A J. Ciark, writing 0 The
‘®|Pelon Times, gives the following
interesting history of the Caicora:
i The stemmer Chicora of the fleet
n-,of the Niagara Nuvigation Co., was
n-{built at Liverpool, ur at Birkenhead,
e-'Just’ opposite, in 1864, She left the
iisistocks at @ tme when British ship-|
r<|3ards were turning out their specd- |
ncgnt cradft for what then coostitut-
prwd the most exciting service in the
to|world, pamcly, the ruswing of the |0
as United SMMtwrnavy’s blockade of
nd|the seceding Southern States.
r-{Though bulit s0 ncar the ecluse of
onlthe great civil struggle, she yet
n-|arrived 00 this side of the Atlantic
in time to make several snccessful
m-{tFips into the port of Charleston,
zi|8C. The accuracy of this statement
ts, has been denind, but  confirmation |
telof it was obtained many years ago |
n-| by the present owners of the steam-
p=|¢F from her war-time captain, who
visited Toronto to have a last look
at the eraft once ble pride. Ho
manpifested all of a sailor’s love for
his ship of other days, and  even
yointed out n slight dent in the |
hull which he clalmed was made |
fe- by a spent Federal shell. 1
W1l As 8 pockade Tunner the steamer
had no upper works and was tur-
tle-backed <20 Yhe foremast. Eviry-
thing calculated to make her ocon.
F=lgplenous b lng avoided. No topmasts
were used and the rakish funnels,
though unusually Tall to  weurs]
strong draught, were of small diam-
ny leter. |
ol The close of the war between x:u-[f
NEI8aL. utting an end 1o the carw: |
Oelfor waeh she was baiit, the jow-!
1Olying craft was brought to Halil
Atiwbere. it i probable she rece
her prpsenl musical bame, meaning
i Landfof Flowers.” Sold for service
ngjon the Great Lakes, she was entin
05 lwo to pass the canals and  after
orbeing rebuilt’ to [t her for heroew 7
duties, was put in conmission b
tween Coulngwond and Thunder Bay.
On this route during the sununer |
helof 1870 came the next event in the |
Chicora’s history, and one  which |
Kives her a place in the interestof |
ail Capadians, for during that sea-|
ron she did splendid serviee o for-
warding Lord Wolseley's (then Col
nt |Garnet Walseley) famous Red River '
{expedition for the stamping out of !
of |the first Riel rebellion.
x| A soon as it bocame known, early
S0, [AD tnat eventful jear, that Canada
et [BrOposed 1o use the great lakes as
y-|part ‘of the route over whieh to
Iyas |setial  hor. soidiery to. the wewe of |,
ip= disaffection the American  auchori-
n|ties issued striet orders forbidding
the passage of Canadian troops or
their sappiles throvigh the canal lo-
vated on United - States tervitory n-|
round .the 8t. Mary's Rapids. So
zealons were the officials at the Soo
_jentrusted “with  the enforcement of
these orders that they even sitoppa!
the Chicora on -her regular trip,
‘|though +he bad aeither troops nor
.{ventraband of war on bvard. Not to
B deprived of 500 and odd miles
ol water travel, Col. Wolseloy form-
«d the plan of shipping his supplies
to the “foot of the raplds, having
them laboriously portage! over Ca.l
s nadian territory and re--hippd for |
Lthe passage across Lake Saperlor
| This scheme was carrled into offeet
by a small foree ler Col. Dolton,
omt fortuiately (of the bettor re.
ot, |iations of the two countries the an-
ml)\ﬂ}lnl’ restriction was removed hy
,,,r:th Washington anthorities  tefores
1, s final departure of the expedition.
.ll:,(‘(m-vmwnt'y tes the Chicora fell the
Y jhonor of taking on board at’ (‘n'-‘
O limgwood Col. Woluley and his staff |
et 0 the advanes xvard, consisting of |
flities compantes of the 60th  Rifiac, |
and of landing them on the <hare
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" laf Thunder Raxy st what wae pam.
il Prinee  Arther's -Tandine, ini*
kemar of  Prines “Arthne of  Con.|
Inarvght. The troon: and their oal.|

'(" innt ramman 1It Toronto am t|

.

wreat enthnsinem. on May 24, N‘r\;
cotirked Phe  ama day and were |
X anded o tha ORth
WUE Tl Chlenrn wirs purehased in 18Ts |
""‘ln faynd the Nivgiara Biver Line, ha- =
jever sinise been yearly engaped in!
Tthe erocsdake servies, and Nolde toil
{her erulit a remarkably s<nee
Lireeondt She ha< an fron hnit 210t
W fin gength, And i of the siloawhs
ClLitape Mer engitfes are- those or
elally slaesl in her,  thossh  the
hnve “hwn In ereat - pact rohald !
s eml among oM Jake men her cen  (
G anelities, are never <low to reecive !
thoir mee? of prater |
ry o WhHat might B termed tha ont
vorelle of her early earter now
st aboard  the steamer hane
soon the ra'l in front of the pilot
henvcee in the form of a small. ship
to el In ite own way it tolls .1||I
thot remalns to b pevordol of an
iRt Eosling GG Fictory,
foet, practieally all thnat l< known

<t !

a0 oo whon and where the ve <ot |
37w bl and hir ~tarng oneiood
name
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