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HERO OF NORONIC FIRE
kitted IN CRASH

Port Williams, Ont. Nov. 16- Mr. Leo
Kari who at 18 was one of the heros
of the disastrous Noronic ship fire
at Toronto in September, 1949, was
killed November 15 in an automobile
crash here.

Kari was a member of the crew of
the $4,000,000 Noronic which burned
at the moorings with a loss of 119 |
lives, many from the Detroit area. |

In the pre-dawn hours he was cred-i
ited with saving many of the ship*si
vacationing Americans at the risk of
his own life.

ANOTHER ANCIENT WRECK DISCOVERED
IN ST. CLAIR RIVER

Oct; 23:- Wreckage of a ancient 100-
foot long .ship near the center of
theSt. Clair River ship channel, was
announced by the Detroit District of
the Army Engineers.

The wreck is appearently a wooddn
ship and is under 25 feet of water.
Several deeply laden vessels have
reported touching something In the
vicinity recently. However it is not
a serious hazard to most shipping.

An engineers' survey party found
it near the head -of Russel Island
about 100 feet from the center of
the channel. Divers located wooden
ribs, but have not been able to det-
ermine more about the ship because
of murky water.

The Engineers will remove the ship
by pulling it apart with cables or
by blasting.

1U ATTENTION Hi

The-NOVEMBER MEETING of the Model
Guild will beHELD JN THE BRIEFING

ROM at the DETROIT HISTORICAL MtEUM
Friday November 27, 1953,at 8® P.M.
BE SURE AND COMVE

BRING A FRIEND
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DRAWN RY ROWLEY MURPHY AFTER PLANS RY C. H. j SNIDER
(Courtesy Rous & Mann Press Lisnsted)

The Schooner “Nancy’

1789-1814

The Little Ships:
THE NANCY, OF MDY
Third in a series on the models
on display in the Museum of Great
Lakes History. J.E. Johnston, curator

The Eighteenth Century was one of
uncertainty for the Europeans in the
Great Lakes region. For these hardy
venturers all activities centered
around the few stockaded trading
posts \hich were separated by leagues

of wilderness.
Wars, and rumors of wars, were

almost continuous. French and
Indians, French and British, British

cont. po. 3
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MJUSEUM NOTES
Recent Accessions

Prom the power plant of the side-
wheel steamboat, recently removed
from Lake Huron, at a point about
2\ miles from Port Huron:

1. The pitman rod from the main
engine, 22 feet long and 18
Inches wide, and 8 inches thick
of pine, bound all around with

iron, with one of the original
brass bearings still attached.

2. The valve mechanism, with the
four eccentrics still Intact.

3. The hub, or spider, from one end
of one of the paddle wheels, This
Is the only one of several tosur-
vive the blast required to reduce
the machinery to parts that could
be handled by the derrick.

4. Ahand pump of strange design
which looks simple, until you
try to figure out how it works.
The leathers In the pump were
found to be in perfect condition
in spite of having been sub-
nerged for perhaps o years. The
gaskets also were in perfect con-
dition.No difficulty was experier®
ced in completely dismantling it.
All nuts were removed from tie bolts
with comparative ease.

These items were presented to the
museum by the U. S. Engineers, who
salvaged them.

Seven reprints of very early maps
of the Great Lakes region. Dates of
originals: 15K0 ............ 1650.....c.c...... 1657
1720= ===717 1~ ..... 1782===== 1849.
Also a map of Frankfort harbor,1939,
all being from the Supplement to the
Benzie County Patriot, of June 83>
1939* Donated by Mr. Victor Schoen
Editor and Publisher of LAKELAND
YACHTING, Sheboygan, Wisconsin.

SHIPS AND THE SEA '
Volumes number one and number two
bound in beautiful green covers.
From the nagazine SHIPS AND THE SEA,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, through Mr.
Joseph C. O0'Hearn, Advisory Editor.

NOMINATIONS OP 195»* OFFICERS

At the regular meeting of Great
Lakes Model Shipbuilders’ Guild,
October 30, 1953 the following mem
bers were appointed tothe Nominating
Committee by Vice President Robert
«H. Davison, acting in place of
President Robert H. Ruhl who  was
unable to be present because of ill-
ness in the family.

The committee was instructed to
nominate candidates for the follovAig
offices in the Guild:

President
President
Vice President
Sec.-Treasurer

The Nominating conanittee:

R. A. Bishop A. H. Koeppner
W. J. Osborne John Miller
Dennis Kovach John Clements
Walter Massey M Oram

Irs Agar Curtis Kovach

J, K Helgesen, Sr.
Results

Office Incumbent Vote Nominees
Pres. R.L.Ruhl 1 R.L.Ruhl
9 R.H.Davison

1 John Miller
V-Pres.R.H,Davison 1 R.H.Davison
8 John Miller
1 A.0.Henning

S-Tres, J.E.Johnston 10 J,E.Johnston

One ballot void.
Respectfully submitted

The NOMINATING COVMMITTEE
John Miller
Chairman

November 7, 1953
LETTER TO THE EDITOR;:

Dear Capt, Johnston:
My steam powered model of the walk-
in-the-Water is now complete and on
two occasions | have sailed her.
Yesterday' we brought her over to
Belle lisle. They told me you were on
vacation. We spent several hours
sailing her in the yacht basin up
rla”r from "J'nT« Wingl. She does-
n>t steam very long and | can only
e econt, pp. 7
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TheLast Struggle ~ *w* "Zzovic Dows"
Nc /ember 1r89

To watch a ship ‘'larg* cr small)
.team or sail) sirkln« before your
oa-» is * w?st tra*li; scene. When a

is fcui.lt, tkor.e who build. her
pogt those that sail her, puc sowe-
tting into her although not mads of
ar.iiwi, vegitable ov mineral, la a
vital part of her. You do nou see or
feel it,yet it is there when reeded.
Realization of this added quality is
felt with surety when she fights to
survive a stci© or the water that
slowly pulls her down.

Captain Roach of the tug "Morford",
cue of tne wvessels that went to the
assistance of the "David Dows", dis-
cribes its' sinking as follows:

"The big vessel, was being watched
over very much after the fashion
one holds a vigil over the bed of a
dying man. She had to go. There was
no viay of saving her. At 2:45 P.M.
her timbers began to groan. She
ceased her heavy pitching. Slowly
she leaned over to starboard. Her
five monster sticks were dipping
over and reached the waters edge.
She began to right herself, but more
waves came aboard and the  masts
dlped again. Then, slowly, ma-
jestically, her stem rose up out of
the water and her bow gradually sank
out of sight. Half her length sub-
merged,she shot down ur.til her stem
stood upright. In this way she dis-
appeared from view, and, going to
the bottom, righted wup, her tall
masts reappearing above the water,
bolt upright. In this position she
lies—a total loss, irreclaimable.”

Thus passed on to smother seas

the first five masted schooner ever
built in America, and the largest
ever built on the hakes.
HEW'SERIES' OF AimcfLES ...
TO START IN DECEVBER

Beginning with the December issue
of TELESCOPE, a series of articles
telling of forgotten ports and their
histories. The articles will alter-
nate with The LITTLE SHIPS.
December TELESCOPE

PORTS COF THE PAST

Little Ships—cont.

and Indians, British and their n\n:
colonics. Even after the close of
the American Revolution the British J
held Detroit and other posts south |
of the Great Lakes thereby creating i
or.-> 0" the r.-any circumstances leading’
up to the war of i8l2.

To control the fur trade, and to][
prevent the Arae"loans from building
vessels which might make a bid for
control of the Lakes, the British i
prohibited the operation of pri-
vately ownra ships, for a while all
e<m;efce was dependent upon naval

vessels for transportation. The
confusion uod dolay to shipments !
became intoieratl;. The point was i

reached where it took five years for
a London merchant to get returns on
his investment. Naturally, the fur
trade languished.

To relieve the situation Governor
Haldimand permitted the licensing
of private vessels,under navy super-
vision. Even worse conditions follow-
ed, arid finally,after strong protests
real relief was granted.

The construction of new vessels
began at once. Among the first of
these to be launched at Detroit was
the two-mast topsail schooner "Nancy',
in 1785.

Bulit for the account of the Hon.
John Richardson, of Montreal, she
was armed with six small guns; not
forfighting, but to repel attacks
by Indians or interlopers. After the
Eattle of Lake Erie she was the only
British vessel above the falls of
Niagara. In this role she needed
heavier armament, which was provided,
and she shuttled back and fourth
between the mouth of the Notawasaga
River and Mackinac Island, keeping
the garison at the Ilatter place
supplied with food and munitions.

Before being assigned to that duty
the "Nancy" had already made a name
for herself, and a place in the
hearts of Britons. In August 1812 she
participated in the capture of the
U.S. Brig "President Adams", and Fort
Detroit. She had been in the attacks
on Fort Meigs,on the Maumee Rlver,May
9, and July 24,1813,transporting
General Procter and the 4l1st. Reg-
iment to and from the scene of action.
In August of the same year she again
carried the same commander And his
troops to the attack on Fort
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FL-fuel olr; G-general; GB-gold bullion;

Name
G.R.Griffin
Dacotah
LEXINGTON

William B. Davock
James B. Carruthers

Anna C. Minch

Charles S. Price

Isaac M Scott
Clarion
CLEVEQO
S.R.Kirby
John A McGean

George J. Whelan

Hydriss
Regina
George M Cox

944 Free Eyess Bldg.
Detroit 26, Michigan

Part-Two :

: THERE'S TREASURE IN THEIR HOLDS!

Description andcargo valuation of these 35 sunken ships are as accurate as limited
research could establish.

CODE: CB-copper bars; BW-barrels whiskey; S-steel; GR-grain; O-ore; LO-locomotives;

PZ-pig zink; C-coal; HC-hard coal; M-money;
LM-lumber; RR-railroad cars; CS-cash; SP-specle; UNK-unknown.

Date Sunk Cargo T-Value § Name Date Sunk Cargo T=>
June, 1896 CB  $525,000 I8 City of Detroit Septl21,1873 SP-CB
Nov., 1860 CB  $500,000 19 James B. Colgate 0ct.20;i916 HC $C
June, 1846 GB-BW $450,000 20 Marshall F. Butters Oct.21,1916 LM$
Nov. 11, 1970 S $425,000 21 DEAN RICHVOND Oct 14, 1893 GB-PZ I
Nov. 10, 1913 GR  $410,000 22 Wexford Nov 13,1913 O

Nov. 11, 1940 G $375,000 23 R.G.Cobum Oct 17,1871 CB-M $i:*f
Nov. 12, 1913 O $360,000 24 Bessemer Dec 1909 rr-c $r:i
Nov. 9 1913 HC  $340,000 25 New Brunswick Oct.,1912 LM $li\
June, 191B LO  $300,000 26 Argus Nov.12,1913 G $1;:
Dec. 2, 1942 FL $271,000 27 Orinoca June 14,1924 v $2
May 8, 1914 LM $265,000 28D.L.Filer Oct.20,1916 C  s$i-?
Nov. 13, 1913 G $240,000 29 Russia Oct.17,1909 G $10-
July 29, 1930 G $235,000 30Erie 0ct.9,1841 cs $IG
Nov. 9, 1913 G $230,000 31 Meridia Oct.20,1916 a $1C
Nov. 12, 1913 G $225,000 32Clifton Sept.22,1924 UK $75'!
May 27, 1913 G $210,000 33 Atlantic Aug.,1852 cs $6°,
Oct. 17, 1936 G $210,000 34 Armedla 1918 HC

Sand Merchant



he died last year et the reputed age of IIH, Pete Jackson, a Chippewa Indle.il
who ii ed near Omena, could tell it—partly from his own memory and partly from stoi -\
les told by his elders. This was his story:

"In the early autumn (of an unknown year) the Chippewas decided to fortify them-
selves in a lakeside position where they thought the Menominees with whom they had
trouble would be most likely to attack. This was in the northern part of Benzie
county at the mouth of the Platte river, about fifteen miles fromFrankfort. There
they built stone breast-vorks. (This was an unusual operation for Indians, who rarely
used artificial defense devices.)

Dy spring the Menominees had not ccrae across Lake Michigan from what is now Wis-
consin to fight, so the Chippewas decided to cross the lake in canoes and take the
Menominees by surprise.

Before they embarked, however, the chief took all the money that the tribe owned,
said by Pete to be "two copper ksttlas full,” carried it alone over the brow of a
nearby hill, and buried it in a spot that only he, the chief, knew.

The Chippewa warriors then launched their flotilla of canoes and crossed to the
Wisconsin side cf Lake'Michigan, In Green Bay, however, a suddenstorm capsized their!
craft, and all of the warriors drowned.

Many relics of the Indians' stay on the Platte remain, including the stone breast-j
works and buried arrowheads. But the money was ne-;er found. The story, as related i
by Pete has Intrigued many in the vicinity and has induced a scattered few actually
to dig on the site.

rctess tale, says Professor James, is of the type known as "place legend,” and i3
most unusual in that the breastworks mentioned in the story still exist.

What are the instruments used by modern treasure hunters in their searches,

For unde.water searchers, McLean has developed a device which he calls a "Water-
scope.” This is an underwater periscope to the end of which are attached powerful
searchlights. Operating A.ls device fromthe surface, McLeancan, under favorable
conditions, view all the major objects onthe lake bottom in a circle sixty feet in
radius--even in water a hundred feet deep.

A number of other devices for detecting metals beneath water and soil have been e-
volved in recent years. One of then, a special potentiometer, was used in locating
the Kitty Reeves last year. Another device, developed in the United States during
“orld War Il, is the Pluxgatemagnetometer, used as submarine detecting device.

Dr. Hugo Mandelbemr.,. Wa/ne- University geophysicist, explains that the magnetometer
can be used for detecting any object in which magnestism is induced by the earth's
magnetic field. This includes iron, nickel, objects made from these metals, and many
ores.

There are two types of magnetometers marketed commercially, costing about $1,000
to bl.SOO. Not only may the magnetometerbe used over water, but also over land. In
fact, it is in everyday use today in airborne surveys for detecting ores. Ore de-
posits, if they are large en;.ugh, may be detected by the device even at a height of
five hundred feet.

If carried close to the ground, the magnetometer can detect even relatively small
amounts of buried metal. Conditions must be favorable, however; the metal must not
be buried too deep and must be of sufficient mass.

And if the treasure hunter really makes a find, what are the legal snarls that he

raay get into? Professor Carl L. Whitchurch of Wayne's Law School gives some of the

ansvrers.
>

A *»nuers keepers, losers weepers" doesn't actually have validity in lav/, he warns.
p&s,on doesn't necessarily lose title to property just because it's been buried or

h * vOr 8 *onS tiiae. Before a successful treasure hunter appropriates his find, he
better consider these two factors:

butlri5t* vas the treasure "abandoned?" Abandonment is a little difficult to define,

eal °"e evi“erices of it is that the treasure was in a place where it was
and still was not salvaged by the owner. It may also possibly be consid-
Lut nc3onGd if it were lost so that the owner couldn't have known where it was.
t r . OWhel*bas made repeated attempts to salvage it or find it, probably he
The re"ains

owner may not, of course, be living. Certainly, this is the case with

nol, Ohio and Michigan treasure, but there .is some c?ance that his heirs
—S"ntx e continued next page)




Second, where was the tress lound, Here, another person come3 In as a possible i
owner of the treasure: naaelj owner of the property on which the treasure was »
found. Treasure seekers had not invade private property, Professor ,rhltchurch 1
says. It's a pretty good grc -Tj- rule to look for your treasure in a public place;
that is, a place to which che r-sr.eral public has access. This could be the state's
navigable waters, parks and for-*" reservations, beaches of the Great Lakes, and the |
borders of public highways.

"There are practicelly no -iiv'. court cases on the rights of finders,” Professor i
Whitchurch says. "This make3 difficult to determine what may happen in future case.-,
involving treasure troves.

Especially interesting in prediction Is how a certain ancient state law, still]
on Michigan's statute boo'.<3, affect the cases.

Surprising to almost any ajua-e-r treasure hunter are the solemn and forbidding pro-)
visions of this ancient stac-'e, passed by the state fathers a hundred and seven yearsj

ago.

gCalled the law of "lost ar.d .reclaimed property,” it deals with such matters as post-
ing notice of having found (in tvo public places within the township if
value is $3 or more, and also. — newspapers if value is $10 or more), appraisal and
certification of value by a _'.a-'ce of the peace, restitution to the owner if he
appears, and actual turning c er to the township a portion of the treasure's value
if the owner does not appear.

The statute has teeth iIn it, -d>o, with ominous words life 'fine"™ and "imprisonment"

There's another legal matter too, that treasure hunters had better consider:
federal income taxe3.

In general, a "windfall” seen, a3 an unearthed treasure is subject to such taxation
says Dr. John E. Glavin, al3t of ayne's law staff.

"Furthermore, if the trees is recovered in Canadian waters, it's possible that
the treasure finder will be Pered byboth the U.S. and Canada, "Dr. Glavin warns."

How about deductions for the business expenses" of the treasure hunt? This is a
jjoint that might be a bit dIfflc'lt to interpret, says the professor. It would de-
pend on whether the particular treasure hunt were considered by ourTreasuryDepart-
ment to be a "gainful business’ or Just a recreational flaunt.

Certain exonomic considers >itn3 are .jnportant for the treasure hunter, too.

Because of factors such a3 cr.e rise in price levels, most recovered treasurers
would command higher prices tolay than at the time lost. One item iQuires special
consideration in this connect'on, however, says Dr. Lawrence H Seltzer, professor
of economics. This item is go-d.lI

A bar of gold is worth more today than in former years, buta gold ooin can be re-
deemed only at its fc.ee value 1leven though the gold content of the dollar was great-
er in the old days).

Under these circumstances, a finder of gold coinswould probably profit by melting
them into bulliO n and selling the resulting bars of metal but the trouble is that he
may not do so legally.

Ever since 193" Americans who come into the possession of U.S. gold coins have
been required to turn them in to the U.S.Treasury for redemption in other money. So.
the lucky chao who finds a chest full of U.S. gold coins had better not try either
keeping them or melting them. Instead, he should go to a Federal Reservebank and
turn them in. The bank will give him a check for their face value.

Despice all the tnougne-provoking problems and responsibilities that the professors’
ansv:ers have brought forth, the Treasure IJplimited expedition has Intrigued many more
people than can be accommodated On the voyage.

But there'll be other seasons. |If results in Lake Erie are good, there's always
the possibility of probing the greater*depths of other lakes. Lake Huron might be
the second choice, since next to Lake Erie it is the shallowest. Lake Superior would
probably be last on the list, 3lInce its average depth of a thousand feet makes most
of its wrecks unsalvagable.

And concerted land treasure expeditions might be organized. Already, '-'ayne stu-
dents have made seme experimental probings.

Hare is a list of reputed treasure sites within the two states and their waters
that have long been discussed by the treasure minded:

(continued on next page)
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The steamer Pewabic was lost In a collision off the Alpena county coast. The
vessel carried $200,00.

LaSalle's ship Griffon, carrying gold with whichtopurchase furs, isthought to
be in the waters of Hessel, Mackinac county.

Indians are said to have minded great quantitites of silver inLake of the Clouds,
Ontonagon county, but their mines have never been found.

An unidentifiedvessel with $4,500,00 in gold bullion aboard is"supposed" to have

sunk off Proverty Island, Big Bayde Noc, Delta county.

The schooner Fay, with valuable cargo, lies at the bottom of Saginaw Bay.

The steamer Templeton was wrecked off South Manitou Island, Leelanau county, with
valuable cargo, including whiskey.

The steamer Westmoreland with $100,000 aboard supposed to be in the waters of the
Straits of Mackinac.

The steamer City of Detroit is at the bottom of Saginaw Bay with a valuable cargo
aboard.

A chest of money and other valuables is said to have been buried in the sands of
deserted High Island in Lake Michigan. A religious colony which once lived there is
said to have buried it.

On the Fortenatis /ukasfarm, Scottville, $85,000 in gold
buried.

Buried on the Steiner farm, Bellaire, is "an Indian hoard.”

The vessel Blue Boy, with a cargo of whiskey, was lost near Charlevoix.

The schooner Venus, carrying a large government payroll, sank near Northport.

Chicago bandit treasure is reported buried on the Pennington farm, Dimondale.

The vessel Minnie West was lost near Charlevoix with a cargo of whiskey.

The DelleiT- ./arm, Grand Rapids, supposed to hold buried robbers' loot.

Somewhere in the River Rouge area a kettle of General Hull's gold is believed to
be buried.

Riches of unknown value and origin supposed to be in Crysta

Near L'Estivant Pines, Keewenaw Peninsula, $25,000 in silver

isreported to be

Lake, near Whitehall.
is cached somewhere.

OHIO

Eaton Preble county -- A pot of gold supposed to have been buried near here by a

member of the Bridge family during Indian days, has never been found. 1

Rockford, Mercer county -- Loot hidden near here has been found, but more isthough™-

to exist. --The End-- .
once or twice whipped the basin up Into

WALLSCHIFF CONTRACT ANVARDED

TO CANADIAN FIRM

Oct. 20:- McQueen Marine Ltd. of
Amherstburg Ontario, has been gi\en
the job of raising the German Motor
ship Wallschiff, which sank in the
St. Clair River after a collision
with the ore freighter Pioneer.

The bid was accepted Oct. 19 by
Luebeck Lines, of Hamburg, Germany,
.owner of the sunken ship.

—Work will start within a few days.
Letter to Editor, cont:

count on her for about five minutes,
out she "chuff-chuff-chuff" along
th 3 fairly decent clip into or with

e wind, ~ with a small bow wave and
wo rows of ripples leading away from

““paddle wheels.Vueen of the whole

J? * Arather impressive sight.

of we 1 salled  her half the length
—— —basin into a wind. The wind

a series of short choppy waves. She roll-
ed and pitched lifting one paddle wheel
out and drawing the other but never ship-
ping a drop of water. She aroused some
comment. A sidewheelerl Is she electric?
How much gas does she use? How much did
the kit cost,,etc? They could hardly be-
lieve that she had a real steam engine
that we had made ourselves. The pictures
we made are not developed or | would send

some along with this letter. 1'lIl bring
her down again first chance | get.
Now that this one is finished | have to

start thinking about the next one.
Sincerely yours,

Frank Slyker

22944 Hayes

East Detroit,
Michigan




