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E D I T O R I A L

OF THIS AND THAT

On page 3 we announce the reopening o f  the museum 
in i t s  new, and we hope, temporary, q u a r te r s .  You are  inv i ted  to v i s i t  
our section of the D e t ro i t  H is to r ic a l  Museum and ge t  an idea of what can 
be done when end i f  we get  a build ing on Belle  I s l e ,

Our speci f  o f fe r ing  fo r  March i s  the o i l  pa in t ings  of  Great Lakes 
vesse ls .  Be sure to see these during March fo r  they may have to make 
way for  our April  spec ia l  e x h ib i t  of  b u i ld e r s '  half-models .  Our spec ia l  
exh ib i t  fo r  May w i l l  fea tu re  "Aids to Navigation".  Every month or so we 
w i l l  put on these spec ia l  e x h ib i t s .  At th i s  time i t  i s  not poss ib le  fo r  
me to give exact dates  fo r  the many sub jec ts  but here a re  a few of  them.

Old p r in t s  of  Lakes vesse ls .  Old and new char ts  of  the Great Lakes . 
The s tory  of  the development of anchors.  Plans of Lakes sh ips ,  both old 
and recen t ly  cons truc ted .  Photographs of  ea r ly  and recen t  Lakes vesse ls  
from various public and p r iv a te  c o l l e c t i o n s .  Other sub jec ts  w i l l  be on 
a t  f a i r l y  regu la r  i n t e r v a l s .  About twenty-four are a l ready on our l i s t ,  
and others  w i l l  be added as time passes .  As soon as poss ib le  a schedule 
w i l l  be published, giving da tes  of  opening, e t c .

This month's cen te r  spread presents  the plan of  an Ohio pound b o a t . I t  
has taken a lo t  of  doing to get  th i s  in to  Telescope.  I t  i s  not a product 
of  our own d ra f t in g  room but i s  the work of the d is t ingu ished  naval a r c 
h i t e c t  Howard I Chapelle,  and is  reproduced by spec ia l  permission of  Mr. 
Chapelle and his  pub l ishers ,  W.W.Norton Company, N.Y., and to both of 
them go oir thanks. There w i l l  be o thers  from the same source published 
in Telescope from time to time. F u l l - s i z e  plans may be obtained through 
the pub l isher .  Our reason fo r  presenting  them i s :  Our model bu i lde rs  
who l ik e  to cons t ruc t  models of  small c r a f t  may now know where to turn 
fo r  p lans.  (See Howard I.Chapelle*s "American Small S a i l in g  C ra f t" .

THE GUILD
ORGANIZ ED IN  1952 TO L O C A T E .  A C Q U IR E .  AND PRESERVE IN FO R M A TIO N  AND OBJECTS RELATED TO THE H IS T O R Y  
OF S H I P P I N G  ON THE GREAT LAKES AND TO MAKE SAME A V AIL A B L E  TO THE P U B L IC  THROUGH THE MUSEUM OF GREAT 
LAKES H IS T O R Y  AND THE COLUMNS OF T E L E S C O P E .  THE C O N S T R U C T IO N  OF A U T H E N T IC  SCALE MODELS OF GREAT 
LAKES S H I P S  IS  ONE OF THE P R IM E  O B J E C T IV E S  OF THE O R G A N I Z A T I O N .  W HIC H HAS BROUGHT IN T O  B E IN G  THE  
LARGEST E X I S T I N G  CO LL E CT IO N  OF MODELS OF THESE S H I P S .  THE MUSEUM OF GREAT LAKES H IS T O R Y .  LOCATED ON 
THE SHORE OF BELLE I S L E .  IN D E T R O IT .  IS O F F I C I A L  HEADQUARTERS FOR THE ORGAN IZ ATIO N AND THE REPOSIT ORY  
OF ALL OF IT S  HOLD IN GS. THE GUIL D IS  INCORPORATED AS AN OR G A N IZA T IO N  FOR NO P R O F IT  UNDER THE LAWS OF 
THE STATE OF M IC H IG A N .  NO MEMBER R E CE IV E S  ANY COMPENSATION FOR H IS  S E R V IC E S .  DONATIONS TO THE G UIL D  
ARE DE DUCTIB LE FOR TAX INCOME PURPOSES. ------------  --------*• W

O F F I C E R S

Robert L .Ruhl ,  P res iden t  John K.Helgesen,Sr Vice P re s iden t
Joseph E.Johnston, Secy-Treas.

D I R E C T O R S

Robert H.Davison.................. Ferndale .  Walter Massey,.............. LaSal le ,O ntar io .
John F .M i l l e r , . . .  Grosse Pointe  . Leo M .F lag le r , ............... Windsor.Ontario.
Carl G.Ammon,........................ D e t r o i t .  Frank S ly k e r , .........................East D e t r o i t .



3

MUSEUM OF GREAT LAKES HISTORY RE-OPENED

On Tuesday, March 14, 1956, the Museum
of Great Lakes History was o f f i c i a l l y  r e 
opened to the public a f t e r  having b e e n  
closed since October, 1955, the l a s t  month 
of opera t ions  in the Schooner "J.T» Wing."

The new loca t ion  is  on the Ground Floor 
of  the main building of the D e t ro i t  His
t o r i c a l  Museum, Woodward Avenue a t  Kirby, 
in D e t ro i t .  This i s  the f i r s t  time tha t  
the Maritime Department has been located 
in the same build ing with the parent o r 
gan iza t ion  and i f  the proposed Maritime 
Museum Building m a te r ia l i z e s ,  on Belle 
I s l e ,  t h i s  i s  a temporary arrangement.

Among the advantages of  the new loca t ion  
a re ,  g re a te r  space, a l l  e x h ib i t s  on one 
le v e l ,  higher c e i l i n g s ,  more cheerfu l  c o l 
o r s ,  no dampness, and the o f f i c e  on the 
same f lo o r  with the e x h ib i t s .  Also, there  
w i l l  be ample space fo r  new and changing 
e x h ib i t s  from time to time.

The p r in c ip a l  new fea tu re  on opening day 
was the c o l le c t io n  of  f in e  o i l  pa in t ings  
of old Great Lakes v es se ls ,  both s a i l  and 
steam. These t r ea su re s  have been consid
ered too valuable to r i s k  in the moisture 
which prevailed  most of  the open season on 
the ship.  They include p ic tu re s  of  ear ly  
D e t ro i t  and Cleveland Steam Navigation 
Company steamers,by Seth Area Whipple, and 
several  of  Lakes schooners. There a r e  
seventeen in t h i s  hanging. Others w i l l  be 
shown l a t e r .

New and d i f f e r e n t  t reatment  of  old sub
j e c t s  are poss ib le  in t h i s  la rg e r  space, 
and while v i s i t o r s ,  who have seen the ma
t e r i a l s  as they were displayed on the old 
"Wing," w i l l  recognize many of  the ob jec ts  
they w i l l  see them in an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r 
ent  l i g h t ,  thereby gaining more informa
t io n .  For the f i r s t  time in four years,  
we w i l l  not have to crowd the exh ib i t s  one 
ag a ins t  the o ther  u n t i l  the re  i s  no space 
for  groups on guided tours  and the d isp lay  
w i l l  take on the d ig n i ty  appropria te  to 
the sub jec t  ----  Great Lakes History.

Even with the increased space not a l l  of 
our m a te r ia l s  w i l l  be displayed a t  once. 
A new e x h i b i t , i n  a new sec t ion  w i l l  appear 
from time to time. During the next two 
years there  w i l l  be new ex h ib i t s  opened on 
an average of  one every two months. Not 
a l l  w i l l  fea tu re  m a te r ia ls  not shown be
fo re ,  but a d i f f e r e n t  p re sen ta t io n  w i l l  do 
much to bring out f a c t s  th a t  f a i l e d  to get  
adequate a t t e n t io n  when the f a c i l i t i e s  
were r e s t r i c t e d .

The binnacle from the old gun boat "Yan- 
t i c "  which, in the "Wing," was a pa r t  of 
the n a v ig a to r 's  bridge equipment, is  on 
d isp lay ,  as i s  the old s te e r in g  wheel, but 
they are a t  present shown separa te ly .  L a t 
er the sh ip ' s  bridge w i l l  be reconstructed 
in b e t t e r  form than was poss ib le  on the 
ship a t  Belle  I s l e .

For the f i r s t  time we have been able to 
d isp lay  f l a t ,  modern, char ts  of  the Great 
Lakes. Later  we w i l l  have a spec ia l  exhib
i t  on c h a r t s ,  when we w i l l  show our f ine  
c o l le c t io n  of ea r ly  char ts  of  the Lakes, 
including one done by hand, on l inen ,  by a 
p r iv a te  cartographer,  and some f i r s t - e d i 
t ions by the U. S. Army Engineers and bas
ed on surveys as fa r  back as the 1840's.

An e x h ib i t  of  naval weapons,associated 
with the Lakes, cons is ts  of four boarding 
pikes th a t  were a t  the B a t t le  of Lake Erie 
shown with navy cu t la s s  of  1862 and an old 
four-pound solid  shot taken from the wreck 
of  a B r i t i s h  gun boat tha t  was sc u t t led  in 
the Thames River during the B r i t i s h  r e t r e a t  
from Detroi t .Boarding pikes are spea r- l ike  
weapons used in hand-to-hand f ig h t in g  in 
the days of wooden ships.

While lumbering was one industry  and 
shipping another  they overlapped a t  some 
po in ts ,  and log dr ives  and r a f t i n g  were 
very d e f i n i t e l y  water t r an sp o r ta t io n .  Per 
haps the most i n t e r e s t in g  d e t a i l  of  log
ging has to do with the now long-forgotten  
p ra c t ic e  of marking the logs with symbols 
somewhat s im i la r  to c a t t l e  brands. We have 
prepared an exh ib i t  f ea tu r ing  a number of 
marks taken from the records in the Muske
gon County Court House. Shown with these 
are a number of p ic tu res  of logging scenes 
along the r i v e r s ,  and a model of a Lake 
Superior r a f t i n g  tug.

One panel exh ib i t  c a r r i e s  a number of 
f in e  photographs by Elmer T relore ,  showing 
scenes from r iv e r s  and harbors a l l  around 
the Lakes.

Commodity "Flow Charts" t e l l  the story 
of cargo movements up and down the Lakes. 
These hand-painted char ts  were made espec
i a l l y  fo r  the museum.

The co n t inu i ty  of h i s to r i c  models of 
Lakes vesse ls  is  presented in a new manner 
but since fa c t s  do not change the s tory 
w i l l  be the same as before;  only the t e l l 
ing w i l l  be d i f f e r e n t .  In th i s  co n t inu i ty  
the following models are shown, a l l  b u i l t  
to one sc a le , th u s  bringing out the changes 
in type and the increase  in s ize  over the 
years .
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Name Type Period
None............................ Dugout Canoe..Bre Hist .

N o n e . . . .  . . . . B i r c h  Canoe.Fur Trade.

None . . . . . E a r l y  Mackinaw.............. 1685

Nancy.....................Schooner.......................... 1789

Walk-in-the-Water. . .S.W. Steamer. . . .1818

Challenge   .Schooner................ 1850

Michigan....................... S.W. Steamer . . . .  1833

Milton............................Scow Schooner. . .  1872

James F. Joy...............Barkentine 1872

Lucia Simpson.............Schooner................. 1882

John E r ic s so n . ...........Whaleback S t r . . . 1900

Wilfred Sykes..............Bulk C a r r i e r . . . .  1950.
Later  th i s  year o ther  models w i l l  be 
added to these ,  and as time goes on the 
con t inu i ty  w i l l  be expanded to include a l l  
s ig n i f i c a n t  types of Great Lakes vesse ls .

Other models displayed are:

Frank E. Kirby.mechanized, v i s i t o r  operated 
South American; Surf  Boat; D e t ro i t ,  t h e  
f i r s t  boat to cross the A t la n t ic  under gas 
power; Yantic, (See Jan .Te lescope) ; br ig  
Niagara,  of  Put-in-Bay fame; Yosemite, the 
l i g h t  armored c ru i se r  made famous in the 
Spanish-American War by the Michigan Naval 
Volunteers,  and a model of Walk-in-the-  
Water, made with no o ther  tool than a poc
ket  kn ife ,  an exce l len t  piece of c r a f t s 
manship.

The schooner "J.T.Wing1’ has a case a l l  
to h e r se l f ,  fea tu r ing  a superb model b y 
the Kovach bro thers  of  D e t ro i t ,  and the 
Museum's Huron boat "Anna S .P iggo t t"  also 
has her place in the sun.

Other exh ib i ts  include many of  the items 
which have come to the Museum through the 
kind cooperation of scores of donors w ith 
out whom the Museum of  Great Lakes History 
could not have prospered. We r e g re t  the 
im p o ss ib i l i ty  of l i s t i n g  a l l  such donors.  
They l iv e  in a l l  p a r t s  of  the Great Lakes 
basin,  on both sides of the border,  and 
t h e i r  g i f t s  remind one of the sign th a t  
once hung in f ron t  of a ship chand le r 's  
s to re ,  "Everything from a needle to an 
anchor."

MARINE ENGINEERING 
by

Robert Radunz

Marine engineering,  i t  i s  t r u e ,  i s  but a 
branch of  mechanical engineering which had 
i t s  b i r t h  in the e igh teen th  century with 
the work of  Newcomen and Watt, and most of  
the ea r ly  marine engines d i f f e r e d  l i t t l e  
from land engines; but the app l ica t io n  of 
steam power to ships presented so many new 
problems, gave r i s e  to so many new inven
t ions  and led to such splendid achieve
ments th a t  i t s  h is to ry  claims spec ia l  con
s id e ra t io n .  Then, too ,  the work of  the 
ea r ly  marine engineers led to a revo lu t ion  
in the design and cons t ruc t ion  of  the 
ships themselves.

The p r a c t i c a b i l i t y  of the a p p l ic a t io n  of 
the steam engine to boats was demonstrated 
almost simultaneously in America, Scotland 
and France.  In t h i s  country,  we know of 
the experiments made by Rumsey, F i tch ,  
Stevens and Fulton.  These t r i a l s  were a l l  
ca r r ied  out during the l a s t  two decades of 
the e igh teen th  century and the ea r ly  years 
of  the n ine teen th  century .  I t  i s  i n t e r 
e s t in g  to note th a t  we consider the idea 
of screw propulsion as a l a t e r  invention 
in the h i s to ry  of marine engineering,  yet  
the e a r ly  pioneers such as Stevens and 
F i tch  both experiemented with screw 
p ro p e l le r s .

August 17, 1807, i s  the da te  l i s t e d  in
h is to ry  as the day th a t  steam navigation 
began in the United S ta te s .  On th a t  mem
orable  day "Fu l ton 's  Folly"  the CLERMONT 
sa i led  up the Hudson River and steamboats 
became a regu la r  means o f  t r a n sp o r t .

About ten years l a t e r  on Lake O ntar io ,  
in A pr i l ,  1817, the ONTARIO shoved o f f  
from Sacketts  Harbor and steam navigation 
had t raversed  through the wilderness and 
ar r ived  on the Great Lakes. The ONTARIO 
was followed by the FRONTENAC and in 1818 
the WALK-IN-THE-WATER became the f i r s t  
steamboat west of  the Niagara River .  From 
t h i s  po in t  on steam navigation forged 
s t e a d i ly  ahead on the Great Lakes, ships 
became la r g e r ,  engines grew in horsepower.
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Men l ik e  James Van Cleve brought new i n 
ventions from the coas t .  I t  was the in 
t e r e s t  and energy of Van Cleve th a t  b u i l t  
the VANDALIA, the f i r s t  p ro p e l le r  on the 
Lakes. This was 1041.

Progress in the next hundred years was 
rap id .  The names of Harvey, the Sau l t  Ca
na l ,  Frank Kirby, Alexander McDougall, the 
D e t ro i t  Dry Dock Company, the Globe Iron 
Works in Cleveland, and many more were a l l  
f a m i l ia r  names in the h i s to ry  and advance
ment of  marine engineering.  Modern-day 
firms such as the Skinner Engine Co.,West
inghouse, General E l e c t r i c ,  and many more 
are a l l  continuing t h i s  g rea t  her i tage  
passed on by our ea r ly  p ioneers .

In the la b o ra to r ie s  and on the drawing 
boards the Fultons and Frank Kirbys of  t o 
day are preparing the way for  gas tu rb ine  
engines,  b o i l e r s  f ixed by atomic power and 
c rea t in g  a new type of engineering th a t  
w i l l  make the engine rooms of our Lake 
vesse ls  more e f f i c i e n t  and b e t t e r  places 
to work.

This i s  the s to ry  we are  going to endea
vor to t e l l  in the coming months. I t  i s  
the s to ry  of  the p a s t ,  the p resen t ,  and 
the fu tu re .  The t a l e  of  the black gang is  
long overdue and the men who to i le d  in the 
heat of an open furnace,  who cursed and 
sweated over a cranky engine and kept her 
going under impossible cond i t ions ,  w i l l  be 
our heroes.  They gave the Captains and 
the Mates the unseen power to plow grea t  
hu l l s  m a je s t ic a l ly  through our r i v e r s  and 
Great Lakes, took down the s a i l s  from the 
masts and placed a big s tack in f u l l  view, 
so a l l  could see th a t  man had harnessed 
the God of f i r e  and he was working for  
them.

MARITIME NEWS OF 1855

Nov. 1, Telegraph Lines In Canada-

Canada now has 3^00 miles of tele
graph wire in operation. The last 
link of the line, ending on Lake 
Huron at Goderich, was finished last 
week and business commenced.

(See page 14.)

OLD PORTS IN MICHIGAN, LELAND,
AND NAUBINWAY

P h y l l i s  Robertson

Many chapters of  Michigan's t h r i l l i n g  
h is to ry  has been w r i t te n  by her Great 
Lakes p o r t s .  Many of these por ts  are  com
p le te ly  fo rgo t ten .  Of some, there  is  not 
a t race  l e f t ,  o thers  are , today ,busy  l i t t l e  
f i sh in g  v i l l a g e s .  Two l i t t l e  f i sh in g  com
munities on Lake Michigan were once ra th e r  
important p o r ts .  Leland on the west shore 
of the " l i t t l e  f inger"  of the mitten o f  
Michigan and Naubinway a t  the head of the 
lake about 50 miles west of  S t .  Ignace.

Leland, today, i s  famous as an a r t i s t s '  
colony, a r t i s t s  coming from a l l  over the 
United S ta te s  each summer. "Fish Town" 
with i t s  many f ish ing  shanties  and nets 
drying is  a popular subject  for  both 
p a in te r s  and photographers.  From here,  
commercial fishermen operate  ten months of 
the year .  I t  i s  located near the mouth of 
the Carp River,  below the power dam. This 
dam and the powerhouse beside i t  are on 
the s i t e  of  a sawmill erected in 1853. At 
one time several  sawmills were in opera
t io n .  Four docks supplied cordwood to 
steamers fo r  fu e l .  An iron furnace con
sumed thousands of cords for  fu e l .  Two 
large  masses of iron and slag in the park 
nearby stand as reminders of  the smelting 
operat ions  car r ied  on between 1870 & 1884.

Naubinway i s  today a small commercial 
f i sh ing  se t t lem ent .  I t  was s e t t l e d  i n 
1880 by French fishermen and soon a t t r a c t 
ed a group of lumber opera to rs .  Both lum
bering and f ish in g  expanded rap id ly  in the 
1880's u n t i l  the v i l l a g e  had a population 
of  1,500. I t  has 34 f ish in g  tugs,  a saw
mill  employing about 600 men and a p ie r  to 
accommodate ten lumber barges.  Undoubtedly 
much of the white pine sawed here was 
shipped down Lake Michigan to Chicago to 
rebuild  th a t  c i t y  a f t e r  i t s  d isa s t ro u s  
f i r e .  The m il ls  closed in 1896. Second- 
growth timber a t t r a c te d  new operators  in 
1906 and a sawmill erected in th a t  year 
continued operat ions for  a decade. But 
f i sh in g  is  s t i l l  a big industry .  King 
f i s h e r i e s ,  during the f ish in g  season, ship 
about a ton of f i s h  every night except 
Sundays, to Chicago and Milwaukee markets. 
But i s  i s  shipped via t r a i n  from Engadine, 
a small community j u s t  north of  Naubinway 
on the Soo Line.
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BURNING OF THE WASHINGTON

ON LAKE ERIE, WHILE ON HER PASSAGE FROM 
CLEAVELAND TO DETROIT, ON THE MORNING OF 
JUNE 16, 1838; BY WHICH MANY LIVES WERE 
LOST.

The following statement,  r e l a t i v e  to 
th i s  d i s a s t e r ,  was given by the Rev. R. J .  
Judd, of G a r r e t t e s v i l l e ,  Ohio: -

"The steamboat Washington,Captain Brown, 
l e f t  Cleaveland on her passage to D e t ro i t ,  
June 14th, with a f u l l  compliment of  pas
sengers. She had proceeded on her way 
sa fe ly ,  u n t i l  Saturday,  a t  2 o’ clock,A.M., 
and had arrived in the v i c in i t y  of S i lv e r  
Creek, about twenty-seven miles from Buf
fa lo ,  when she was discovered to be on 
f i r e .  The passengers were aroused from
th e i r  slumbers, and such a scene of confu
sion and d i s t r e s s  ensued, as those only 
can imagine who have been placed in simi
l a r  circumstances. Despair  did not,  how
ever, completely possess them u n t i l  i t  be
came evident th a t  the progress of the 
flames could not be a r re s te d .

"From th a t  moment, the scene beggars a l l  
d e sc r ip t io n .  Suff ice  i t  to say, th a t  num
bers p rec ip i ta ted  themselves from the 
burning mass into the water;  some of them 
with a shriek of d esp a i r ,  and others  s i 
l e n t ly  sank beneath the waves. The small 
boat had by th i s  time put o f f ,  loaded with 
about twenty-five sou ls ,  fo r  the shore, 
where they arrived sa fe ly ,  a f t e r  picking 
up one or two by the way. The w r i t e r  of  
t h i s  was one of the number. Other small 
boats came to th e i r  a s s i s ta n c e ,  which, t o 
gether with the Washington’ s boat,  saved, 
perhaps, a majority  of the persons on 
board.

"There is reason to bel ieve  th a t  as many 
as fo r ty  perished.  I t  is  impossible to 
compute the prec ise  number. Many remained 
on the boat u n t i l  i t  was wrapped in one 
sheet of flame. Of these i t  is  supposed 
tha t  a grea t  port ion perished in the con
f la g ra t io n ;  while o th e rs ,  ha l f  burned , 
p re c ip i ta te d  themselves in to  the watery 
element -  thus su f fe r ing  the double agony 
of death ,  by f i r e  and water .

"Most of  the crew were saved -  the cap
t a in  being among the number, who during 
the awful calamity,  acted with the utmost 
decis ion and in t r e p id i ty .  Indeed, n o 
blame, as fa r  as the w r i te r  has been in 
formed, has been attached to any o f f i c e r  
or hand on the boat. The utmost exer t ion  
was used to run her on the shore,  u n t i l  i t  
became necessary to stop the engine in o r 
der  to l e t  down the small boat ,  which hav
ing been done, the f i r e  had progressed so 
f a r  as to render i t  impossible to again 
s t a r t  the machinery.

"I  w i l l  give a few p a r t i c u l a r s  of  the 
losses  of the passengers;  -  Mr. Shudds is  
the only survivor of his f am i ly .cons is t ing  
of seven. A lady passenger l o s t  th ree  
ch i ld ren ,  a s i s t e r ,  and a mother. Mr. Mi
chael Parker lo s t  his  wife and paren ts ,  
s i s t e r ,  and her ch i ld .  But I w i l l  not f u r 
the r  enumerate the cases of ind iv idual  be
reavement. Truly i t  i s  not in man to know 
'what a day may bring f o r t h . ' "

The news of the d i s a s t e r  was brought to 
Buffalo by the passengers in the steamboat 
North America. The following is  gathered 
from t h e i r  s ta tements:  -

The Washington passed the North America 
while the l a t t e r  lay a t  E r ie ,  in the ea r ly  
par t  of the n igh t ,  and was not again seen 
by those on board the North America, u n t i l  
w ithin about th ree  miles of the c i t y ,  when 
a b r igh t  g la re  of  l ig h t  was discovered by 
the helmsman in the d i r e c t io n  of S i lv e r  
Creek, and the North America was in s t a n t ly  
put about for  the scene of apprehended 
d i s a s t e r .

On nearing the spot ,  about 6 o 'c lo c k ,  
the burning hull  of the la rge  and noble 
boat was found d r i f t i n g  over the waters ,  
th ree  or four miles from shore,  with not a 
l iv in g  human being on board. The lake was 
l i t e r a l l y  covered with ha ts ,  bonnets, 
trunks,  baggage, and blackened fragments 
of the wreck.

The in tense  anxiety of the witnesses of 
th i s  f e a r fu l  scene, fo r  the f a t e  of the 
passengers on board the unfortunate  Wash
ington,  was p a r t i a l l y  re l ieved  by the d i s 
covery of  several  small boats near the
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shore,  in which the survivors  of  the d i s 
a s t e r  has been rescued from d e s t ru c t io n .  
The alarm has been given a t  S i lv e r  Creek, 
as soon as the flames were perceived from 
the shore, and a l l  the boats which could 
be found were sent to the rescue of the 
s u f f e re r s .  There were only three  s k i f f s ,  
besides the yawl of the Washington, which 
could be thus used.

The North America took on board about 
fo r ty  of those saved,many of whom, includ
ing a l l  the la d ie s ,  remained on shore.  
There were s ix  dead bodies picked up, on 
the spot ,  -  those of four chi ldren  and two 
women. One man died of  his in ju r i e s  soon 
a f t e r  reaching the shore,  and one child 
was dead in the mother 's arms when she was 
taken from the water.

The f i r e  caught near the b o i l e r s ,  and 
had made such progress ,  when discovered,  
as to defy a l l  attempts to ex t inguish  i t .  
The helm was i n s ta n t ly  put up, and the 
vessel  headed for  the shore; but,  in a few 
minutes the wheel ropes burnt o f f ,  and the 
boat became an unmanageable wreck. Some 
of the passengers made t h e i r  escape in the 
boats of  the Washington; o thers  jumped 
overboard, and supported themselves on 
spars and r a f t s ,  u n t i l  they were picked up 
by the steamer North America, or by the 
boats which put o f f  from S i lv e r  Creek. The 
number lo s t  cannot be c o r re c t ly  a s c e r t a in 
ed.

Many a f fe c t in g  scenes occurred in th i s  
t e r r i b l e  ca tas t rophe .  An English family, 
co n s is t in g  of  a man, his  wife,  and two 
children,came on board the boat a t  Toledo. 
While the f i r e  was raging,  the man worked 
t i l l  he could stay on board no longer,  
when he and his  wife threw t h e i r  chi ldren  
overboard, and jumped in a f t e r  them. The 
f a th e r  and two ch i ld ren  were drowned, - 
the mother was saved. Several passengers 
went in to  convulsions with t e r r o r ,  a t  the 
o u t s e t ,  and perished in the flames. A 
woman,with a ch i ld  grasped under each arm, 
a l l  dead, was picked up by the North Amer
ican. A newly-married couple, supposed to 
have embarked a t  E r ie ,  jumped overboard in 
each o t h e r ' s  arms, and sank toge ther .

Among those lo s t  there  were IV. Shed, of 
New York; Captain Clemens, of Dudley, 
Mass.; Conrad Shurtz ,  and William Shurtz ,  
with his wife and three  ch i ld ren ,  of New 
York; Mr. Barker’ s family of s ix ,  (but one 
saved). There was a lso a Scotchman on 
board, who lo s t  his mother, s i s t e r  and, 
three  ch i ld ren .

fhe names of 26 people lo s t  in th i s  
d i s a s t e r  were recorded.

One hundred l i f e -p r e s e rv e r s  would prob
ably have saved every soul on board, even 
had they been in the middle of the lake, 
instead of being close in shore. In the 
long run, these would be cheaper than to 
fu rn ish  extra  boats,and i n f i n i t e l y  b e t t e r .  
Let a l i f e -p r e s e r v e r  hang in every ber th ,  
and passengers could close t h e i r  eyes in 
se c u r i ty .  I f  they pleased,  they might 
s leep with them buckled around them. Let 
something be done immediately. I t  is  not 
the passenger’ s duty to provide them. Per 
haps he makes a lake voyage but once in 
his l i f e .  When he pays his fa re ,  he has a 
r ig h t  to expect a safe conveyance. I f  a 
man gets  his arm broken by being over tu rn 
ed in a stage-coach, he comes upon the 
p ro p r ie to r s  for  damages. So i t  should be 
in steamboats. Captains and.owners should 
be held responsib le  for every accident .
No boat should be allowed t  o take 
passengers tha t  is  not secured,  in every 
poss ib le  way, from f i r e  and explosion, and 
the sa fe ty  of passengers secured by pro
viding means of escape.

MARITIME NEWS OF 1855

April 12,— Opening of Navigation—

The first arrival of the season from 
Detroit, was that of the Ruby on the 
evening of Tuesday, the Pearl having 
left Port Huron on the morning of 
that day for the former port. The 
Forester also went down yesterday, 
and as Lake St, Clair is now open, 
and no ice running in the River, we 
may expect the communication to go 
on without further interuption. The 
weather, however, still continues 
remarkably cold and backward, and to 
all appearances spring will be later 
than for many years past. As yet 
there are no signs of vegetation, 
whereby everything looks brown and 
barren.
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We are in te re s ted  in f inding  the o r ig in a l  of the pa in t ing  shown here.  Can 
you help us locate  i t ?  The b r ig an t in e  shown is  the 100 ton JAMES EDWARD. 
She was b u i l t  in 1046 fo r  the t rade between New York and Cuba, and was the 
f i r s t  Ward Line vesse l .

The pa in t ing  has been lo s t  fo r  some time. I t  may have been painted t  o
i l l u s t r a t e  a Ward Line brochure of  about 1900 or somewhat l a t e r .

Any word about the loca t ion  of t h i s  
would be apprecia ted .  $ Editor!

REGISTER YOUR MODELS

A v i s i t o r  a t  the January meeting of  the 
Guild informed us t h a t  th e re  i s  a market 
fo r  models of  top q u a l i ty .  I f  you have a 
good model of  a c l ip p e r  ship and want to 
dispose of  i t  send f u l l  information to the 
E d ito r  o f  Telescope. I t  w i l l  be kept on 
f i l e  and made av a i lab le  to poss ib le  purch
asers  and/or t h e i r  agents .  Such a model i s  
wanted a t  once. Send a good p ic tu re  of  i t  
i f  poss ib le ,  and s t a t e  your p r ic e .

Other types may find buyers,  but r ig h t  
now there  i s  a search being made for  a 
f i r s t  c la s s  c l ip p e r .  Don’ t  keep your l ig h t  
under a bushel.  Guild members are turning 
out some good models, and there  i s  a l im i t  
to how many one can keep a t  home. Only top 
q u a l i ty  i s  sought a t  t h i s  time, but we are 
suggesting th a t  you r e g i s t e r  what you have 
and s t a t e  a d e f i n i t e  p r ic e .  Give f u l l  de 
s c r ip t io n :  sca le ,  ac tua l  length ,  e tc .

or any o ther  pa in t ing  of the vessel

REPORT ON PUBLISHING 

THE KIRBY BOOK

We are happy to rep o r t  t h a t  Gordon P. 
Bugbee*s "Sidewheel Steamers of Lake E r ie ,  
by Frank E. Kirby,"  promises to become a 
very successful  venture in publish ing .

Four months from the time i t  went o n 
sa le ,  we have recovered 50% of  our in v e s t 
ment, and orders  are coming in f a s t e r  a l l
the time. I t  took almost one month to get
p u b l i c i ty  s t a r t e d ,  so i t  might be said
th a t  i t  has been on sa le  only th ree  months 
or a l i t t l e  more, except fo r  sa le s  made in 
the Guild sa le s  booth on the ship during 
the month of  October.

We have had f iv e  favorable  reviews in 
magazines and d a i ly  papers,  and the book 
i s  on the l i s t s  of  two d e a le r s  who mail 
t h e i r  o f fe r in g s  to l i b r a r i e s  and o th e rs .

We have le s s  than 400 copies l e f t  and 
with orders  coming in fo r  anywhere from 
one to ten copies i t  appears t h a t  the 
f i r s t  ed i t io n  w i l l  be exhausted before 
long. We do not plan a second e d i t io n .
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OUT OF THE PAST 
W. 0. Stubig ,  of Sandusky, reminisces

I was in the schooner "A.J .Rogers", a two- 
s t i c k e r  of  about 700 tons,  with r a f f e e  on 
her fore yard, and booms l ik e  telephone 
poles .  When she j ibed  you'd swear th a t  an 
earthquake had s t ruck .  Was she heavy! We 
would take up on the peak, then the th ro a t  
and belay; then the peak and again the 
th ro a t  and belay again,  and so on. To get 
the l a s t  twelve inches th ree  heavy men 
would "swig" on the halyards,  with me t a k 
ing the s lack .

I t  was my f i r s t  t r i p  in a schooner and 
in Escanaba I got the job of pa in t ing  the 
main top-mast which stood about 130 fee t  
above the kee l ,  a nice job for  a beginner.  
They unbent the t o p - s a i l  halyard and bent 
on a b o 's u n 's  cha i r  in a bowline. I can 
see old Bucky Tigh, a r e a l  sailor-man of 
the old order standing atop the masthead, 
about 85 f e e t  up and as much a t  home as a 
sea gu l l  on a f la g  pole.  Ju s t  before they 
s ta r te d  to haul me up to the truck he took 
out a b i t  of  marline and siezed the end of 
the bowline. " I t  a i n ' t  n ec e s sa ry ,B i l ly ,b u t  
i t  w i l l  only take a minute,"he sa id .  Those 
were rea l  s a i l o r s ,  in those days, and the 
"Rogers" was a good ship even i f  she was 
heavy. I t  took two men a t  the wheel in a 
good f a i r  wind, but in sp i t e  of  her heavi
ness she could take the weather.

Then there  was the "N el l ie  Redington," a 
neat schooner whose skipper belonged t  o 
clubs and s o c ie t i e s  in Buffalo.  Ile was a 
married man, and he wanted his  ship to 
look smart when his v*ife brought her club 
members down to look her over when in port 
in Buffalo.

When about ten miles out of Fort  G ra t 
io t  he was picked up by a tug boat for  the 
run tiirougu the r i v e r s .  He ordered a man 
a l o f t  with a bucket of white pa in t  to 
pa in t  the t rucks .  Sain he,"Nothing se ts  a 
ship o f f  l ik e  white t ru c k s ."

The schooner was in the sw if t  waters of 
the narrows when out come the "V-Swain," a 
steam barge,  with her forward deck crowded 
with passengers out for  the a i r .  When the 
two v esse ls  were a b reas t ,  the s a i l o r ,  com
ing down, was blown away from the mast by 
a gust  o f  wind. He swung fa r  ou t ,  00 fe e t  
up, and being a heavy man he came back 
aga ins t  the mast with a bang. The pa in t  
pot ,  a heavy wooden bucket s p i l l e d  i t s  
contents into the a i r .  The a i r  was f u l l

of i t ,  the s a i l o r  was f u l l  of  i t ,  and i t  
f loa ted  down over the "Swain," passengers 
and a l l ,  d i r e c t l y  below. Said the s a i l o r ,  
a f terwards ,  " I  could have s p i t  on them as 
they ran shr iek ing  for  cover. They r e a l ly  
got sprayed."

BOOK CORNER

ABOVE BELOV,: Text and i l l u s t r a t i o n s  by C.
C.Knoblock; Northland P ub l ica t ions ,  DeTour 
Michigan.

A c o l le c t io n  of impressions of persons 
and places in the North Peninsula of Mich
igan. All names are f i c t i t i o u s  but the 
charac te rs  are so rea l  one must assume that 
the author has met j u s t  such people, or he 
has the most remarkable imagination tha t  
has come to l i g h t  in a long time.

The most s t r ik in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of 
the people he portrays i s  pers is tence .  
Even Beer Suds Jo e , the  d i s so lu te  "Town Bum" 
of Big Harbor had a lo t  of i t ,  of so r t s .  
Stumpy, the hermit of  the hardwoods, had a 
lo t  more and towards b e t t e r  ends. Captain 
Jim p e r s i s te d  in ignoring a l l  ru les  and 
regu la t ions  of the J .S .Coast  Guard, to his 
own undoing. Chet Ollson, the conserva
t ion  man, tempered his pers is tence  with a 
lo t  of horse sense tha t  worked wonders 
where regu la t ions  got him nowhere. And 
there  were o thers  in whom the t r a i t  appears 
ir. d i f f e r e n t  forms.

This i s  as i t  should be in a book tha t  
deals  with people who l iv e  in the land 
above below and p i t  t h e i r  s t rength  against  
the wild lands and the b i t t e r  w in ters .  Ile 
who has no pers is tence  w i l l  not survive 
fo r  long, where the odds are so g rea t .

Indian Pete is  a lovable fraud you 
w i l l  not soon fo rge t ,  and the Sain ts  of
Deep Harbor make i t  plan th a t  even i n
th i s  wilderness world one can r e l i e v e  the
monotony of l i f e  i f  they work a t  i t  hard 
enough.

All in a l l  ABOVE BELOW is  crammed f u l l  
of good enter tainment and is  j u s t  one more 
of the kind of books we were asking for  a 
few years ago.when we deplored the lack of 
a Mark Twain of our own in the Lakes coun
t ry .

J.  E. Johnston
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GREAT LAKES SURVEY, 1833 
by B. E. O'Keefe

In the summer of 1033, a coast survey 
of Lake Huron was made by the War Depart
ment under conrnand of a Colonel Anderson. 
An account of th i s  has been preserved in a 
speech given by one of the members, Edwin 
Jerome in 1074 at  a meeting of the Saginaw 
Valley Pioneer Society.

This survey began a few miles above 
Fort G ra t io t .  The party  continued on past 
the "rocky, small caverned cape," Pt.  Aux 
Barques. Here they l e f t  Lake Huron and 
entered the "dangerously rough" seas of 
Saginaw Bay. At th i s  time, according to 
Mr. Jerome, he entered upon one of the 
most dangerous adventures of his l ife ,when 
the expedition made a survey of Charity 
Island.  At the completion of t h e i r  work on 
the is land ,  they l e f t  a small "cur" dog 
belonging to a member of the par ty ,  on the 
is land .  When, upon reaching the mainland, 
they discovered t h e  dog was missing, 
Mr. Jerome and four o ther  men se t  out ,  in 
a yawl to rescue the marooned canine. They 
sa i led  f i f t e e n  miles "propelled by o u r  
muscles applied to o a r s , "  under a c le a r ,  
s t i l l  sky. As soon as they approached the 
is land ,  they could p la in ly  hear the joyfu l  
barking of the dog, who immediately jumped 
into the yawl as soon as i t  drew close 
enough to shore. They turned about at  
once and began the re tu rn  journey. However 
when about e ight  rods from the is land ,  
they met with a sudden Southwesterly gale .  
Twice, they attempted to turn about and 
re tu rn  to the island without success.  On 
the th i rd  t r y ,  the mast cracked in two, 
and the s a i l  dripped water,  "bringing us 
in stays double quick, with an ominous and 
fe a r fu l  sheet of water pouring over the 
s id e ."  By grea t  e f f o r t ,  the s a i l  l i f t e d  
and the boat was r igh ted .  Hats and shoes 
were used for  b a i l in g .  Soon the party  
was able to row back to Chari ty  Island 
where they very thankfu l ly  prepared to 
spend the night.

The following day, Mr. Jerome, his 
fellow adventurers ,  and, presumably, the 
rescued dog, once more went aboard the 
yawl, ra ised  the s a i l  to the s ize  of a 
"farm house window," a n d  quickly sped 
across the Bay to the survey 's  camp a t

Pigeon River ,before  a strong Northwesterly 
wind. Mr. Jerome in his account, said he 
would add his testimony to many o thers  of 
the turbulance of the waves in the Saginaw 
Bay. While on the speedy passage back to 
Pigeon River,  he said he held f a s t  to the 
mast, and "while in the trough of the wave 
nothing but the sky could be seen a t  a 45 
degree angle;on looking back a t  the white 
caps chasing in the r e a r ,  apparently  about 
to engulf me 15 or 20 fe e t  beneath t h e i r  
c r e s t ,  my ha i r  pulled f e a r f u l l y . "

Eventually ,  Mr. Jerome r e l a t e d ,  the 
survey party  camped for  nine days on the 
s i t e  of Cay City,  and took observat ions of 
the sun crossing the meridian to determine 
the l a t i t u d e  and longitude of the Saginaw 
River.  Thus, Mr. Jerome ended his account 
of  one of the e a r l i e s t  government surveys 
of Lake Huron and the Sayinaw Bay.

RE:  SCHOONER "LEXINGTON"

Can any of  our members supply answers to 
any or a l l  of  the following questions?

1. Did the schooner LEXINGTON sink near 
the mouth of the D e t ro i t  River on Novem
ber 19, 1846?

2. Did she have two or th ree  masts?

3. How many l iv e s  were lo s t?

4. What was her cargo?

5. What two por ts  was she s a i l i n g  between 
when wrecked?

6. Was she s a i l in g  or in two a t  the time?

7. What caused her to sink?

8. What was the loca t ion  o f  the accident?

9. Was she or her cargo salvaged?

The E d ito r
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CHARLES T. HARVEY

MThe GreatestWaterway in the 
World” —  the St. Mary's Falls Ship 
Canal, linking Lake Superior to Lake 
Huron —  owes its existence to a 
traveling salesman who came down 
with typhoid fever at Sault Ste. 
Marie, in 18^2.

He was Charles T. Harvey, 23 years 
old, representing the Fairbanks Com
pany of St. Johnsbury, Vermont, man
ufacturers of scales.

During his slow convalescence,Har
vey poked about the bleak outpost 
settlement and studied the tumbling 
river that blocked all navigation 
between the two big lakes. It dawned 
upon him that the digging of a can
al, about a mile long, would avoid 
the roughest water and open up the 
great ore deposits of the north to 
the mills of the East.
Returning to Vermont, he soon had 

his employers as much excited about 
the idea as himself. They, in turn, 
stirred up legislators and other in
fluential people to get help from 
Congress. At first there was rid
icule and opposition. Even the great 
Henry Clay scoffed at the idea as ”a 
project beyont the remotest settle
ment of the United States, if not 
the moon.”

The following year, however, Cong
ress donated to the State of Mich
igan 750,000 acres of land to fin
ance the canal and granted a right 
of way through the military reser
vation. Meanwhile, Harvey had organ
ized the St. Mary's Ship Canal Co. 
and undertood the contract from the 
state.

On June 1 he arrived at the Soo 
with a shipload of supplies and *f00 
men. "We will start digging here and 
now,” he announced. And the first 
wheelbarrow of earth was removed by 
June lf.

There was only about a mile of 
ditch to be dug, but the handicaps 
were appalling. Workers had to be 
enticed from the East, for the few 
hunters and trappers in this back
woods region were not interested in 
ditch digging. Blasting powder had

to be brought from Delaware; thous
ands of tons of wrought iron from 
Pennsylvania; stone from Malden, 
Ontario. Only the most rudimentary 
transportation was available.
Much of the course had to be 

blasted through rock with all the 
drilling done by hand.
Most formidable of all obstacles 

was the long northern winter —  five 
months with days only eight hours 
long and temperatures ranging from 
zero to 35 below. Sleet-laden winds 
slashed down from Lake Superior. 
Blizzards piled snow to the bunk
house roofs. Supplies froze in the 
cook houses. The cooks had to hack 
the meat with axes.

Harvey built huge bonfires where 
the numbed workmen could warm them
selves momentarily between furious 
spells of work. He assigned men to 
watch for the first signs of frost
bite on fellow workers and to give 
crude first-aid with snow rubs. Al
ways, he worked longer and harder 
than anyone else. When most of the 
camp was deep in bone-weary sleep he 
could be seen taking sights for the 
next day's work by the weird glow of 
the Northern Lights.

The second year was worse. There 
were fears of an Indian uprising. 
Workmen grumbled and deserted. Once 
they went on strike. In the spring 
came a cholera epidemic. Victims had 
to be buried furtively at night in 
the forest to keep panic from sweep
ing the camp.

Harvey's driving fury triumphed 
over all obstacles. On April 19, 
1855, he opened the sluice gate that 
let the water of Lake Superior flow 
for the first time through the Soo 
Canal to Lake Huron. On June 18, 
the first ship passed through —  the 
steamer "Illinois" westbound.

On August 17, came the most sig
nificant day of all. On that date 
the brig "Columbia", laden with a 
hundred tons of Marquette ore, pass
ed through the locks on its way to 
the iron-making ports of Lake Erie. 
It began a new era that was to make 
the United States "he greatest Steel 
producing nation of the world.
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Harvey passed on to other projects, 
the most notable being the designing 
and building of the first elevated 
railroad in New York. With the pass
ing of time, his memory has grown 
dim in the state he served so well. 
But the fruits of his pioneering 
grow greater with the years.

The locks he built served until 
1888 when they were supplanted by 
larger ones. These, in turn, were 
augmented by others, including the 
MacArthur Lock opened in July 19^3 
to speed the flow of iron ore for 
war.

Today 85$ of U.S. iron ore; 10$ of 
the copper; and millions of tons of 
grain flow through the Soo Locks. On 
return trips, the ships bring coal 
and other commodities to the north
west.

Although the locks are open only 
eight months of the year, more ton
nage passes through them than thr
ough the Panama and Suez Canals com
bined. The locks are justly regarded 
as "The most important mile in the 
U.S.11 and the St. Mary's River as 
"the greatest waterway in the wor
ld." Charles T. Harvey truly helped 
to build America.

LOG MARKS OF MUSKEGON COUNTY

Movement of th i s  very i n t e r e s t in g  l i t t l e  
booklet i s  j u s t  g e t t in g  underway. We have 
pr inted only 275, each one numbered. Costs 
ran high, due to the amount of  hand work 
on the 180 or  so i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  but we are 
sure of i t s  success,  even a t  what might 
appear to be a high p r i c e . . .$1 .21  post 
paid in the United S t a t e s .  About 18 of 
the i l l u s t r a t i o n s  have been reproduced in 
co lor ,  enlarged and are displayed in the 
maritime exh ib i t s  a t  the D e t ro i t  H i s to r i 
cal Museum, Woodward a t  W. Kirby. Logging 
was one form of water t r a n sp o r ta t io n  in 
the Great Lakes region and as such i s  en
t i t l e d  to a place in maritime h is to ry .

MARITIME NEWS OF 1855 
(Continued from page 5 )

May 2 b , New Mail Arrangements—

"Commencing with Monday last the 
21st inst., we learn that an arr
angement has been entered into be
tween the P.O. authorities, and Cap
tain Eberts of the Steamer Canadian, 
tor the transmission of a Mail be
tween Windsor and Goderich, and vice 
versa, twice weekly, and of course, 
exchanging mails at the intermediate 
points on the route, where the Cana
dian generally touches— these Diaces 
being Baby's Point, Moore and Sarnia 
on the Canada side, and from which 
places mails will be sent to points 
contiguous on the American shore. 
Letters may also be mailed on board 
of the steamer for any of the places 
above mentioned, which will be re
ceived by the several postmasters 
and routed accordingly. The arrange
ment will be a great convenience 
during the season of navigation, 
letters or papers for Goderich and 
its neighbourhood having hitherto 
been sent by the circuitous route of 
London, and those for Windsor by 
Chatham, in which instances a great 
delay has occurred. Even letters for 
Detroit, or any parts of the Western 
States will be forwarded with much 
greater celerity than under for for
mer system of mailing then at Port 
Huron, and thence by river or land 
as the case may be. Our neighbours 
over the way take credit to them
selves for being a fast peoDle; how 
fast, in some things, may be judged 
from the fact, that it usually takes 
five or six days for a newsnaper to 
find its way from St. Clair, 12 
miles down the river, to this placej 
Compared with this rate of speed, we 
expect that under this new arrange
ment it will be somewhat more tele
graphic and that Captain Eberts will 
teach our meighbours a lesson in 
mail carrying, which they please 
will copy.

May 2 b , Steamer Canadian—

We learn that the trips of the Can
adian will in future be limited to 
the route between Windsor and Goder
ich, making two trips weekly.
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MARINE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF DETROIT 
The Story of  I t s  Founding

Because there  has a r i sen  some doubt and 
misunderstanding about the ea r ly  h is to ry  
of  our Socie ty ,  the Founder, Mr. Roy M. 
Bates,  has been asked to r e l a t e  the events 
which brought the o rgan iza t ion  in to being. 
The following account has been prepared by 
him with the approval of  the co-founders,  
Mr.Robert H.Larson and Mr.John M. O'Brien.

Early in 1943, Mr. Bates v i s i t e d  the De
t r o i t  H is to r ic a l  Museum in the Barlum Tow
er  in C ad il lac  Square, D e t ro i t ,  and made 
the acquaintance o f  the Curator  o f  the Mu
seum, Mr. Robert H. Larson. Having common 
i n t e r e s t s  and f r ie n d sh ip ,  they discussed 
the p o s s i b i l i t y  of g e t t in g  together  a 
group of people in te re s te d  in Lake Ship
ping, to meet occas iona l ly  a t  the Museum 
or  elsewhere,  and t a lk  boats ,  look a t  
photos and even tual ly  work out a program 
of  meetings along marine l i n e s .  At the 
same time a Museum Committee on Shipping 
was being appointed to design models and 
to plan an annual Museum Shipping Exhib i t .  
Among the members of  t h i s  committee were 
Mr.William A.McDonald and Mr.John O'Brien, 
both of  whom Mr. Bates contacted and both 
o f  whom were e n th u s ia s t i c  backers of  the 
idea of a ship lo v e rs '  o rgan iza t ion .  
Mr.O'Brien saw Mr. Bates f requen t ly  th e re 
a f t e r ,  and i t  was h is  enthusiasm and in -  
s i s ta n c e  th a t  did much to bring the plans 
to a head. So Messrs. Larson, O'Brien and 
Bates began work in ea rnes t  to organize 
what i s  p resen t ly  the Marine H is to r ic a l  
Socie ty  o f  D e t r o i t .  Mr. Larson persuaded 
Mr. George W. Stark  o f  the D e t ro i t  News to 
mention the proposal and announce t h e  
f i r s t  meeting da te ,  Ju ly  13, in h is  "Town 
Talk" column in the News on July  9, 1944.

On th a t  eventfu l  evening, high in the 
Barlum Tower,the following persons appear
ed: Bates,  Larson, McDonald, Norbert Neff
O'Brien, Kenneth E. Smith, Captain W. J .  
Taylor and A la s ta i r  Weir. Bates ca l led
the meeting to order and b r i e f l y  announced 
what was intended to be done, and then 
turned the meeting over to O'Brien as sec 
r e t a ry .  A committee on C ons t i tu t ion  and 
By-Laws was appointed, comprising Bates,  
McDonald and Neff. This group completed 
jrts work a t  a l a t e r  meeting a t  the old Bob 
Lo Club a t  the foo t  of  Woodward Avenue.

The next meeting of  the o rganiza t ion  was 
held on July  27, with Captain William J .  
Taylor as the f i r s t  speaker to appear on 
our program. His subject  was "The L igh t 
house S e rv ice ."  At th i s  meeting too, the 
organ iza t ion  was o f f i c i a l l y  named t h e  
"Marine H is to r ica l  Society of D e t r o i t . "

At the August 31 meeting, the Const i tu 
t ion  and By-Laws were discussed and adopt
ed, and the char te r  membership closed with 
the addi t ion  of  the following names: Miss
Louisa B u t le r ,  Rev. Edward J .  Dowling,
S. J . ,  Gerald Holland, John G. Ivers ,  Low
e l l  Johnson and Thomas Weber, making a 
t o t a l  of  fourteen c h a r te r  members.

On September 28, another meeting was 
held and Mr. Smith led a b r i e f  discussion 
on the h i s to ry  and ships of  the White S ta r  
Line. Permanent o f f i c e r s  were then e l e c t 
ed, as follows: P re s id en t ,  Kenneth E.
Smith; Vice P res iden t ,  Boy M. Bates; Sec
r e t a ry ,  John M. O'Brien; Treasurer ,  R. H. 
Larson.

Thus, the organiza t ion  brought into be
ing by a Swede (Larson), an Irishman 
(O'Brien) and a Hoosier (Bates) was on i t s  
way. That which has happened since i s  a 
matter  o f  s e c r e t a r i a l  record.

Roy M. Bates 
Fort  V.'ayne, Indiana 
June 3, 1955



The most thorough s tu dy  o f  G re a t Lakes s id e  wheel 

ste am er s made in th e  p a s t  one hundred y e a r s .

$1. 50

IF YOU KNOW Tl£ UPPER PENINSUALR OF MICHIGAN AND TIE PEOPLE MIC LIVE HERE YOU 

MILL CATCH YOURSELF THINKING "I HAVE BEEN 10 THAT VERY PLACE", OB "I FEEL HUT 

I KNOM HE FELLOM", MIEN YOU BEAD C.G.KNOBLOCK'S "ABOVE BELOM". DEEP HARBOR, 

BIG ISLAND, AND ALL HE OHER PLACES MENTIONED IMPRESS YOU AS BEING TOO REAL 

TO BE FICTIONAL, JUST AS ARE ALL HE CHARACTERS, YET HUT IS MIUT HEY ARE, AK) 

IT IS VERY GOOD FICTION.

ALSO COMING SOON

T his  b oo k le t c o n ta i n s  a most i n t e r e s t i n g  a cc ount of how saw l o g s , 

d u r in g  th e  boom days of lumbering , were marked by t h e i r  owners w ith  

d i s t i n c t i v e  b ran ds,  monograms o r  d e s ig n s ,  t o  e nab le  them to  be 

s e p a r a t e d  acco rd in g  to owners a t  the end o f  a log  d r i v e .  N ea rl y  

200 o f  th e se  d i s t i n c t i v e  marks a re  inc lu d ed  in  t h i s  most i n t e r e s t i n g  

s tu dy  o f  a long  f o r g o t t e n  p r a c t i c e .

PRICE ( 1 . 1 5

( t e l e s c o p e

B elle Isle Detroit,Michgan I B11875U


