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TELESCOPE

The  TELESCOPE m a g a z i n e  i s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  G rea t  Lakes M a r i t i m e  
I n s t i t u t e .  I t  was  f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  i n  
1 9 5 2  a s  a s h e e t  o f  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  a n d  
m e e t i n g  n o t i c e s .  T o d a y  i t  i s  a f u l l -  
s i z e  m o n t h l y  m a g a z i n e ,  v a l u e d  by  mem
b e r s  and  n o n - m em b er s  a l i k e  as  a s o u r c e  
o f  G r e a t  L a k e s  d a t a .  The  TELESCOPE 
i n c l u d e s  a r t i c l e s  oT i n t e r e s t  t o  a l m o s t  
e v e r y o n e ,  i n c l u d i n g  s u c h  s u b j e c t s  a s  
h i s t o r y ,  s a l v a g e ,  c u r r e n t  news ,  and mode l  
s h i p b u i l d i n g .  T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  m o n t h l y  
f e a t u r e s ,  c u r r e n t  news s e c t i o n ,  v e s s e l  
l i s t  o f  a G r e a t  Lakes f l e e t ,  and a b l u e 
p r i n t  o f  a G re at  Lakes  s h i p . S u b s c r i p t i o n  
t o  TELESCOPE i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  th e  member
s h i p  f e e .
T he  e d i t o r s  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  a r t i c l e s  o f  
G r e a t  L a k e s  or  g e n e r a l  m a r in e  i n t e r e s t  
f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  TELESCOPE. S u c h  
m a t e r i a l  n e e d  n o t  be  e x p e r t l y  w r i t t e n ,  
b u t  m u s t  be  o f  a n a t u r e  s u i t e d  t o  t h e  
p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n .  A d d r e s s  
a n y  s u c h  m a t e r i a l  to :

The E d i t o r s ,  TELESCOPE 
G r e a t  Lakes  Mar i t ime  I n s t i t u t e  
D o s s i n  G r e a t  Lakes Museum 
B e l l e  I s l e .  D e t r o i t  7 .  Mich.

LO. 7 - 7 4 4 1

A d d r e s s  a l l  o t h e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  t o  t h e  
C o o r d i n a t i n g  D i r e c t o r .
The e d i t o r s  w i l l  assume  no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  s t a t e m e n t s  made by  t h e  a u t h o r s .
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T a le  of the

TURNCOAT TUGBOAT

By R ic h a rd  J .  W r ig h t

W ith  th e  em phas is  on t h e  C i v i l  War C e n t e n n ia l  c e l e b r a t i o n s  t o 
d ay ,  one does  n o t  have t o  lo o k  f a r  f o r  some c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  th e  
G re a t  L a k e s .  One l i t t l e - k n o w n  s t o r y  i s  t h a t  o f  th e  Lake E r i e  
" t u r n c o a t  t u g b o a t , "  UNCLE BEN. F o r  t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  h e r  
l i f e ,  she l e d  a  no rm al e x i s t e n c e  engaged  i n  ta w in g  i n  and  a round  
B u f f a l o ,  N.Y. She h ad  b e e n  b u i l t  a t  B u f f a lo  i n  1856 by B id w e l l  and 
B a n ta ,  f o r  Jaco b  W. B a n ta ,  B enjam in  and V in c e n t  B id w e l l ,  and S id n ey  
S h e p a r d , a l l  o f  B u f f a lo  (Perm anen t E n ro l lm e n t  # 1 9 9 ,  B u f f a l o ,  O ctober 
14 ,  1 8 5 6 ) .  She was r e g i s t e r e d  a s  b e in g  95 f e e t  l o n g ,  20 f e e t  5
in c h e s  w id e ,  had  a  d e p th  o f  9 f e e t ,  and was 155 31/ 95t h s  t o n s .  
UNCLE BEN was s u b s e q u e n t l y  ovmed by  H arvey  M. and L eander W. Mixer 
o f  B u f f a lo  (Perm anent E n ro l lm e n t  # 2 0 ,  B u f f a l o ,  March 2 7 ,  1 3 5 7 ) ;
H a r r i s o n  B. and L e an d er  W. M ixer o f  B u f f a lo  (Perm anent E n ro l lm e n t  
#144# B u f f a l o ,  S ep tem ber  1 4 ,  1 8 5 7 ) ;  and D avid R. M orse , Henry E . 
P e r i n e , a n d  M o rr is  H aza rd ,  a l l  o f  B u f f a lo  (P erm anen t E n ro l lm e n t  # 6 1 ,  
B u f f a l o ,  J u l y  13 ,  1 8 5 9 ) .

at■

Dn December 3 1 ,  1 359 , th e  B u f f a lo  tu g b o a t  was s o l d  t o  Andrew F . 
V igg ins  and H enry W .Johnson o f  New York ( Perm anent E n ro l lm e n t  # 1 1 5 ,  
i s s u e d  a t  New Y o rk ) .  On J a n u a ry  9 ,  1861 , th e  s te a m e r  STAR OF THE 
VEST was d r i v e n  o u t  o f  C h a r l e s t o n ,  S o u th  C a r o l i n a ,  by g u n f i r e  w h i le  
a t t e m p t i n g  t o  b r i n g  s u p p l i e s  to  F o r t  S u m te r .  On A p r i l  1 2 » , *
F o r t  Sum ter was bombarded by  C o n fe d e ra te  sho re  b a t t e r i e s  and  was 
f o r c e d  t o  s u r r e n d e r .  I n  th e  i n t e r i m ,  a s  th e  f o r t  was r u n n in g  s h o r
o f  s u p p l i e s ,  a  p l a n  was d e v i s e d  t o  r e l i e v e  th e  b e s ie g e d  g a r r i s o n
by c a r r y i n g  s u p p l i e s  i n  u n d e r  C o n fe d e ra te  g p n s .  A c c o rd in g ly ,
U nion f r i g a t e s  POWHATTAN, PAWNEE, and P0C0H0NTAS, th e  re v e n u e  
c u t t e r  HARRIET LANE, and s te a m e r  BALTIC, and t h r e e  t u g s ,  th e  FREE
BORN, YANKEE,and UNCLE BEN, s e t  o u t  from  New Y ork on A p r i l  b ,  l o b l .
The tu g s  had  b e e n  c h a r t e r e d  a t  e x o r b i t a n t  r a t e s  th ro u g h  th e  i n 
s u ra n c e  b r o k e r s  Jo h n so n  and  H ig g in s  o f  New York and t n e i r  a g e n t ,  
R u s s e l l  S t u r g i s .  The UNCLE BEN was u n d e r  th e  command o f  C a p ta in



4 Telescope

W. H. D a re .  The tu g s  w ere t o  be u s e d  t o  c a r r y  s u p p l i e s  th ro u g h  
s h a l lo w  w a te r  from th e  s te a m e rs  t o  th e  f o r t .

The f l o t i l l a  e n c o u n te r e d  ro u g h  w e a th e r  a s  t h e y  moved s o u t h ,  and 
on A p r i l  2 0 ,  th e  UNCLE BEN was f o r c e d  t o  p u t  i n t o  W ilm in g to n ,  N orth  
C a r o l i n a ,  b eca u se  o f  a s h o r ta g e  o f  f u e l .  T ha t  a f t e r n o o n ,  she was 
s e i z e d  by  S o u th e rn  s y m p a th iz e r s ,  and  h e r  c rew  was im p r is o n e d  f o r  
t h e i r  own w e l l - b e i n g  by th e  Cape P e a r  P ly i n g  A r t i l l e r y .  A f te r  
e l e v e n  days im p r iso n m e n t ,  and th r o u g h  th e  i n t e r p o s i t i o n  o f  p e r s o n s  
no l e s s  t h a n  P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War S te w a rd ,  and S e c 
r e t a r y  o f  Navy W e l le s ,  the  crew was r e l e a s e d  and  t a k e n  to  New York 
by th e  ALBA. The s u b s e q u e n t  e x p e d i t i o n  to  r e l i e v e  P o r t  Sum ter was 
a d is m a l  f a i l u r e .

On A ugust 6 ,  1861 , C a p ta in  J .  W. L i v i n g s t o n ,  commander o f  th e
U .S .S .  PENGUIN o f  th e  A t l a n t i c  B lo c k a d in g  S q u a d ro n ,  d i s c o v e r e d  f o u r  
n e g ro e s  i n  an  open  b o a t  o f f  W ilm in g to n .  A f t e r  t a k i n g  them  on  b o a rd ,  
he was in fo rm ed  o f  a  p l o t  by  C a p ta in  P r i c e  o f  t h e  tu g  UNCLE BEN 
w hich  was to  be armed by  th e  C o n f e d e r a t e s ,  a lo n g  w i t h  th e  s tea m er  
NORTH CAROLINA, t o  c a p t u r e  th e  PENGUIN. The tu g  was armed w i t h  one 
gun , b u t  t h e  a b o r t i v e  p l o t  was n e v e r  i n i t i a t e d .  I n s t e a d ,  th e  UNCLE 
BEN was u s e d  t o  p a t r o l  W ilm ing ton  H a rb o r .

We n e x t  h e a r  o f  th e  t u g  i n  a  r e p o r t  sx ibm itted  by A c t in g  R e a r-  
A dm ira l Samuel L ee, r e g a r d i n g  th e  b lo c k a d e - r u n n e r  KATE on Septem ber 
17 , 1862, i n  w h ich  he m e n t io n e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere  two i r o n - c l a d s
b u i l d i n g  a t  W ilm in g to n ,  w i t h  o n ly  one s tea m  e n g i n e ,  t h a t  o f  th e  
UNCLE BEN, b e in g  a v a i l a b l e .  I t  was f i n a l l y  i n s t a l l e d  i n  C .S .S .  
NCftTH CAROLINA, w h ic h  was l o s t  a t  W ilm in g to n  i n  1861}.

On O c tober  25 , 1 8 6 2 ,a l e t t e r  o f  marque was i s s u e d  by  J . B .  B en jam in , 
S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  C o n fe d e ra te  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica ,  t o  Thomas B. 
Power o f  T e x as ,  Amos P. C h am b er la in  o f  New O r l e a n s ,  and John D. 
Freeman o f  J a c k s o n ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  a s  ow ners o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  
p r i v a t e e r  RETRIBUTION, th e n  b e in g  f i t t e d  o u t  a t  W ilm in g to n .  T h is  
group o f  men had o r i g i n a l l y  p la n n e d  t o  send t o  s e a  a  sq u a d ro n  o f  
p r i v a t e e r s ,  t h e  s te a m e r s  PELICAN, MOCKING BIRD, DOVE, BONITA, and 
th e  sc h o o n e r  RETRIBUTION, o f  a b o u t  150 t o n s .

enough , th e  s ch o o n e r  was th e  f o rm e r  B u f f a lo  t u g b o a t ,  UNCLE 
BENI She s e t  s a i l  f o r  C h a r l e s to n  on  November 2i+, 1862 , s a f e l y

S-. b lo c k a d e  a lo n g  w i th  th e  P0CATALIG0. She a r r i v e d  s a f e l y  
a t  C h a r l e s t o n ,  where she lo a d e d  a c a rg o  o f  c o t t o n  and t u r p e n t i n e .  
She c l e a r e d  p o r t  bound f o r  S t .  Thomas, D a n ish  W est I n d i e s ,  a r r i v i n g  
t h e r e  on December 7 ,1 8 6 2 ,  u n d e r  th e  command o f  C a p ta in  Jo h n  P a r k e r .

RETRIBUTION was d e s c r i b e d  by Commander Edward T. N i c h o l s ,  canmand- 
I n g jfth e  U .S .S .  ALABAMA,stationsd a t  S t .T h o m a s ,  on J a n u a ry  l i i ,  1863, 
a s ,_ SS a s  a s c h o o n e r ,  w i t h  s h o r t  lo w e r  m a s t s ,  v e ry  s q u a re  low er  
s a i l s ,  and u n u s u a l l y  l a r g e  g a f f - t o p s a i l s ;  h e r  f o r e  s t a y s a i l  comes 
down t o  th e  s tem . She has  a ro u n d e d  s te a m b o a t  bow, w i th o u t  c u t -  

t  r ?u n d > o v e rh a n g in g  s t e r n ,  and  c a r r i e s  a  w a i s t  b o a t ,  
he I s  s a i d  to  be armed w i t h  t h r e e  9 -p o u n d e r  r i f l e s ,  and  i s  v e ry

-t-hf v ^ a s  Pa ^n te d  b l a c k ,  b u t  i t  was e a s y  t o  s p o t  where
th e  h o le  l e f t  by th e  s h a f t  had  b e e n  b o a rd e d  o v e r .

Upon a r r i v i n g  a t  S t .  Thomas, C a p ta in  P a rk e r  im m e d ia te lv  s o ld  h is  
v ^ g ° £ 4- p u rc h a s e d  th e  s m a l l  D a n ish  s c h o o n e r  DIXIE,*' w h ich  was 

I  A1* w ar  m a t e r i a l s  w ere  im m e d ia te ly  t r a n s f e r r e d .
^  n l t e d  S t a t e s * c o n s u l ,  John  T. E d g a r ,  was much 

d i s t u r b e d  by t h i s  f l a g r a n t  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  n e u t r a l i t y  an d  lo d g e d  a
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p r o t e s t  w i th  G overnor W.L. B i r c h .  B efo re  th e  p r o t e s t  c o u ld  be a c t e d  
u p o n , on t h e  n i g h t  o f  December 15 ,  1862 , th e  DIXIE s l i p p e d  h e r
an c h o r  c a b le  and s e t  s a i l ,  w i th o u t  f i r s t  b o th e r in g  t o  o b t a i n  c l e a r 
ance p a p e r s .  The f o r t  f i r e d  a few s h o ts  a t  h e r ,  b u t  she was n o t  
s t r u c k .  The f o l l o w i n g  day an e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e  RETRIBUTION by 
D an ish  a u t h o r i t i e s  fou n d  t h a t  v e s s e l  t o  be i n  good o r d e r .

E a r l y  on th e  m orn ing  o f  December 18 ,  1862 , th e  C o n fe d e ra te  v e s 
s e l  l e f t  S t .  Thomas, a f t e r  f i r s t  in d u c in g  some tw e lv e  o r  f i f t e e n  
men from A m erican m e rc h a n t  v e s s e l s  th e n  i n  p o r t  to  j o i n  h e r .  Ac
c o r d i n g l y ,  th e  two v e s s e l s  r e n d e z v o u se d  a t  th e  i s l a n d  o f  B l a n q u i l l o ,  
where arms and am m unition  w ere  r e t r a n s f e r r e d .  The DI)CIE t h e n  l e f t  
f o r  T u r k s ’ I s l a n d ,  lo a d e d  a  c a rg o  o f  s a l t , a n d  r a n  th e  b lo c k a d e  to a 
S o u th e rn  p o r t .T h e  RETRIBUTION was now armed w i th  a 20 -pounder  r i f l e  
and two sm oothbore  1 2 -p o u n d e r s .  She a l s o  r e f i t t e d  h e r  r i g g i n g  and 
made r e a d y  f o r  h e r  r o l e  a s  a p r i v a t e e r .

On J a n u a ry  3# 1863 ,  s^e a p p e a re d  o f f  S t .  Thomas, and ch a se d  b ack
i n t o  p o r t  th e  American b r i g  GILMORE MEREDITH o f  B a l t im o r e ,  and th e  
s ch o o n e r  WESTWARD o f  B angor ,  M aine. Many American v e s s e l s  i n  S t .  
Thomas s t a y e d  t h e r e ,  a f r a i d  t o  s a i l  f o r  f e a r  of b 9 ing  c a p t u r e d .

The RETRIBUTION th e n  s a i l e d  n o r t h ,  and on J a n u a ry  10 ,  1363, s u c 
ceed ed  i n  c a p t u r i n g  h e r  f i r s t  p r i z e , t h e  American b r i g  J . P .  ELLICOTT 
o f  B u c k s p o r t ,  M aine , bound f ro m  B oston  f o r  C ie n fu e g o s .  A p r i z e  crew 
o f  f i v e  seamen and two o f f i c e r s  w ere p u t  on b o a rd  w i t h  o r d e r s  to  
re m a in  c l o s e - b y  o v e r n i g h t .  The n e x t  m orn in g ,  th e  p r i v a t e e r  n o t  
b e in g  i n  s i g h t ,  th e  p r i z e  crew  overcame th e  o f f i c e r s ,  G i l b e r t  Hay 
and Thomas G i l b e r t  ( th e  ELLICOTT's c re w , w i th  t h e  e x c e p t io n  o f  h e r  
c a p t a i n ' 3 w i f e , h a v i n g  b een  ta k e n  to th e  p r i v a t e e r  th e  n ig h t  b e f o r e ) ,  
th e  v e s s e l  was b r o u g h t  a b o u t  and headed  f o r  New Y ork . The two 
o f f i c e r s  w ere p u t  i n  i r o n s .  Bad w e a th e r  and the  le a k y  c o n d i t i o n  o f  
th e  b r i g  f o r c e d  th e  l e a d e r s  o f  th e  c o n s p i r a c y ,  Thomas Coin  and John 
W ilso n ,  t o  t u r n  b a c k  and  p u t  i n t o  S t .  Thomas, w here  th e  o f f e n d e r s  
w ere ta k e n  i n t o  c u s to d y  by o f f i c e r s  from  th e  U .S .S .  ALABAMA. Coin 
and W i ls o n ,  who had d e s e r t e d  from  an A m erican v e s s e l  I n  S t ,  Thomas, 
who had  r e c e i v e d  t w e n t y - f i v e  d o l l a r s  i n  a d v a n c e ,  and a p ro m ise  o f  
f i f t y  d o l l a r s  more s h o u ld  t h e y  have b een  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  ru n n in g  th e  
b lo c k a d e ,  r e q u e s t e d  c lem en c y ,  w hich  was g r a n t e d .  Hay had been  cap 
t u r e d  once b e f o r e ,  w h i le  commanding th e  p r i v a t e e r  BEAUREGARD, and  
G i l b e r t  had  d e s e r t e d  from  th e  b r i g  MEREDITH, o f  w hich  he had  been  
second  m a te .  G i l b e r t  was to  have r e c e i v e d  tw e n t y - f i v e  d o l l a r s  p e r  
month and two s h a r e s  i n  p r i z e s .  The RETRIBUTION la n d e d  th e  crew o f  
th e  ELLICOTT a t  D om in ica ,  n e a r  th e  end  o f  J a n u a r y ,  and th e y  were 
l a t e r  t r a n s p o r t e d  b a c k  to  t h e i r  v e s s e l .

The U .S .S .  ALABAMA was s e n t  i n  p u r s u i t  and n a r ro w ly  m is se d  c a t c h 
in g  h e r  q u a r r y  a t  B l a n q u i l l o  on th e  m orn ing  o f  J a n u a r y  2)j., l363oThe 
w a r s h ip  l e a r n e d  t h a t  the  n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  t h e  p r i v a t e e r  had ap p e a re d  
o f f  th e  i s l a n d ,  b u t  h ad  b een  u n a b le  to  r e a c h  a s u i t a b l e  an ch o ra g e  
due t o  s t r o n g  c u r r e n t s  and l i g h t  w in d s .  I t  m ig h t  a l s o  be added t h a t  
th e  s e a r c h  was i n t e n s i f i e d  as  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  r a i d e r  290 , o r  C .S .S .  
ALABAMA, was th o u g h t  t o  be i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .

On J a n u a ry  31> 1863 , th e  RETRIBUTION to o k  h e r  second  p r i z e ,  th e
s c h o o n e r  HANOVER o f  B o s to n .T h e  c a p t u r e d  v e s s e l  was ta k e n  t o  F o r tu n e  
I s l a n d ,  w here she  was r u n  a s h o re  and lo a d e d  w i t h  s a l t .  Her c a r g o ,  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  boxes o f  f i s h ,  were I n  p a r t  ta k e n  by the c a p t o r ,  and 
In  p a r t  g iv e n  t o  th e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  th e  i s l a n d .  The HANOVER u n d e r  
John  T. Gordon was th e n  s e n t  t o  W ilm in g to n ,  N o r th  C a r o l i n a .  She was 
ru n  ag ro u n d  n e a r  t h e r e ,  u n d e r  th e  guns o f  F o r t  F i s h e r , w h i l e  e l u d in g
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th e  b lo c k a d e  sq u ad ro n  on F e b ru a ry  2 0 ,  1863 .  The f o l l o w i n g  day a
g a l e  sp ran g  u p ,  damaging h e r  h u l l  and  d e s t r o y i n g  h e r  c a rg o  o f  s a l t .  
The f i n a l  f i g u r e  a r r i v e d  a t  by  a p r i z e  c o u r t  h e l d  a t  W ilm in g to n  on 
F e b ru a ry  26 ,  1863, showed a  p r o f i t  o f  $^71» t o  b e  s p l i t  i n t o  s i x t y -  
two s h a r e s .  The p r o f i t  came from the  s a l s  o f  e q u ip m e n t ,  h u l l ,  and 
r i g g i n g .  Gordon l a t e r  a p p l i e d  f o r  a  l e t t e r  o f  m arque f o r  th e  
sc h o o n e r  PAUL JONES.

The RETRIBUTION to o k  h e r  t h i r d  and  f i n a l  p r i z e ,  t h e  b r i g  EMILY 
FISHER, on F e b ru a ry  1 9 ,  1863 . A f t e r  t h i s ,  t h e  h u l l  o f  th e  tu g -
s c h o o n e r - p r i v a t e e r  began  to  show s ig n s  o f  s t r a i n ,  and she p u t  i n t o  
N assau ,  B r i t i s h  West I n d i e s ,  w here she was condemned a s  b e in g  un 
s e a w o r th y .  She was s o ld  a t  p u b l i c  a u c t i o n ,  June 2 2 ,  1 8 6 3 ,  f o r
$760 , t o  Bryon Bode and G ustave R enouard  (G. R enouard  & C o . ) ,  o f  
N a ssa u .  The fo rm er  owner was l i s t e d  as  Thomas S t e a d ,  a  B r i t i s h  
s u b j e c t ,  who sounds  s u s p i c i o u s l y  l i k e  e i t h e r  P a rk e r  o r  Thomas 
Powers o f  T e x as .  A f t e r  th e  r e q u i r e d  r e p a i r s  w ere  m ade, th e  c o s t  o f  
th e  v e s s e l  t o  h e r  new owners amounted t o  a b o u t  I4. I6 pounds s t e r l i n g  
($2 , 0 0 0 ).

But w h a t abou t C a p ta in  P a rk e r?  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  h i s  r e a l  name 
was Vernon G, L ocke , a s u b j e c t  o f  G re a t  B r i t a i n ,  who h ad  assumed 
th e  name P a rk e r  t o  g e t  a round  n e u t r a l i t y  l a w s .  He no  lo n g e r  was 
p r o t e c t e d  by C o n fe d e ra te  law , and had  no r i g h t  to c a r r y  on w ar .  
N o n e th e l e s s ,  he l e f t  f o r  S t .  John,New B ru n sw ick ,  w here  he o r g a n iz e d  
a p l o t  t o  ta k e  o v e r  an A m erican s te a m e r  o p e r a t i n g  i n  C anad ian  
w a t e r s .  On December 5 ,  1863, h i s  p a r t y  b o a rd e d  th e  s te a m e r  CHESA
PEAKE i n  New York bound f o r  P o r t l a n d ,  M aine . When a b o u t  tw e n ty  
m i le s  n o r t h e a s t  o f  Cape Cod, th e  C o n f e d e r a te s  to o k  o v e r  t h e  v e s s e l ,  
k i l l i n g  one crewman and wounding a n o t h e r .  The v e s s e l  p u t  I n t o  th e  
Bay o f  Fundy the  n e x t  d ay ,  where Locke ( a l i a s  P a r k e r ) ,  who had  r e 
m ained  b e h in d  to  a r r a n g e  f o r  r e f u e l i n g ,  came a b o a rd  and assum ed 
command. The n e x t  m o rn in g ,  December 9 ,  1863 , th e  U .S .S .  ELLA and 
ANNIE s team ed  s t r a i g h t  tow ard  th e  r e b e l - h e l d  v e s s e l ,  and i n  so 
d o in g ,  in v a d e d  n e u t r a l  w a t e r s .  The C o n f e d e r a te s  im m e d ia te ly  aban 
doned th e  CHESAPEAKE and e s c a p e d  a s h o r e .  Locke s u r r e n d e r e d  him
s e l f  t o  the  s y m p a th e t i c  P r o v i n c i a l  Government o f  Nova S c o t i a ,  and 
i t  i s  assumed t h a t  he was a f t e r w a r d s  r e l e a s e d .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  
to  n o te  t h a t  h i s  c o r r e c t  name a p p e a r s  i n  th e  A d m ira l ty  C o u r t  r e 
c o rd s  f o r  t h e  s e t t l i n g  o f  s h a r e s  o f  th e  p r i z e  HANOVER.

But back  to  the RETRIBUTION. She was lo a d e d  w i t h  a  c a rg o  o f  p i n e -  
a p p le s  ( s i c . )  and p u t  i n t o  Newark, New J e r s e y ,  w here she  was s e i z e d  
by F e d e r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  b e c a u se  o f  h e r  p a s t  r e c o r d .  The L i b e l  o f  
I n f o r m a t io n  was f i l e d  t h e r e  on Septem ber 5 ,  1863 . By t h i s  t im e ,
th e  v e s s e l  had b e e n  renam ed ETTA. The f i n a l  d e c re e  was e n t e r e d  on 
O c to b e r  7 ,  1861|, t o  whom i t  i s  unknown, f o r  $900 .

Here th e  a u th o r  r a n  i n t o  a  s to n e  w a l l  i n  h i s  r e s e a r c h *  However, 
a s c h o o n e r  ETTA was c a p t u r e d  by a b o a r d in g  p a r t y  from  t h e  U .S .S* 
SAGAMORE o f f  Cedar K e y s ,F l o r i d a ,  on M arch 23,1861^., w h i le  a t t e m p t in g  
to  r u n  th e  b lo c k a d e .  She was b u rn e d  and two crewmen, b o th  c la im in g  
to  be B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t s ,  were s e n t  t o  Key W e s t .  W hether t h i s  was 
th e  same v e s s e l ,  n o t i n g  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  d a t e s  o f  th e  l a s t  b i l l  o f  
s a l e  and  to e  l o s s  o f  th e  ab o v e -m en tio n ed  v e s s e l ,  i s  unknown.

And so th e  t a l e  o f  th e  " t u r n c o a t  t u g b o a t , "  UNCLE BEN-RETRIBUTION- 
ETTA, comes to  an u n c e r t a i n  e n d .  Who w ou ld  have  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a 
lo w ly ,  common Lake E r i e  tu g b o a t  c o u ld  have l e d  su c h  an a d v en tu ro u s  
l i v e l i h o o d ,  encom pass ing  so many v a r i e d  av en u es  o f  e x c i t e m e n t  and 
h i s t o r y ?  B u t,  i t  i s  a l l  a m a t t e r  o f  r e c o r d .
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December 2 8 ,  1961 
2lil|lj.l Pembroke 
D e t r o i t  19 ,  M ich ig an

C a p t .  W i l l i a m  J .  C ow les ,  P r e s i d e n t  
G re a t  Lakes M arit im e  I n s t i t u t e  
D o ss in  G re a t  Lakes Museum 
B e l le  I s l e  
D e t r o i t  7 ,  M ich igan

D ear C a p t .  Cow les:

As p e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from  th e  G rea t  Lakes M arit im e 
I n s t i t u t e ,  the  members w ere r e q u e s t e d  to  v o te  f o r  n o t  
more th a n  s i x  members t o  th e  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s .  The 
members w ere a l s o  i n s t r u c t e d  to  m a i l  th e  b a l l o t s  i n  
p l a i n  e n v e lo p e s  t o  my home a d d r e s s .

A co u n t  o f  b a l l o t s  was made w i th  th e  f o l lo w in g  r e s u l t s :

81 R o b e r t  E . Lee 2k R o b e r t  Radunz
77 Rev. D owling 21 K enne th  F a i rb a n k s
7k C a p t .  Cowles 19 Don Baut
56 Gordon Bugbee 12 F red  H eath
53 W il l ia m  Hoey 10 H a v i la n d  Reves
35 Emory Massman 10 C h a r le s  L abad ie
28 W il l ia m  S te v e n s k Bruce B o rr ie
26 W il l ia m  Worden

Of th e  one h u n d red  b a l l o t s  r e c e i v e d ,  one b a l l o t  was 
v o id e d ,  and f o u r  were p o s tm a rk ed  a f t e r  December 18 .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

R ic h a rd  W. W itkow ski 
Notary  P u b l i c  
County o f  Wayne 
My Commission e x p i r e s  
November 1 1 ,  1963

RWW:pk
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The Picture Page
-  by -  

EMORY A. MASSMAN, JR.

GEORGE M. STEINBRENNER (c)  SATURN (b) JOHN SHERWIN (a )  U S .202910; 
g ro s s  t o n s  61+90; n e t  to n s  5495 -  522* x 54* * 3 1 1- B u i l t  1906 by 
W. Bay C i ty  S .B .  Co. H u ll  # 6 1 7 . T r i p l e  e x p a n s io n  en g in e  22 3 / 4 " “ 
36 3 /3 "  -  60 1 /8 "  x 1+2 b u i l t  by D e t r o i t  S .B .  Co. Two S c o tc h  B o i l e r s  
1 4 16" x 1 1 ’ 6" b u i l t  by Toledo S .B . Co. 1940. Owners (1 )  I n t e r l a k e
S .S .  Co. (2) Kinsman T r a n s i t  Co.

JOSEPH S .  WOOD ( i i )  (b) RICHARD M. MARSHALL (a )  U S .265808; g ro ss
to n s  10606; n e t  to n s  8083 -  62 8 ! 10" x 6 7 1 x 3 5 1• B u i l t  by  Defoe
S .B .  Co. a t  Bay C i t y ,  M ich igan  1953* H u l l  # 4 2 4 .  She has  a  5500
H .P . D e la v a l  S team  T urb ine  Co. Engine and Babcock & W ilco x  B o i l e r s .  
Owner3 (1 )  G rea t  Lakes S tea m sh ip  C o . , I n c . (2) N o r th w e s te rn  I n s u ra n c e  
Co. O p e ra te d  by W ilso n  M arine T r a n s i t  Co.
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I

i

Launch o f  th e  MONTFAUCON a t  W yando tte .  1920 
(P h o to ,  C o u r te sy  D avid  T. G l ic k )

THE BIG SPLASH

MONTFAUCON (US.219952) was la u n c h e d  a t  th e  W yandotte  Y ard s  o f  th e  
D e t r o i t  S h i p b u i l d i n g  Company i n  December 1 9 2 0 .She was H u ll  No. 231 . 
D im e n s io n s :  251 x Ij.3 .6  x 21}..2; 2309 g ro s s  to n s  and l/jl(.0 n e t  t o n s .
Powered by  t r i p l e  e x p a n s io n  e n g in e s  o f  2 0 " ,  3 0 " ,  and 5 V  d ia m e te r  
o f  c y l i n d e r s  by I4.0 " s t r o k e ,  b u i l t  by  th e  s h ip y a r d  eng ine  w o rk s .  
Th is  f r e i g h t e r ,  o f  th e  "L aker"  d e s ig n ,  was one o f  t e n  s i m i l a r  s h ip s  
b u i l t  by  A m erican  S h ip b u i ld in g  Company on i t s  own a c c o u n t ,  f ro m  
m ater i8 .1s  l e f t  o v e r  from  t h e  "L aker"  program  o f  World War I .  Seven 
o f  th e  t e n  were b u i l t  a t  W yandotte  and th r e e  a t  C le v e la n d .  For 
some y e a r s  th e y  were o p e r a t e d  on th e  G re a t  Lakes as the  In d e p e n d e n t  
S te a m sh ip  Company (See TELESCOPE, June I 9 6 0 ) .  E v e n tu a l ly  th e y  were 
s o ld  t o  o t h e r  o w n ers .  Thus MONTFAUCON p a s s e d  to  A etna P o r t l a n d  
Cement Company o f  Saginaw  and was renamed E.M. HJNCE i n  t h e  l a t e  
T w e n t ie s .  The v e s s e l  was s o ld  t o  f o r e i g n  owners i n  19^.0 and r e 
named s u c c e s s i v e l y  INTREPIDO (1 9 l |0 ) ,  VALER0S0 (1 9 l |7 ) ,  MAR I  ANNINA 
(1 9 4 9 ) ,  and 
an i n t e r n a l  
s c r a p p e d .
New York i n

ANNA MARIA IEV0LI (1 9 5 5 ) .  She was s e v e r e l y  damaged by  
e x p l o s i o n  w h ile  docked  a t  N aples  on l l - 2 1 - ’57 and was 
Our p h o to  below t a k e n  by  S te p h e n  Gmelin shows h e r  a t  
19^8 c a r r y i n g  th e  name VALER0S0.



T Y P IC A L  U.S. SH IPPIN G  B O A R D  L A K E R

Length Between Perpendiculars, 251 Peet; Beam, Molded, 43 Feet 6 Inches; Depth, Molded, 24 Feet 2% Inches; Block Coefficient, 0.797

1

Fig. I.— Profile end Deck Plane
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Tug LEATHEM D. SMITH (ex  U .S .  L i g h t  V e s s e l  No. 59) 
P h o to  by  E dw in  W ilso n

LIGHT VESSELS OF THE’ GREAT LAKES, C o n t !d

C o r r e c t i o n :  The tu g  LEATHEM D. SMITH i s  th o  fo r m e r  U. S. L ig h t
V e s se l  No. 5 9 ,  n o t  th e  fo rm e r  U .S .L .V .  No. 62 as we

s t a t e d  i n  th e  O ctober  TELESCOPE. The e r r o r  i s  o u r s .  In  th e  l i s t  
o f  U .S .  M erchant v e s s e l s  f o r  1919 , t h e  tu g  i s  l i s t e d  w i t h  m e rc h a n t  
s h i p s  w h i le  t h e  L ig h t  V e s s e l  No. 62 i s  s t i l l  l i s t e d  w i t h  th e  
Gov em inen t s h ip  s 0

A d d i t i o n :  R e g a rd in g  th e  l i g h t  v e s s e l  a t  COLCHESTER REEF, f e l lo w
member, David  T. G l i c k ,  has  c a l l e d  ovr a t t e n t i o n  t o  an 

a c c o u n t  i n  t h e  D e t r o i t  F ree  P r e s s  f o r  Septem ber 1 9 ,  186if, t e l l i n g  
o f  c o m p la in t s  r a i s e d  by l o c a l  slaip owners  b e c a u se  th e  c a p t a i n  o f  
th e  s c h o o n e r  WAVE, a f t e r  h av in g  b e e n  p a id  to  s t a t i o n  h i s  v e s s e l  a t  
C o l c h e s t e r  as  a l i g h t s h i p ,  had  t a k e n  t h e  money and l e f t  th e  s t a t i o n  
u n a t t e n d e d .  There were s e v e r a l  v e s s e l s  named WAVE i n  e x i s t e n c e  a t  
t h a t  t i m e ,  hence we can n o t  s a y  which one t h i s  w as .  The s t c r y  i s  
i n t e r e s t i n g ,  how ever .

C o lo rs  o f  t h e  L i g h t  V e s s e l s :

Most o f  th e  l i g h t  v e s s e l s  m a i n t a i n e d  by th e  U .S .  and 
C anad ian  Governments were p a i n t e d  r e d ,  w i t h  t h e  name o f  t h e  s t a t i o n  
p a i n t e d  on t h e  v e s s e l ’ s s i d e s  i n  l a r g e  w h i t e  b l o c k  l e t t e r s .  Some 
were p a i n t e d  b l a c k  w i t h  w h i te  l e t t e r s ,  w h ile  a  few had  a y e l l c w i s h  
h u l l  and c a b in s  w i t h  e i t h e r  w h i t e  o r  b l a c k  l e t t e r s .  At l e a s t  one 
l i g h t  v e s s e l ,  NORTH MANITOU SHOALS. (No. 5 6 ) ,  was p a i n t e d  w h i t e ,  
p r o b a b ly  b eca u se  i t  l a y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  i s l a n d ,  w h ich  was h e a v i l y  
wooded. We know o f  no s p e c i a l  c o l o r  p a t t e r n  f o r  p r i v a t e  l i g h t s h i p s .

l i g h t s h i p  S t a t i o n s  on th e  G r e a t  Lakes and th e  v e s s e l s  t h a t  s e rv e d  
them:

1 .  B u f f a lo  (L o ca ted  o f f  P o i n t  A b ino ,  e a s t e r n  Lake E r i e ) .
U .S .  L i g h t  V e s s e l  No. 82 (1912-1913)
U .S .  L i g h t  V e s s e l  No. 96 (1911*)
U .S .  L i g h t  V e s s e l  No. 98 (1915)

R e p la c e d  by  P o in t  Abino L ig h th o u s e  ( C a n a d ia n ) ,  1916 .
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U.S. Light Vessels No. 98 (LANSING) and No. 103 (RFC.LEF) 
together with the Lighthouse Tenders HYACINTH "(left) and 
SUTiAC, in winter quarters at Milwaukee.

2. Southeast Shoals (East of Point Pelee, Lake Erie)
Schooner SMITH and POST (up to 1901)
S chooner EEWAUNEE (1901-1910)
Canadian Light Vessel No. 18'(1910-1929)

Replaced by Southeast Shoals Lighthouse (Canadian), 1929.

3. Colchester Reef (Essex County, Ont.ario, midway between Detroit
River and Point Pelee )

Schooner WAVE (186)3 ) and apparently others until the 
Eighties or later.

Replaced by Colchester Reef Lighthouse (Canadian).

Point Shoal (Lake Erie, Mouth of Detroit River)
Schooner LOUTS McLEAN (Very early)
U.S. Light Vessel No. 59 (1893-1911)
U.S. Light Vessel No. 62 (1912-1921)

Replaced by the Livingstone Channel buoy system, 1922.

- • Lirriekiin Crossinr South (Lover Detroit. River)
U.S. Light Vessel No. 6)(. (1893-1911)
Same vessel operated by Canadian Govt, until I9I3 , 

Replaced by buoys and land markers.

8 . Limekiln Crossing North (Lower Detroit River)
U.S. Light Vessel No. 65 (1893-1910)
Same vessel operated by Canadian Govt, until 1CI3* 

Replaced by buoys and land markers.

7. Ballard Ms Reef (Lower Detroit River)
U.S. Light Vessel No. 63' (io93-c.lV00)

Replaced by lighthouse.
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New U .S .  L ig h t  V e s s e l  DIAMOND a t  M t. E l l i o t  S t r e e t  
C o a s t  Guard B ase ,  1948 ,  on  h e r  way t o  s a l t  w a t e r .

8 .  G rosse P o in te  (Lake S t .  C l a i r ,  n e a r  e n t r a n c e  t o  D e t r o i t  R i v e r ) .
Seems t o  have h ad  a  l i g h t s h i p  a ro u n d  1 892 .  T h is  may 
be th e  p r e d e c e s s o r  o f  th e  ST. CLAIR s t a t i o n .

9 .  Lake S t .  C l a i r  (M iddle o f  Lake S t .  C l a i r ,  on s h i p  c h a n n e l )
U .S . "Light V e s s e l  No. 75 (1902 -1933)
U .S .  L i g h t  V e s s e l  No. 95 (1934)
U .S . L ig h t  V e s s e l  No. 75 (1935-1941)

R ep la c e d  by a l i g h t h o u s e ,  194 l«

10 . Lake Huron (On Lake H uron, n o r t h  o f  F o r t  G r a t i o t )
U .S .  L ig h t  V e s s e l  No. 61 (1893 -1920)
U .S .  L ig h t  V e s s e l  No. 96 (1921 -1934)
U .S .  L ig h t  V e s s e l  N o .103 (1935-1961)

1 1 .  Poe R ee f  ( S t r a i t s  o f  M ack inac ,  o f f  Cheboygan, M ich ig an )
U .S . L ig h t  V e s s e l  No. 62 (1893-1911)
U .S .  L ig h t  V e s s e l  No. 59 (1912 -1914)
U .S .  L ig h t  V e s s e l  No. 96 (1915-1920)
U .S .  L ig h t  V e s s e l  No. 99 (1921-1928)

R e p la c e d  by  l i g h t h o u s e ,  1929*

1 2 . M a r t in  R ee f  (N orth  s h o re  o f  Lake H uron, s e v e r a l  m i l e s  w e s t  o f
e n t r a n c e  t o  S t .  M ary’ s R iv e r )

U .S . L ig h t  V e s s e l  No. 89 (1908 -1926)
R e p la c e d  by l i g h t h o u s e ,  1927 .

13* Simmons’ R ee f  (N o r th e rn  Lake M ich ig an ,  w e s t  o f  S t r a i t s  o f
M ack in ac )

U .S .  L ig h t  V e s se l  No0 1893-1898 o r  l a t e r  
R e p la c e d  by  b u o y s .

14 .  W hite  S h o a ls  (N o r th e rn  Lake M ic h ig a n )
U .S .  L ig h t  V e s s e l  No. 56 (1893-1910)

R ep la c e d  by l i g h t h o u s e ,  1 9 1 0 .

t o  be c o n t in u e d
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Christmas Trees In The Spring
By John  F .  M i l l e r

At M ilw aukee, W is c o n s in ,  i n  1868 , a t h r e e  m asted  sch o o n er  was b u i l t  
and l i s t e d  as  # 1 1 0 0 8 7 :GT 205,NT 119; L. 1 2 3 «5" x B. 2 7 ‘ 6" x D. 8 ' V  
and named th e  ROUSE SIMMONS.

A f t e r  f o r t y - f i v e  y e a r s  o f  p r o f i t a b l e  s e r v i c e ,  h a n d l in g  v a r i o u s  
ty p e s  o f  c a r g o ,m o s t l y  on Lake M ich ig an ,  she was f i n a l l y  owned and 
s k ip p e r e d  by C a p ta in  Herman Schunemann o f  C h icago ,  and u se d  by him 
to  h a u l  C h r is tm a s  t r e e s  f rom  th e  N orth  woods to  th e  Chicago a r e a .

The n o v e l t y  o f  b u y in g  C h r is tm a s  t r e e s  d i r e c t  from  th e  sc h o o n e r  
deck a t  t h e  C la rk  S t r e e t  dock i n  Chicago a p p e a le d  t o  many r e s i d e n t s  
and c r e a t e d  a l o t  o f  p u b l i c i t y  f o r  th e  C a p ta in ,  a s  w e l l  as  a good 
p r o f i t .

On th e  e v e n in g  o f  November 2 5 ,  1913, th e  w e ll -k n o w n  C h r is tm a s  Tree 
S h ip ,  f u l l y  lo a d e d  above h e r  b u lw a rk s ,  s a i l e d  o u t  o f  M a n is t iq u e ,  
bound f o r  C h ic a g o ,  t h r e e  hun d red  m i le s  s o u t h .  A C a p ta in  f r i e n d  o f  
S k ip p e r  Schunemann coming i n t o  M a n is t i q u e ,  rem arked  to  h i s  men t h a t  
" C a p ta in  Schunemann m ust be i n  a h u r ry  t o  g e t  th o s e  t r e e s  I n to  
C hicago to  s t a r t  o u t  i n  su ch  ro u g h  w e a t h e r . "

The w inds  g a in e d  i n  s t r e n g t h  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  heavy  snow and f r e e z i n g  
t e m p e r a t u r e s . The C o as t  Guard a t  Sheboygan, W is c o n s in ,  w ent o u t  
i n t o  th e  g a l e ,  b u t  due t o  th e  s e v e re  snow s to rm  th e y  n e v e r  s i g h t e d  
th e  s c h o o n e r .

The f a t e  o f  t h e  g a l l a n t  s ch o o n e r  was c o n f i rm e d  th e  fo l lo w in g  s p r in g  
when f i s h e r m e n  i n  th e  a r e a  fo und  t h e i r  n e t s  c lo g g ed  w i th  b a lsa m  and 
s p r u c e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a c o rk e d  b o t t l e  was found  n e a r  Sheboygan w i th  
a n o te  s ig n e d  by C a p ta in  Schunemann s t a t i n g  he had l o s t  two crew 
members and t h e i r  s m a l l  b o a t ,  and had  g iv e n  up hope o f  s u r v i v a l .

Thus ended  th e  c a r e e r  o f  a n o th e r  one o f  the w o n d e r fu l  s a i l i n g  s h ip s  
o f  t h a t  e r a .
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CONTRIBUTORS
Edwin S p r e n g e l e r ,  Milwaukee R ic h a rd  J .  W r ig h t ,  Akron
G eorge Ayoub, O ttaw a James M. K id d ,  T o ron to

E d i t e d  by W il l ia m  M. Worden

Nov, 23 -  Drums o f  sodium n i t r a t e  ex p lo d ed  a b o a rd  th e  German 
f r e i g h t e r  LEAPAUL d u r in g  u n lo a d in g  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  
T o ro n to  h a r b o r .  S t e e l  r o d s  b e in g  u n lo a d e d  f ro m  th e  
s h ip  p u n c tu r e d  a drum and I g n i t e d  th e  c h e m ic a l .  Damage 
was m ino r  and t h e r e  were no i n j u r i e s ,

Nov, 29 -  Seaway o f f i c i a l s  announced t h e i r  i n t e n t  of c l o s i n g  th e  
w aterw ay  th e  f o l l o w i n g  day ,  th e  3 0 th ,  F ive  ocean  v e s 
s e l s  were s t i l l  i n  t h e  l a k e s ,  h u r r y i n g  f o r  the  Seaway.

Nov. 31 -  I n  C h icag o ,  Mr. L ou is  P u rd y ,  p o r t  d i r e c t o r  f o r  T o led o ,  
s a i d  t h a t  g r e a t e r  and b e t t e r "  p ro m o t io n  and p u b l i c i t y  
f o r  the  Seaway and G re a t  Lakes p o r t s  was n e c e s s a r y  to  
im prove o v e r s e a s  t r a d e .

D ec. 2 -  About f i v e  th o u sa n d  p e r s o n s  were on  hand as  Gov. A nder
son  o f  M in n eso ta  and S t a t e  Highway C om m issioner H arvey  
G rasse  o f  W isc o n s in  opened  th e  new h i g h - l e v e l  automo
b i l e  b r id g e  above S t .  Louis  Bay a t  S u p e r i o r .

The Seaway o f f i c i a l l y  c l o s e d ,  a f t e r  a tw o -d ay  d e l a y .  
However, Seaway o f f i c i a l s  announced  t h e i r  I n t e n t  to  
o p e r a t e  th e  b ig  l o c k s  d u r in g  the d a y ,  f o r  a few d a y s ,  
so  t h a t  s e v e r a l  l a k e r s  s t i l l  on th e  S t .  Lawrence co u ld  
g e t  back  i n t o  the  l a k e s .  The l a s t  o v e r s e a s  s h ip  to  
c l e a r  S t .  Lam bert Lock was t h e  Greek AMVRAKIKOS, a t  
3 :1 5  P * m .  on th e  2j.th.

Dec. 6 -  There were 2 0 ,4 6 6  Volkswagen c a r s  and t r u c k s  u n lo a d e d  
a t  Toledo and C hicago d u r in g  th e  p a s t  s e a s o n ,  a company 
spokesman s a i d  i n  an n o u n c in g  th e  com pany 's  i n t e n t i o n  to  
c o n t in u e  u s in g  th e  Seaway n e x t  s e a s o n .

A 2 . 5  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  c o n t r a c t  h a s  b e e n  awarded t o  C o l l 
ingwood S h ip y a r d s  by  th e  C an a d ian  O i l  Companies f o r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  new t a n k e r ,  348£* x 4 6 '  x 4 0 ' ,  f o r  
c o m p le t io n  n e x t  A u g u s t .  The t a n k e r  i s  e x p e c te d  to  
c a r r y  5 l» 0 0 0  b a r r e l s  o f  o i l .

D ec. 7 -  Seaway t r a f f i c  i n  Milwaukee r o s e  by  197$ i n  I 9 6 0 ,  w h i le  
t o t a l  Seaway t r a f f i c  r o s e  o n ly  10$*.

The F i n n i s h  governm ent o f f e r e d  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  the  
u se  o f  a  s u p e r - i c e b r e a k e r  to  t r y  and keep  th e  Lakes 
open y e a r - r o u n d .

The J.W . WESCOTT I I ,  m a i l  and  s u p p ly  b o a t  a t  D e t r o i t ,  
ended  i t s  s e a s o n  to d a y .
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Dec.
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8 -  The B r i t i s h  s te a m e r  WESTRIVER, o p e r a t e d  by W ilso n  M arine 
T r a n s i t  C o . ,  was r e c e n t l y  damaged by f i r e  i n  h e r  a f t e r  
c r e w 's  q u a r t e r s .  The f i r e  to o k  p la c e  a t  th e  Maashaven 
Dock i n  R o t te rd a m ,  th e  N e th e r l a n d s ,  and was fo u g h t  by 
t h r e e  R o t te rd a m  f i r e  t u g s .

9 -  The USS ROBISON, t h i r d  o f  f o u r  g u id e d  m i s s i l e  d e s t r o y 
e r s  c o n s t r u c t e d  by th e  Defoe S h ip b u i ld in g  Co. a t  Bay 
C i t y ,  M ic h ig a n ,  i s  com m issioned  a t  th e  B oston  N aval 
S h ip y a rd .H e r  s i s t e r  s h ip s  a r e  t h e  McCORMICK and WILSON. 
The USS HOEL i s  s t i l l  u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  Bay C i ty .

11 -  T w e n ty - th re e  s h ip s  a r e  l a i d  up i n  G o d e r ic h ,  O n ta r io
w i t h  s t o r a g e  g r a i n .  This  i s  the l a r g e s t  l a y - u p  f l e e t  
i n  t h i s  Lake Huron p o r t  s in c e  1 928 .

12 -  C dr .  Marcus H. M cG arity  h a s  been  named o f f i c e r  i n
c h a rg e  o f  th e  Milwaukee C oast Guard D i s t r i c t ,  t o  r e 
p la c e  C d r .  D oug las  Shambeau, t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  D e t r o i t .

HARBOR SEAGULL, M ilw au k e e 's  new la u n c h  f o r  c l e a n in g  up 
h a r b o r  d e b r i s ,  u n d e rg o e s  t e s t s  i n  E s c a n a b a .

13 -  At Seven  I s l a n d s ,  Q u e . ,  an  S . I . U .  o f f i c i a l  in v o lv e d  i n
a s h o o t in g  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  th e  f r e i g h t e r  WHEAT KING, was 
a c q u i t t e d  o f  t a k i n g  th e  t u g  MANNY R .w i th o u t  the  o w n e r 's  
p e r m i s s i o n .  A new c h a r g e ,  c o n s p i r a c y  to  i n t i m i d a t e  th e  
s h i p ' s  crew was l a i d  a g a i n s t  him .

" O p e ra t io n  S a i l "  announces  p la n s  f o r  a ren d ezv o u s  o f  
s a i l  t r a i n i n g  s h i p s  i n  New York i n  1961+. I t  i s  hoped 
t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one o f  t h e  s h ip s  m ig h t v i s i t  th e  L ak es .

D e t r o i t  C i ty  C o u n c i l  ap p ro v ed  a  t e n  y e a r  l e a s e  w i th  th e  
Bob-Lo Company f o r  l a n d  a t  th e  f o o t  o f  Woodward. A new 
t e r m i n a l  c o s t i n g  $150 ,000  w i l l  be e r e c t e d ,  s a id  W.B. 
B row ning , company p r e s i d e n t .

To ledo  h a n d le d  3 6 0 ,8 6 0  to n s  o f  o v e r s e a s  c a rg o  i n  1961, 
more t h a n  d o u b le  l a s t  y e a r ' s  to n n a g e .

lij. -  A c o n t r a c t  f o r  a  2 ,0 0 0  to n  c o a s t a l  v e s s e l  has been  
aw arded t o  P o r t  W e l le r  Drydock by C ro sb ie  and Co. o f  
S t .  J o h n ' s ,  N ew foundland.

16 -  N a v ig a t io n  a t  th e  C anad ian  la k e h e a d  was c lo s e d  w i t h  th e
d e p a r t u r e  o f  SIR JAMES DUNN, e s c o r t e d  by  th e  i c e b r e a k e r  
ALEXANDER HENRY, and th e  a r r i v a l  o f  HAGARTY and SIR 
THOMAS SHAUGHNESSY. A f a u l t y  gyrocom pass d e la y e d  th e  
SHAUGHNESSY's a r r i v a l ,  f o r c i n g  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  h e r  
s c h e d u le d  downbound t r i p .

17 -  L a s t  s h i p s  th ro u g h  th e  Soo were SIR JAMES DUNN and th e
ALEXANDER HENRY.

C a p t .  J . B .  S u l l i v a n  o f  th e  ARTHUR B. HOMER r e t i r e s .

18 -  Chimo S h ip p in g  L t d . ,  o f  S t .  J o h n ' s ,  and A .S .R e d e r e i t
O d f j e l l  o f  O slo  w i l l  o p e r a t e  a new t a n k e r  s e r v i c e  n e x t  
s e a s o n  u n d e r  th e  name o f  C h im o -O d f je l l  G re a t  Lakes 
t a n k e r s .
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Dec. 19 -  The 7 ,1 0 0  to n  B r i t i s h  f r e i g h t e r  MUSWELL HILL docked a t  

M o n tre a l  t o  lo a d  s c r a p  f o r  Genoa, I t a l y .

D ec. 20 -  Adm. Lyndon S p en ce r  (U .S.N .R ..) has  announced  t h a t  he 
does n o t  s e e k  r e - a p p o in tm e n t  t o  h i s  p o s t  as  P r e s i d e n t  
o f  th e  Lakes C a r r i e r ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  n e x t  y e a r .

Dec. 23 -  C . S . L . ' s  ESKIMO, c h a r t e r e d  t o  C an ad ian  P a c i f i c  S team 
s h i p s ,  docked  a t  Quebec a f t e r  h e r  f i r s t  t r i p  t o  L i v e r 
p o o l .  PORT CHAMBLY, a l s o  c h a r t e r e d  to  CPR, w i l l  r u n  
t o  London d u r in g  the  w i n t e r .

Dec. 26 -  The crew  o f  th e  d redge  CARTAGENA (see  TELESCOPE, Nov.
I9 6 0 ,  p g .  195) p r e p a r e d  t o  abandon  s h ip  when i t  was 
f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e  l e a k i n g  d re d g e ,  b a t t e r e d  by tw e n t y - f o o t  
waves would go down. On the 3 1 s t ,  a C an ad ian  t u g ,  
FOUNDATION VIGILANT, to o k  th e  abandoned  d redge  u n d e r  
tow . There w ere  n o  I n j u r i e s .

J a n .  3 -  I n t e r l a k e  S te a m sh ip  Company h as  s o ld  two of i t s  o ld e r  
f r e i g h t e r s  f a r  s c r a p .  The JOSEPH SELLWOOD, 5̂ 4-5 f©©t 
lo n g  and b u i l t  i n  1906 a t  L o r a in  was named f o r  th e  p a r t  
owner o f  V.H. KETCHUM, l o n g e s t  s h ip  o f  he r  d a y , i n  th e  
m id - 1 3 7 0 's .  The JAMES C. WALLACE, b u i l t  a t  L o r a i n  i n  
1905, has  a l s o  b een  s o l d .  She was named f o r  th e  th e n  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  A m erican  S h ip .  The WALLACE was 552 f e e t  
lo n g  w i th  a c a p a c i t y  o f  1 1 ,0 0 0  t o n s .

JOSEPH SELIW00D

A l e t t e r  t o  y o u r  e d i t o r  f rom  Mr. Donald Page o f  Davie S h ip  
s u p p l i e s  t h i s  news column w i th  th e  f o l l o w i n g  in f o r m a t i o n  c o v e r 
in g  D a v i e ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  th e  p a s t  y e a r :

S h ip s  C om ple ted :

WHITEFISH BAY, Davie h u l l  No. H-625 f o r  Canada S te a m s h ip  L i n e s ,  
s team  d r i v e n .

CANADOC, Davie h u l l  No. H-627 f o r  P a t e r s o n ,  a  m o to r  v e s s e l .
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S h ip s  tinder c o n s t r u c t i o n ;

1 .  A d e s t r o y e r  e s c o r t  f o r  th e  R .C .N .,  S team T u rb in e ,  D avie h u l l  
NOo H -622.

2* A s u p p ly  t a n k e r  o f  2 0 ,0 0 0  to n s  f o r  th e  R .C .N .,  S team T urb ine  
Davie h u l l  No. 628 .

3 .  A 5>000 t o n  d i e s e l  t a n k e r  f o r  H a l l  C o r p . ,  Davie h u l l  No. 629.

i | .  A 3 ,1 0 0  to n  d i e s e l  pulpwood c a r r i e r  f o r  A n t i c o s t i  S h ip p in g  
C o . ,  D avie h u l l  No. 630 .

R e f i t t i n g  i s  i n  p r o g r e s s  on th e  H .M .C.S. SIOUX, and R.C.N. d e s 
t r o y e r .

S h ip s  s c ra p p e d  a t  D a v ie ;

5 . 5 .  EDMONTON S .S .  CITY OF MONTREAL
5 . 5 .  CITY OF TORONTO S .S .  CITY OF KINGSTON
5 . 5 .  CITY OF HAMILTON S.S . LETHBRIDGE 
Steam Tug CHATEAU

S h ip s  p r e p a r e d  by Davie f o r  tow ing  to  Europe f o r  d e m o l i t i o n :

J . F .  DURSTON WILLIAM A. PAINE
ROBERT N. JOYNT PERSEUS
SUPERIOR JOHN C. HAY
PRICE McKINNEY PIONEER
DENMARK SWEDEN
WILLIAM HOSFORD ARCTURUS
GALLAGHER CORNELL

S c ra p p in g  o p e r a t i o n s  have b e e n  underw ay on T o ro n to ’ s v e n e ra b le  
CAYUGA f o r  some t i m e .  The v e s s e l  h a s  been  s t r i p p e d  t o  th e  h u l l ,  
and th e  h u l l  w i l l  be l i f t e d  o u t  o f  th e  w a te r  i n  s e c t i o n s . M r .  A lan  
Howard, fo rm e r  Managing D i r e c t o r  o f  the Cayuga S tea m sh ip  C o . ,  and 
I n s t i t u t e  member, r e p o r t s  t h a t  th e  s t e r n  s e c t i o n  up t o  th e  
f i r s t  w a t e r t i g h t  b u lk h e a d  has  been  rem oved , and t h a t  p a r t  o f  th e  
p r o p e l l o r  s h a f t s  e x te n d  f a r  o u t  i n t o  th e  w a te r  from  the  b u lk h e a d .

Our th a n k s  t o  Mr. Page f o r  t h i s  v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n .
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GRE AT LAKES MARITIME INSTITUTE. INC.
The Gr ea t  Lakes Mari t ime I n s t i t u t e  was o rg an iz ed  in 1952 as the Great  
Lakes Model S h i p b u i l d e r s '  G u i l d .  I t s  primary  purpose a t  th a t  t i n e  was 
the promot ion o f  the b u i l d i n g  o f  models of  Great  Lakes v e s s e l s .  Since  
then the o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s c o f e  o f  i n t e r e s t  has been widened c o n s i d e r a b l y , 
and the m o n th ly  p u b l i c a t i o n  TELESCOPE i n c l u d e s  a r t i c l e s  on H i s t o r y ,  
S a l v a g e ,  C u r r e n t  Hews, and Model B u i l d i n g  as  w e l l .  The b u i l d i n g  of  
models remain one of  the main p r o j e c t s  o f  the I n s t i t u t e ,  and the organ
i z a t i o n  has c r e a t e d  the l a r g e s t  c o l l e c t i o n  of  Great  Lakes s c a l e  models .  
The o f f i c e  of  the I n s t i t u t e  i s  located  a t  the Dossin Great  Lakes Museum, 
B e l l e  I s l e ,  D e t r o i t  7,  Mich igan .  The I n s t i t u t e  i s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  as an 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  no p r o f i t  under the laws of  the S t a t e  o f  Michigan.  Ho 
member r e c e i v e s  any re m u n era t i on  f o r  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d .  Donat ions  t o  
the I n s t i t u t e  have been ru led  d e d u c t i b l e  by the I n t e r n a l  Revenue S e r v i c e .

O FFICERS

Rev. Edw. J .  D owling, S . J .  R o b er t  E. Lee
P r e s i d e n t  C o o r d in a t in g  D i r e c t o r

W illiam  J .  Cowles Gordon P. Bugbee
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  Record ing  S e c r e t a r y

W illiam  A. Hoey
T re a su r e r

DIRECTORS

Terms E x p i re  J a n .  1963

C ap t .  F rank  B ecker 
Henry D. Brown 
R o b e r t  H. D av ison  
Howard J .  S c h u ld t ,  J r .  
O t to  S t r e k  
George 0 .  Young

Terms E x p ire  J an .  1964

Donald V. Baut 
K enneth  L. F a i rb a n k s  
Emory A. Massman, J r .  
R o b er t  B. Radunz 
W ill iam  N. S te v e n s  
W ill iam  M. Worden

MEETING NOTICES

JANUARY MEETING:

E n t e r t a i n m e n t  m e e t i n g  w i l l  f e a t 
u r e  an i l l u s t r a t e d  t a l k  on th e  S team er 
TASHMOO, by Mike O’B r i e n .  8 : 0 0  P.M.  
J a n u a r y  2 6 t h . , a t  D o s s in  Museum.

FEBRUARY:

BUSINESS MEETING o f  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  
G e n e ra l  Membership i n v i t e d .  8 :0 0  P. M. ,  
F e b ru a ry  2 3 r d . , a t  D o ss in  Museum.
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